
itones man to put the honky tonk into Mandy’s Dome 


ROCK AND ROLL stage set de- 
signer Mark Fisher, who over the 
past 25 years has worked with the 
most famous rock acts in the world, 
including the Rolling Stones. Tina 
Turner, Pink Floyd. Phil Collins, and 
R.E.M. has been recruited to bring 
magic to the Millennium Dome. 

The man who has also designed 
and directed shows for Wall Disney 


World. Jean-Michel Jarre and the 
City of Moscow, will stage the show 
in the central plaza in the dome, six 
times a day in peak season and three 
times a day in low season. 

Twelve thousand people are 
expected to watch each performance 
which will last about 20 minutes, but 
these figures don't frighten the 
designer of the Stones concerts sold 


out all over the world. This is the 
designer who can turn on event into 
a spectacle. 

Mr Fisher, 50, is a British archi- 
tect who trained at the Architectur- 
al Association, with an international 
reputation for the creation of spec- 
tacular rock concerts. His recent 
work includes “Pop mart" for U2, in 
which he catapulted the band on 


By Nonie Niesewand 
Design Coniesporiderrt 

stage in a 60ft revolving lemon, and 
“Bridges to Babylon” for the Stones. 
That set deconstructs with Egyptian 
columns and doric columns and the 
ruins of past civilisa lions. Both Pop- 
raan and Bridges to Babylon proved 
the biggest grossing shows in the US. 


“The show won’t be the history of 
rock and roll, but it'll be spiritually 
uplifting and optimistic about the 
future." Mr Fisher said. 

His first show for the Stones in 
1990. “Steel Wheels", catapulted the 
band horn eight to three in the world- 
wide chart of top performance earn- 
ers. That road show, which was seen 
by 3 million people in the Ltaitcd 


States, generated revenues exceed- 
ing SIQOm and cost the band SISm 
to stage. 

He has up-staged the impresario 
Sir Cameron Mackintosh, whose 
plans for a musical to be staged on 
the original auditorium proved so ex- 
pensive that they were scrapped. So 
was the auditorium, to be replaced 
with an plaza. Mackintosh is said to 


have needed £250m to equip it. He 
is still retained as a creative adviser. 

Mr Fisher won’t be drawn on his 
ballpark figure for the Millennium 
Experience. “It’ll be splendidly ex- 
pensive and completely wonderful. 
I am thrilled at them asking rock and 
rollers to show the world what real 
British pop culture is all about." 

jumping Jack Flash, page 4 


US military planners pick their date for air strikes as Yeltsin attacks Clinton and warns of impending world war 


Blitz on 
Saddam 
is just 
12 days 
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AIR STRIKES against targets 
in Iraq will start in 12 days lime 
on 17 February, if otrrcntdiplo- 
maiic moves to defuse the cri- 
sis faiL sources in Washington 
^ , have told The Independent. Plan- 
ners consider this the optimum 
date for an attack, although 
President Bill Clinton would 
have to give the final go-ahead. 

The dale would allow the 
United Slates and Britain to say 
that they have given ample time 
for diplomatic moves by Russia 
and France to bear fruit. Asked 
about the timing of military ac- 
tion this week Madeleine Al- 
bright, the US Secretary of 
Stale, said; "It is not days and not 
*■ months. That means weeks.” 

By then the US will have 
three carriers in the Gulf, and 
-.p Britain vine. Kuwait appears to 
' have agreed to allow aircraft to 
n |_, operate from its territory, 
r William Cohen, the US Defense 
Secretary, say's that the intensity 
FIRS of the air attack “would be far 
caughmorc that what has been expe- 
came fenced in the past, certainly 
particiincc the Persian Gulf wu r . 
hotel r< The US says it will bomb fa- 


Exclusive 


By Patrick Cockbum 

c ili ties for making or storing bi- 
ological and chemical weapons, 
command-and-control centres 
and special units of rhe Re- 
publican Guard. But this list is 
vaguer than it looks. The Unit- 
ed Nations weapons inspectors 
- Unscom - have suspicions 
about buildings that might be 
used to make or keep uncon- 
ventional weapons, but no 
proof. The destruction of almost 
any large building in Iraq could 
be justified by saying it holds 
unconventional weapons. 

The present location of com- 
mand-and-control centres is 
also uncertain. General Wafiq 
ai-Sammara'i.lhe termer head 
of Iraqi military intelligence, 
who went into exile in 19^4. 
said: “All official headquarters 
for intelligence, mukhabarat 
[general security] and defence 
will have been evacuated and 
moved to new hiding places." 
This has been standard Iraqi 
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Ready for action: an F-18 Hornet jet fighter aboard the aircraft carrier U5S George Washington in the Gulf yesterday 




Photograph; Jim Hollander/Beuters 


military practice since the Iran- 
Iraq war, other Iraqi sources say. 

The third target mentioned 
publicly by the Pentagon is the 
special Republican Guard unit. 
This is the praetorian guard of 
President Saddam Hussein and 
is said by Unscum to be in 
charge of concealing uncon- 
ventional weapons and the 
raeaas to deliver them. Gener- 
al Sammurj'i say's: “It is a com- 
plete division with about 20.000 
men and 50 tanks deployed 
mainly in Baghdad." 

The problem for US and 
British military planners is that 
to strike all three targets effec- 


tively is not just a matter of ac- 
curacy but of good intelligence. 
It would be easy for I raq to con- 
ceal its remaining non-convcn- 
tional weapons, which even the 
highest estimates pul at 75 mis- 
siles and some warheads. 

Action against the Republi- 
can Guard might be easier. But 
it is stationed mainly in Baghdad 
and could not be hit without 
causing Chilian casualties. From 
Mr Cohen's remarks, it appears 
that the US and Britain will not 
target the civilian infrastructure 
such as power stations and oil re- 
fineries. as they did in 1991. 

There were signs yesterday 


that the Russian diplomatic ini- 
tiative might defuse the crisis as 
it did Iasi November. President 
Boris Yeltsin emphasised how 
seriously he look developments 
in the Gulf by warning that US 
actions might lead to a world 
war. He said that President 
Clinton was “acting too noisily”. 
He did not spell out how such 
a world war might begin. 

In Iraq there were indica- 
tions that President Saddam 
might compromise. He has re- 
portedly agreed to give access 
to eight of his palaces, with a 
new formula of live inspectors 
appointed by each ol the 15 


members of the UN Security 
Council plus two from each of 
the 21 countries of the UN Spe- 
cial Commission (Unscom). 

The US and Britain are like- 
ly to dismiss the Iraqi plan ns an 
attempt to marginalise Unscom. 
They will also suspect that Pres- 
ident Saddam would like to re- . 
peat Ills tactic i *f last November 
by defusing the present crisis, but 
repeating the challenge to the 
LIN inspectors in a month or 
two. Rather than face repeated 
confrontations with Iraq they 
may wish lusiun military action 
in less than two weeks’ Lime. 

Crisis reports, pages 12- 13 




Pension 


behavk 

of a rcM*" 11 
are the aw* 
not just 
exporter, 
winter 
boarding. 


"all for investigation into 
£amelot’s lottery licence 


^ Auditor General will be 

d to investigate the grant- 
>f the lottery licence to 
elot after revelations in 
Independent that former 
jbior Peter Davis may have 
iled Parliament over crucial 
airity checks on American 
jsinessmen bidding for the 
"OnUacL write Kim Seugnpia 
and Colin Brown. 

Alan Williams, the Labour 
for Swansea West and a 
member of the powerful House 
of Commons Public Accounts 
Committee (PAC) will ask Sir 
John Bourn to find out exactly 
what steps Mr Davis took to 
check applicants' backgrounds 
tiefore awarding the franchise 


q B770951 1l 946542 


to a consortium including the 
controversial US firm GTcch. 

It has been disclosed that Mr 
Davis, who has been tem- 
porarily replaced by his deputy. 
John Stoker, approached spe- 
cialist investigators Kroll As- 
sociates to carry out 
confidential “due diligence" 
checks on 100 individuals just 
weeks before the contract w as 
awarded to Camclot in 1994. 
The operation, according to 
security experts, would have 
taken at least three months. The 
contract was not given to Kroll 
and Mr Davis later told the PAC 
chat the checks had been carried 
out by the FBI. But an FBI 
spokesman in Washington said 
there was no record of this. 

Mr Williams will also be seek- 
ing an emergency meeting of the 
PAC to examine the future of the 
lottery, including the parameters 
of the contract with Camclot and 
if there is any avenue for GTcch 
to be removed from iL 



John Stoker: New regulator 

The controversy was fuelled 
in the Commons yesterday when 
Alan Clark MP asked the Gov- 
ernment to strip Camclot of the 
licence because of GTech’s 
“Mafia connections". 

A spokeswoman for Ollot, 
asked about Mr Davis' alleged 
use of the FBI. said; "Thcrchas 
definitely been some commu- 
nication with the FBI." 

Wife stands by man, page 17 


Peps rethink 

GORDON BROWN is 
prepared to make conces- 
sions in his plans for new In- 
dividual Savings Accounts. 
The Chancellor indicated 
yesterday that savers could 
transfer into a new account 
from existing Tessas and 
Peps without breaching the 
£50,000 lifetime limit on 
ISAs. Page 4 

Plutonium problem 

BRITAIN is creating more 
and more plutonium without 
any credible long-term plans 
for dealing with it. says the 
Royal Society. Stocks of the 
toxic, radioactive metal arc set 
to double over the next 10 
years to 100 tons. Page 7 

Tooth delay 

FEARS of a public backlash 
have forced ministers to 
change their minds over plans 
to extend fluoridation of 
Britain's water supply to pre- 
vent tooth decay. Page S 


The prize that could 
be the death of you 



FEELING low, looking for 15 
minutes of lame? You have just 
u month left to come up with a 
spectacular way to end it all. 
ivmcx foul McCann. Nomina- 
tions for the annual Darwin 
Awards for the individual who 
“removes themselves from the 
gene pool in the most spectac- 
ular fashion” dose on 1 March. 

The Internet-run award is 
named in memory of Charles 
Da min and his theory of evo- 
lution. The judges are cur- 
rently tipping David Zahack. 33. 
from Washington State in the 
US os the man who has dune his 
species the higgest favour. 

No one knows jf Mr Zubtick 
was truly suicidal or just stu- 
pid* but he is ahead in the vot- 
ing after deciding to rub a 
packed gun shop in a state with 
more licensed concealed 
weapons and armed militia 
than any in America* 

To compound his folly the 
would-be gun thief walked past 


a parked police car on his way 

into the shop. There is some de- 
bate about whether the off- 
duty policeman or the shop 
assistant shot him first, but an- 
other three customers pulled 
guns on him anyway. 

Because the Darwin Awards 

are about commemorating 
thubc who remove their dumb 
DNA from the human gene 
pool the current second-place 
candidate falls into the category 
of “alive but sterile”. The un- 
named man tried to staple up 
his testicles after getting them 
caught in machinery at work 
while masturbating. 

Last year's winner has also 
become famous. He was 
Toronto lawyer Garry Hoy. 39. 
who tried to demonstrate the 
strength of his building's 
windows to visiting students 
by throwing a shoulder against 
one of them. He crashed 
through the window and fell 24 
iloors to his death. 
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Peers warned of casualties in newspaper price war 


The battle to curb Rupert 
Murdoch's press power was 
stepped up yesterday as 
peers mustered cross-party 
support for a critical 
amendment to the 
Government's Competition 
Bill. Anthony Bevins, Political 
Editor, analyses the debate. 


Lord McNally, the Liberal Democ- 
rat spokesman who once served as 
James Callaghan’s parliamentary 
aide at No 10, warned yesterday that 
there could be newspaper “casual- 
ties' 7 If the legislation went though 
without his amendment targeting the 
predatory pricing of newspapers. 

“It isn’t just The Independent 
that is in trouble,” he said, “or the 
Telegraph that is haemorrhaging, 
the whole structure of our newspa- 
per industry is in anarchy as the mo- 
ment/ 1 

Lord McNally said the Govern- 
ment might be refusing to act on the 
issue at the moment. “But my pre- 
diction is that in a very short time, 
they will have to do something as 
they will be faced with major casu- 
alties. Then there will be a great 
slamming of stable doors and a 
weeping of crocodile tears.” 


WEATHER 




Lord McNally (left), whose amendment to the Competition BO) is supported by Lord Borne (right), a former director-general of lair trading 


His Murdoch amendment has the 
backing of Labour and Tbry peers, 
as well as independent cross- 
. benchers - but the Government 
will impose a three-line whip against 
it whea it comes up for debate in the 
Lords on Monday night, arguing that 
it is not necessary to take specific ac- 


tion against Mr Murdoch's price-cut- 
ting operations. 

But Lord Borne, a Labour peer 
and director of the Mirror Group - 
which owns 46 per cent of The In- 
dependent -said that as a former di- 
rector-general of fair trading he 
believed there was a precedent in the 


Fair Trading Act 1973 for taking di- 
rect and ^jedfic action to protect the 
diversity of opinion and freedom of 
expression in the press. 

He was supporting Lord Mc- 
Nally’s amendment because it would 
clarify the Competition BO! 

Uncertainty abou t the impact of 


the legislation has been compound- 
ed by Lord Simon of Highbury, min- 
ister for trade and competitiveness 
in Europe, who said in December 
that he did not wish to give a view 
about the impact of the legislation 
because “ this would risk trespassing 
on the territory of the director-gen- 


eral of fair trading, the Competition 
Commission, and the courts under 
the new legislation”. 

A Labour critic in the Commons 
said last night: “What are ministers 
for if they cannot teD us what their 
legislation is going to achieve?" 

Lord Borne said: “This amend- 
ment will address the uncertainty that 
exists in the BAB - as to whether it will 
cover what has been going on in the 
newspaper industry; namely die per- 
sistent under-cost pricing of the 
Times newspaper, to the damage of 
its rivals, particularly The Independent 
and the Telegraph” 

• A News International spokes- 
woman said yesterday the company 
would co-operate in any inquiry into 
its tax l ia bilities, writes Steve Bogr 
gan.“We comply with the Lax laws and 
co-operate with the tax authorities in 
all the countries in which we oper- 
ate,” she said. “That compliance 
anri co-operation will continue.” 

Sources inside the company said 
news of the inquiry, revealed in yes- 
terday’s Independent , came as a com- 
plete shock to Mr Murdoch. Until 
yesterday’s revelations, bis repre- 
sentatives bad no idea he was being 
targeted for special attention. It is 
thought his lawyers are planning to 
contact the tax authorities in the US, 
Australia, the UK and Canada to es- 
tablish the nature of the inquiry. 
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Atlantic chart, noon today 
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WEATHERWISE 

El Nino has disrupted weather 
patterns around the world 
Here are the latest items for 
which it must lake the credit 
or blame. 

Kenya: According to an offi- 
cial count, there are now more 
than 1.5 million flamingos 
around Lake Nakuru in the 


Rift \hlley. The birds have 
been largely absent from the 
lake for the past 10 years, but 
El Nino has brought the ideal 
weather for them to return in 
force. “They are back, and it 
is very nice to have them,” said 
Daniel Kilonzo, senior warden 
at Nakuru National Park. 
Falling water levels in the 


1980s had affected the salin- 
ity of the lake and driven the 
flamingos away, but the recent 
torrential rain has restored 
levels. 

Mexico: Storms blowing in 
from the United Slates have 
brought unusually cold 
weather to normally balmy 


spots in Mexico. Light snow 
was reported in 10 Mexican 
stales on Tuesday. At least 
three people - two in Cuba 
and one in Guatemala - were 
reported killed in storms. 

Guyana: The education min- 
istry in Guyana has 
announced plans to cut after- 


noon classes for primary and 
elementary schools starting 
next week. This has become 
necessary as part of a strict 
water-rationing plan. While 
high-level winds, caused by EJ 
Nino, have protected the 
Caribbean from hurricanes, 
they have also led to severe 
drought in South America. 
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Some items raised in readers' let- 
ters, starting wish a correction to 
our piece on Shipp ing Areas: 

From the Rev John Wiliams, 
West Wittering, Chichester: 

“A bight is not a smooth 
stretch of coastline: it’s anoth- 
er word for bay. German Bight 
is the wide bay formed by the 
coastlines of Jutland, Schleswig- 
Holstein and Lower Saxony. Its 
name in German is “ Deutsche 
Bucht ", which veiy definitely 
means bay. 

“And Utsire is not the Nor- 
wegian for island. That is “py”, 
connected linguistically with 
the English place-name suffix 
“-ey”, as in Canvey, Selsey etc. 
Utsira is a small island off the 
West coast of Norway.” 

While grateful to accept that 
/ can 7 tell my py from my Utsire, 
I'm less convinced by bight. The 
Old English ' A byht” simpfy meant 
a bend, and a bight in a piece of 
string is any free curve. Cham- 
bers 21st Century Dictionary 
gh'es “a stretch of gently curbing 
coastline’’ as one definition. 

From KJ Teacher, East Finch- 
ley, London: 

“For two or three weeks 
around the winter solstice the 
Sun both sets and rises each day 
at a later time. An equivalent 
situation occurs at the summer 


solstice, though here the peri- 
od during which sunsets and 
sunrises move in the same di- 
rection is much shorter. I’d be 
fascinated to know why." 

It’s due to the difference be- 
tween “Apparent Solar Tune" (as 
read on a sundial) and “Mean 
Solar Time" (as seen on a clock). 
Because the Earth ’s orbit round 
the Sun is elliptical, and because 
of the tilt between the axis of the 
Earth's rotation and the plane of 
its solar orbit, theiime firm one 
sunrise to the next is not constant 
but varies from about 23 hours 
and 46 minutes to 24 hours and 
16 minutes. Mean Solar time 
smooths out these differences. At 
their worst, sundials are 14 min- 
utes slow in February and 16 min- 
utes fast in November. The Sun’s 
apparently both rising and setting 
later around die winter solstice 
is a symptom of the Earth's 
catching up with the clock. In 
summer, the discrepancy is not 
so wide, and the catching-up pe- 
riod does not take so long If you 
want to set your sundial do it 
round IS April 14 June, 1 Sep- 
tember or 25 December- when 
Mean Solar Time and Apparent 
Solar Time coincide. 

Steven Squires of Luton has seat 
us a photograph of an unusual 
rainbow: What puzzled me 

was the fact that the Sun was low 
in the sky and the curvature of 
the rainbow was away from the 
Sun rather than as a halo 
around it. The red of the rain- 
bow was on the outer curve. 

Red on the outer curve is a 
sign of a secondary rainbow, 
caused by a double reflection of 
the light inside each raindrop. 
These are very puzding when you 
cannot see the primary rainbow. 
Even odder rainbows may be due 
uj sunlight that is first reflected 
offthe still surface of water, then 
refracted through raindrops. 
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Britain’s king of the 
counterculture is 

killed in car crash 


The man considered by 
most to be Britain’s 
ecstas Y guru has died in 
a car crash. Jos on Bennetto. 
Crime Correspondent, 
considers the life of an 
extraordinary individual 
who epitomised the idea 
of counterculture. 


Throughout his life Nicholas 

Saunders dared to be different 

Atone stage he lived in a house 
. in London with a duck pond in 
the front room and a machine 
that blew giant bubbles into the 
road. The property was later de- 
stroyed after a Danish girl- 
friend set light to a papier 
m&che igloo where she had 
been meditating. 

Saunders, who died aged 60 
in South Africa on Tuesday in 
a car crash, championed an 
unconventional lifestyle dur- 
ing the Sixties with the publi- 


cation Of the first Alternative 
London guide and later cam- 
paigned for the safer use of the 
drug ecstasy. He was also re- 
sponsible for transforming 
Neal’s Yard in Coveut Garden 
into a Mecca for vegetarians, old 
hippies, and new trendies. 

His three books, including £ 
for Ecstasy, have become es- 
sential for drug users and re- 
searchers, and bis Internet 
website, winch displays pictures 
of ecstasy tablets is accessed 
three million times a year. 

He started to rebel while still 
very young, attempting to blow 
up his school chapel at Ample- 
forth in Yorkshire. The bomb 
failed to go off 

His father. Sir Alexander 
CaiT-Saunders, was director of 
the London School of Eco- 
nomics, which friends believe 
was partly responsible for turn- 
ing his son against authority. 

In London in the Sixties he 
took up squatting and in 1970 
he printed the successful^ /ter- 




Saunders and Ms partner Anya Dashwood 


Still Pictures 


native London guidebook, of- 
fering information on chibs, 
the women's movement and 
squatting. 

He later developed an old 
warehouse in the then derelict 
Neal's Yard and opened the first 
wholefood warehouse in Lon- 
don that sold gpods in bulk. This 
lead to a series of other shops 
including a coffee house, a bak- 
ery and a dairy. 

In the 1980s he took his first 
ecstasy tablet, which was to 
transform his life again. On tak- 
ing the drug he derided that he 
had been mildly depressed for 
the past decade and set about 

researching the properties of the 
new substance. This led to the 
three books and a wealth of 
original survey work. 

On his website - www.ee- 
stasy.org - he published regu- 
lar photographs of the various 
ecstasy pQls on the market with 
warnings about whai contami- 
nated substances, such as brick 
dust and speed, they contained. 

At the time of bis death he 
was completing research into a 
book about natural drugs used 
by tribes throughout the world. 

He died of a brain haemor- 
rhage after the car he was be- 
ing driven in overturned three 
times on a road at Kroonsladi, 
about two and a half hours from 
Johannesburg. His driver was in- 
jured and there are sugges- 
tions that the car had been 
deliberately targeted by road- 
side hijackers. Certainly robbers 
had rifled his pockets before the 
ambulance arrived. 

Yesterday friends and drug 
experts paid their tributes. 

* Georganne Downes, a girl- 
friend of Saunders throughout 
the Seventies, and now the 
Countess of Uxbridge, added: 
“He was an alternative Richard 
Branson. Everything he 
touched turned to gold, al- 
though he always did everything 
es on die cheap." 
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One in the eye: Microsoft boss Bill Gates after the custard pie attack in Brussels yesterday 

Gates gets a pasting from the custard pie champion 

® . ee.-^.i^.hM'n The furore surrounding the rasetram- 


One of the world’s richest man received 
an unexpected pasting yesterday, as 
uni dentified pranksters in Brussels 
hurled a pie at Bill Gates. 

The projectile was well aimed. The 
Microsoft boss was reduced to a slap- 
stick figure of fun, his spectacles plas- 
tered over and his suit of the finest doth 

bespattered with gunk. 

Topping the list of potential suspects 
is Noel Godin, a kind of Belgian Den- 
nis Pennis armed with confectioner’s 
custard, who specialises in leaving 
egg on the feces of the rich and famous. 
Previous victims included the French 
philosopher Bernard-Henri Levy and 


the film-maker Jean-Luc Godard. 

The Microsoft boss, whose personal 
wealth at Christmas was believed to 
have topped a prodigious $36.Stm 
(£23bn), came under fire as he was on 
his way into the Concert Noble, where 
he was about to attend a reception 
hosted by Flemish politicians. Two men 
were arrested. 

A Microsoft spokesman said the 
company would not be presting (barges 
for the attack. Gales was unhurt, 
though visibly embarrassed, and after 
a clean-up in a side room emerged for 
a meeting with the Flemish Prime Min- 
ister Luc van den Brande. 


The custard missile may 
thework of a seff-pubfcfe^u^ 
are plenty of other tihat pnbbc 
opinion, not least in the U rated ISmles, 

Ststo see Gates eat humble pe. 

ah this in spite of some ennge 
making displays of “humanity" on 
late-night talk shows in the US, where 

he sMg^vnilde Twinkle 

and a public pledge to outdo 
Thd Ttener in the philanthropy stakes 

In his worst legal defeat, , 

Justice Department recently ordered 

the Mkaosoft boss to stop 

puter manufacturers to install Mjs- 

crosft's Internet browser on its PCs. 


The furore surrounding the rase trans- 
formed Gates' image - born _the 
charmless but harmless lord of the 
computer world’s geeks and nerds to 
a bully bent on world domination. 

Now there are reports of eroded 
wires in cyber-wizzard’s new $40m 

palace. “1 brought up a big screen in 
5ny bedroom to watch a programme 
and for some reason the system 

stopped working." be confessed to TV 

tnnStowhostBaibaraWhltem. Itwas 
sitting there shining and I wanted to 
go to sleep. So finally I had to get a 
blanket and put it over the screen. 

— Marcus Tanner 


Elton and Stevie to provide Bill and Tony with some aural 


stimulation 


It is well known in 
Washington circles that 
Bill Clinton loves 
nothing better than a 
bit of aural stimulation, 
so tonight he is in for 
something of a treat 
Steve Boggan reports. 


As a surprise for his special 
guest Tbny Blair, the President 
has lined up Elton John and 
Stevie Wonder for a special 
White House performance of 
the duet Ebony and Ivory to 
conclude day one of the Tbny 
and Bill show. 

There has been talk for 
some time of Elton John per- 
forming for Mr Clinton at a 
s tar -spangled dmneT tonight. 


but yesterday it emerged that 
Wonder would also be there to 
sing the song he made famous 
with Paul McCartney. 

The White House dinner is 
the honest ticket in town, with 
guests including Sting and bis 
wife, Trudie Styler, together 
with a host of America’s rich 
and famous. Sir Paul, who 
wrote the number one song in 
1982, and his American wife. 


t inHfl were also invited but 
were not able to attend. 

Two pianos are to be set up 
on the West Terrace, where a 
half-hour of entertainment is 
scheduled at the end of what 
promises to be a lavish dinner. 

The President, a keen sax- 
ophonist, and the Prime Min- 
ister, a guitarist, were 
rumoured for a while to be 
considering a jam session but 


Capricia Marshall, Mr Clin- 
ton’s social secretary, said talk 
of Mr Clinton getting his in- 
strument out for a blow was in- 
correct. It was on everyone’s 
lips until yesterday. 

The choice of the duet is not 

thought to be significant, al- 
though the verse - "We all 
know that people are the same 

wherever we go/ There is good 

and bad in everyone/ We learn 


to live, we learn to give/ each 
other what we need to survive 
together alive” - has elements 
reflecting the President’s past 
week: badness, forgiveness and 
survival. 

“The President wanted to 
keep the performance as a sur- 
prise for Tbny but word leaked 
out from Washington," said a 
Whitehall source. “It’s being 
seen as a terrific gesture and 


Tony’s really looking forward 

to it." t _ 

It is not clear yet whether 
Elton John will perform “Can- 
dle in the Wind" in memory of 
Diana, Princess of Wales, but 
many observers think it un- 
likely. 

He said after her funeral 
that he did not intend to per- 
form it before a live audience. 

Mr Blair flew to Washing- 


ton on Concorde last night and 
will start his day today with a 
breakfast with the Irish con- 
gressional lobby before lunch 
with Mr Clinton and a visit to 
a school. 

Tonight’s festivities will be- 
gin at 8.45pm, when Mr Clin- 
ton will propose the toast and 
Mr Blair will respond- The tin- 
kling of the ivories will begin 
at 10.15pm. 



Avoid the rushes, fly from your local airport. 
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Chancellor 
to back down 
over plan 
to curb Peps 


The Chancellor is 
prepared to make 
concessions in Kb plans 
to introduce new 
Individual Savings 
Accounts following a 
storm of controversy 
over the proposals. Diane 
Coyle, Economics Editor, 
reports on a partial 
victory for critics of the 
planned accounts. 

Gordon Brown has indicated to 
officials that he is prepared to 
concede ground on some of the 
criticisms of the proposed In- 
dividual Savings Account dur- 
ing the consults don period. 

The most likely change would 
be an increase in the amount that 
people can transfer into a new 
account from existing Peps and 
Tessas without breaching the 
£50,000 lifetime cap on contri- 
butions to the new accounts, 
according to senior sources. 

The change of heart is 
thought to re Gan ministerial un- 
happiness with the perception 
that the ISAsare part of a covert 
attack on (he middle classes as 
much as an admission that the 
proposals are genuinely flawed. 

Certainly, many experts have 
argued that the switch from 
Peps arid Tessas to I SAs will dis- 
courage rmddle-dass savers with- 
out increasing saving by the less 
well-off by very much. Most 
recently the National Institute for 
Economic and Social Research, 
a respected independent think- 
tank, said the Government’s 
proposals would reduce the 
amount saved in Britain. 

The main criticisms oflSAs 
by the financial services indus- 
try. however, have focused on 
the difficulty of administering 


the £50,000 lifetime limit Po- 
tential providers of the accounts 
have said It wiD be difficult to 
keep track of separate accounts 
and to monitor withdrawals. 

However, Treasury sources 
have already indicated that 
there is no intention to raise or 
abandon the £50,000 ceiling. 

However, there has also 
been much unhappiness with 
the fact that the cap imposes a 
de facto limit on the amount that 
can be transferred from exist- 
ing Peps and Tessas. This will af- 
fect between 10 and 15 per coat 
of current holders of Peps, ac- 
cording to the Inland Revenue. 

A concession increasing the 
amount that can be transferred 
from existing accounts is likely 
to be announced in the Budget 
on 17 March. 

Prudential, the UK's biggest 
life insurer, yesterday proposed 
that the Government should 
link the new Individual Savings 
Account with its other major 
reform of personal finance, 
stakeholder pensions. 

The Pru said it shares con- 
cerns that ISAs win be made 
attractive to low-income savers 
at the expense of pension sav- 
ing. In its Budget submission to 
the Government it said it wants 
ISA savers to be able to shift 
money into pensions with no tax 
penalty. 

The Pru also suggested cash 
bonuses for long-term saving 
instead of the proposed tax 
credit of 10 per cent on the 
growth of the fond. 

Its submission repeats a crit- 
icism made by the Institute for 
Fiscal Studies. In its “Green 
Budget" report last month, it 
argued that reform of tax con- 
cessions for saving should have 
been explicitly linked to pension 
reform. 

Budget for work, page 20 



Design guru; Talented architect Mark Fisher is in much demand for his spectacular sets for rock tours 


Photograph: Cristina Garda 


‘Jumping Jack Flash’ who will transform Dome 


It will be a terrific, foil blast, mega- 
watt, stage struck experience. Mark 
Fisher’s raw materials are scaffold- 
ing, fireworks and dry ice, inflatable 
models, enough flashing lights to il- 
luminate Milton Keynes for one 
night, and half a million watts. And 
he’s p lanning the show of the cen- 
tury at the Millennium Dome. 

In the United Stales his show for 
the Rolling Stones’ 1990 Steel 
Wheels tour saw the band jump from 
eight to three in the worldwide chart 
of top performance earners. It gen- 
erated revenues of more than SlOOm 
and was seen by i milli on people. 
Unassuming Fisher says mildly that 
he just uses special effects to high- 
light the performers. His lack of ego 
makes him a great team player. 

The Stones “Bridges to Babylon" 
tour of Mexico moves to Europe in 
May and the UK in August. “Pop- 
mart", in which he catapulted U2 on 
stage in a 60ft rotating lemon is tour- 
ing the Far East. Bono wrote “Too 
Much is Not Enough" around Fish- 
er’s sleuthwork for the set - it's the 
title of an autobiography by Morris 
Lapidus who designed the American 
supermarkets of the Fifties and Six- 



Fisher Park’s concept for Tina Turner^ 1990 Foreign Affair tour, 
which was designed to play in indoor and outdoor venues 


ties and Fisher just loved it. “Rock 
is not a subtle medium," he says. 

From his modest north London 
house. Architectural Association 
trained Fisher designs shows for Tina 
TUrner, the Stones, U2 and Janet 
Jackson. So you can see why he 
thinks the Dome is a truly wonder- 
ful thing to be asked to work on. 
Outing MJ6 agents is easier than get- 
ting names from the New - or even 
the Old - Millennium Experience. 


Confidentiality pressures on every 
player under the Dome prevent 
him from commenting on his role. 

What catapulted Fisher to fame 
was the Berlin concert for Roger Wa- 
ters of Pink Floyd in 1990. No 
sooner had the wall oome down than 
Mark Fisher, with his then partner 
Jonathan Park, built the largest set 
in the world from 2500 styrofoam 
bricks stretching 550 feet across No 
Man's Land for a one-night gig. 


Blood red at first, it was a backdrop 
to the military parade with gigantic 
projections written in 60ft high let- 
ters . “All in all It’s just another hole 
in the wall" was blasting out as be 
blew it up in a flurry of styro-foam 
bricks. He recycled them as cavity 
wall insulation after the show. 

Good on recycling, he turned old 
inflatable Honky Took Women from 
the Stones “Steel Wheels" set into 
gargoyles to highlight an exhibition 
of “Portable Architecture" at the 
Royal Institute of British Architects. 

7b camouflage the scaffolding 
skeleton, theatrical scrims are paint- 
ed or left plain for projected images. 
A few 3D effects vary the monoto- 
ny of everything taking place on one 
level. Fisher knows how to work with 
set riggers on the skeletal structure 
since they are capable of “modify- 
ing it” which means leaving it behind. 
Sets have to be capable of being built 
in 60 hours, up to 250 times in a tour. 

One thing is for sure. If Mark 
Fisher signs his contract early next 
week, the dome wfll have at least one 
terrific crowd pulling attraction. 

— Nonie Niesewand 
Design Correspondent 


RUC too. cautious 
about change 

Senior management of the Royal Uls ter 

Constabulary was last night entiosed for 

being too cautious over making changes 
in the force. Colin Smith, the Inspector 
of Constabulary with responsibility for 

the RUG told MPs every recommen- 
dation he had made about the force had 
been acted on. But be criticised the dow- 
ness with which this happened. . 

He told the Commons Northern Ire- 
land Affairs Select Committee: “There 
is excessive caution in introducing 
change." He excepted the present Chief 
Constable, Ronnie Flanagan, who had 
been “totally and completely responsive 
to every recommendation I've made . 

“But in the higher echelons there has 
been a reluctance tojake brave decisions 
and move forward,” he said. 

MPs to examine 
Chinook crash 

A new inquiry is to be launched into as- 
pects of the RAF Chinook helicopter dis- 
aster on the Mull of Kin tyre in which 29 

people died, MPs decided yesterday. 

The investigations will concentrate on 
general issues arising from the crash. 
Twenty-five Northern Ireland intelligence 
experts an d four crew died when the he- 
licopter crashed into a remote hillside 
in thick mis t in 1994. An RAF board of 
inquiry blamed “gross negligence" by the 
two pilots, which their families have 
rebutted. The Commons defence select 
co mmi ttee will call Armed Forces Min- 
ister John Reid to give evidence. 

— Andrew Buncombe 

Riddle of worms 
in very hot water 

Scientists have been stumped by deep- 
sea worms which thrive in temperatures 
almost hot enough to boil water. 

The Pompeii womi, AlvineUa pompc - 
jana , lives around volcanic hydrothermal 
vents more than a mile-and-a-half deep 
on the floor of the Pacific ocean. 

Fluid gushing from the metal-sulphide 
“chimneys" of the vents can reach 300C. 
The four-inch Jong worms live in tubes 
attached to the chimney walls, where 
their bottom ends s imm er at 80C while 
their tops chill out at a coolish 20C. 

Nature journal reported yesterday that 
scientists think the worms may survive 
by being insulated by hairy-looking bac- 
terial hitchhikers that boat their bodies. 
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PAINFUL L ES.som 


yrar-oldbrother, Dylan, m fe . 


**“ « "* fluoridated. A recent sur- 
vey satd the area has the worst dental 
buafth in England. 

The boys' mother. Joanne Morris, said 
she had always made sure that they 
brushed their teeth properly, had few 
sweets and sugary drinks and visited the 
dentist regularly. “Despite all that, Kier- 
an’s top teeth were like black stumps in 
his mouth," she said. "He started get- 
ting abscesses and he was in a lot of pain. 

After Kieran's problems, I took extra care 
with Dylan, but his went bad too.” 

Mrs Morris is considering joining a 
group legal action against North West 
Vfeter. which has resisted flu o ridating wa- 
ter supplies although regional health au- 
thorities love offered to fund it. “1 want 
to help prevent other children from suf- 
fering like mineT she said. 
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their teeth either. h 

A recent survey, by 
.ocMon far the Study ofCommun^y 

Dentistry, found 

West Midlands enjoyed the 

health in England. The water in the re 

S but when they go to *. •*££ 

they never need to here 

TTk only thing I can put it down MB 

the fluoride. I feel very 

lies in unfluoridated areas. Children de- 
serve the right to have decent teeth. 


. . , photograph: John 

Is brushing enough? Medical experts say fluoridation of water supplies could even out dental health Inequalities between _ 


Fluoride fear 
condemns 
children to 
tooth decay 


rovemment Green 
>er on public health 
slished today will 
ore one of the 
iplest, most effective 
ys of tackling health 
•qualities: adding 
oride to drinking 
ter. Jeremy Lnurance, 
salth Editor, reports. 

are of a public backlash 
ve forced ministers to 
inge their minds over plans 
extend fluoridation of 
itain’s water supplies to pre- 
nt tooth decay. 

Tessa Jowell, the minister 
r public health, has bowed to 
essure from cabinet col- 
agues worried about the civ- 
liberties implications of 
quiring water companies to 
traduce a chemical additive 
i their supplies. 

Jack Straw, the Home Sec- 
iar> . wrote to Frank Dobson, 
ic Secretary of State for 
[ealth, last October urging 
im to meet anti-fluoridation 
impaicners. “Having looked 
arefully and objectively at 
oth sides. I do fed that theirs 
; a valid point of view," he 

iTOtC. 

Ms Jowell favours further 
luoridation and has described 
is “unacceptable’’ the refusal 
,f some private water compa- 
res to consult with health au- 
horities on the issue. 

The National Alliance 
gainst Dental Health In- 
equalities. representmg 31 

medical, dental and voluntary 

cr i?anisations, bas called for 
legislation to give the fined say 
on fluoridation to P ul J c ty*®' 
countable health authorities, 
rather than privatised water 


i rues. . 

Sandy Macara. chairman 

British Medical Assoc- 
said: “Fluoridation or 
supplies in deprived ar- 
ouM -halve tooth decay 


rates in five-year-olds within 
five years. This could be 
achieved at very low cost." 

John Hunt, British Dental 
Association chief executive, 
said: “The Government has a 
real opportunity to reduce 
dental health inequalities. It is 
unacceptable that water sup- 
pliers are dictating public 
health policy." 

In a Gammons written 
answer last November, Ms 
Jowell said the Government 
was reviewing fluoridation, 
and cited extensive scientific lit- 
erature in support of its safe- 
ty. No serious side-effects had 
been identified, she said. 

Tbda/s Green Paper, which 
will set out the Government’s 
plans for tackling the health 
gap between rich and poor, is 
expected to disappoint pro-flu- 
oride campaigners by recom- 
mending further consultation. 
Ms Jowell is understood to 
have told colleagues she is 
anxious to “go with the grain 
of public opinion” and avoid 
“needlessly intrusive, bossy 

government” . . 

Fluoride exists naturally in 
all water supplies. In some 
areas, such as Hartlepool, the 
concentration is high enough 
to reduce tooth decay by about 
a half. In other areas, the nat- 
ural level can be topped up. 

About 5.5 million people in 
Britain drink artificially fluo- 
ridated water, mainly in the 
West Midlands and the North- 
east. In SandweU, west Mid- 
lands, where fluonde was 
added in 1988, tooth decay m 
five-year-olds has fallen by 
bait In Blackburn, a less de- 
prived area without fluorida- 
tion, it has remained 
unchanged. 

Fears that children usmg 
fluoride toothpaste who tn 
areas with high levels of fluor- 
ide in the water may overdose 
are unfounded, says John 

Hunt, of the BDA: "The only 

possible side effect is a minor 
flecking of tooth enamel. 
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Before you go shopping this weekend 

check out the Q’s. 
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Ql % ’ 

Q. Airbags? 

JO A. Driver’s and front passenger’s. > 

A Ic tharA 9 % 

choice of engines? ° 
A. SURE: 1.4, 1.6 
PETROL AND 1.9 


DOES. 

Q. HOW SPECIAL 


* 




CD 


-4 

O 
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are these 306 

SPECLAL EDITIONS? ^ 

A. Very, very special. O 
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1 Q, Do I have to 
pay extra 
for alloy wheels’? 

A. Nope. 

Q. Is the steering wheel 
height adjustable 1 


A. Absolutely. As are the front 
seat belts and head restraints. 
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^ Q. Tinted glass, a possibility? 
^ A. Tinted glass, a certainty . 


Q.FINANCE 

WHAT’S YOUR BEST? 
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Ab How about 2 Years’ 
0% Finance?*' 
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Prescott: Why I may finally be 
forced to leave the Jag at home 


John Prescon hinted yesterday that he may 
have to abandon his beloved private Jaguar 
as he launched a consultation exercise on 
the greening of Britain. 

The Deputy Prime Minister claimed he 
had been making adjustments to his private 
life to become more environmentally 
friendly: “I use public transport more 
than privaLe transport and I often take the 
chance to walk, as I did this morning." 

But Mr Prescott brushed aside questions 
about Tony Blair's choice of Concorde, the 
world's most polluting vehicle, for his trip 
to Washington yesterday. “It’s a great air- 
craft; next question," he said. 

He was speaking at the launch of the 
Government's sustainable development 
initiative aimed at finding out the public's 
views on how to create “a fairer, greener 
and richer Britain". 

The Government is stressing that fair- 
ness and social justice are as important as 
environmental protection in achieving sus- 
tainable development, the mantra of the 
environmental movement for the post 
decade. "We have in find a way of making 
sustainable development meaningful for all 
our people", said Mr Prescott. 

However, only a third of the British pub- 
lic claim to have heard of the phrase and 
most are unable to define iL According to 
the consultation document released yes- 


terday, sustainable development is "con- 
cerned with achieving economic growth, in 
the form of higher living standards, while 
protecting and where possible enhancing 
the environment”. 

To help, 100,000 leaflets have been print- 
ed and will be distributed in supermarkets 
and post offices, among other places. 

They will invite everyone to give ideas 
and views on what the objectives and tar- 
gets of the sustainable development plan 
should be, and what policies should be used 
Lo achieve them. 

The intention of the exercise is to col- 
late a broad range of views in order to draft 
a strategy by the year's end. 

Michael Meacher, the environment 
minister, said: "We shall not achieve sus- 
tainable development if (he only ones 
who are involved are politicians and jour- 
nalists in London." 

Ministers will be travelling the country 
in the next couple of months in an effort 
to promote the consultation process in the 
regions. In the meantime, the Deputy 
Prime Minister said that people, himself in- 
cluded, mi gh t have to change their lifestyles 
and ways of doing business. They might find 
more gain than pain in doing that. 
"Whether it's me in a Jaguar or somebody 
else, let’s just get talking about it," he said. 

— John Triggs 



Country conflict: Protesters at the Compassion in World Farming rally against live export trade outside the 

Park Lane, London, yesterday. Inside, Jack Cunningham, the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, was heckled by farmers tpgraph. 
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Labour joins 
forces to put 
Cook in clear 


your current account to Natio 


Labour MPs yesterday 
shouted down Michael 
Howard’s call for Robin 
Cook to resign for 
allegedly sacking his 
diary secretary to make 
way for his mistress, 
Gaynor Regan. 

Colin Brown, Chief Political, 
Correspondent says 
Labour hope the Foreign 
Secretary is now 
off the hook. 
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If you are one of the people who 
are regularly overdrawn — and had 
transferred your bank account to a 
Nationwide FlexAccount when it was 
launched back in 1987 — you could 
have been up to £1,000 better off by 
now. Assuming you were overdrawn 
10 months in the year, you could have 
been up to £1,054 better off had you 
switched from Barclays; up to £643 
better off had you moved from NarWest; 
and up to £763 better off had you 
transferred from Lloyds. Even if you 
were never overdrawn, you could still 
have been at least £58 better off. 


Ten years on, nothings changed 

- you still get better value from a 
Nationwide FlexAccount. Because, 
unlike many of the High Street banks, 
we don’t charge you a fee when you go 
overdrawn. And the interest we charge 

— only for the actual days you’re 
overdrawn - is among the lowest 
around. Just as important, we also pay 
a great rate of interest when you’re 
in credit. 

You’re better off in terms of 
convenience, too. Especially since we 
became the first in the UK to launch 
an Internet banking service — Online 


Banking, the latest in a long line of 
Nationwide innovations. 

If it all sounds too good to be 
true, there’s a simple explanation. 
Because we’re a building society 
owned by our customers, we don’t 
have to pay any dividends to 
shareholders. Unlike the banks. 
We believe in putting our customers 
first instead, and using more of our 
profits ro give you berrer value and 
better service. 

Whar more incentive do you 
need? Put yourself first and open a 
Nationwide FlexAccount today. 


The Government staged a res- 
cue operation for Robin Cook 
yesterday to destroy an attack 
by Michael Howard and Tbiy 
backbenchers on the Foreign 
Secretary. 

Tbny Blair dismissed the as- 
sault as opposition by "trivial 
pursuits" but friends of the 
Foreign Secretary were relieved 
the carefully planned counter- 
attack on the Tories had secured 
Mr Cook's position, which, bar- 
ring further accidents, was no 
longer under threat at West- 
minster. 

Mr Cook was absent from 
the chamber, meeting his Ger- 
man counterpart, Klaus KinJkeL, 
and preparing for a mission to 
the Gulf. 

It was the first time the 
Conservatives had called for Mr 
Cook’s resignation but Labour 
spin-doctors were satisfied the 
steam has run out of the Con- 
servative drive to force the For- 
eign Secretary to go. A Tory MF 
said: “They did a good job. We 
couldn’t keep it going." 

Labour's tactics were care- 
fully co-ordinated. The Prime 
Minister's words echoed those 


in the headline on an article in 
yesterday’s Evening Standard 
by Pteter Mandelson, Minis ter 
without Portfolio, who linked 
the Tbry attack on trips abroad 
by minis ters and their part- 
ners, spending on flats, and 
Mr Cook’s partner as “trivia'*. 
A party source said: "We could 
have left the chamber empty but 
the press wank! have said Robin 
Cook has no friends. Tins was 
a spontaneous demonstration of 
support for the Foreign Secre- 
tary.’" Mr Howard accused Mr 
Cook of a" scandalous abuse of 
ministerial power" by sacking 
Anne Buflen as his diary sec- 
retary. There were shouts at the 
former home secretary: “You 
sacked Derek Lewis (former 
prisons chief)”. But Labour's 
counter-attack, led by Derek 
Fatchett, Foreign Office minis- 
ter, centred on a letter by Dou- 
glas Hurd, former foreign 
secretary, showing he had re- 
placed his own diary secretary 
after a few months "because 
things did not work out”. 

Mr Fatchett said the letter 
was written after civil-service 
trade -union members com- 
plained at Lord Hurd’s ap- 
pointment of Ms Bullen. He 
also claimed she was chosen be- 
cause of a family Eton connec- 
tion and she was a political, 
appointment, not a career civ- 
il servant. She had been a per- 
sonal assistant to the Earl of 
Limerick, a friend of Lord 
Hurd and contemporary, at 
Eton. She had worked with a 
company which had close con- 
nections with the Foreign Of- 
fice. Her appointment upset 
other civil servants because it by- 
passed rules requiring compe- 
tition for posts anti was on a 
contract of up to five years. 




Change today. Call us on 0500 30 20 17, quoting ref. FD9, drop into any Nationwide branch to 
pick up details and an easy to use transfer pack, or visit our web site at www.nationwide.co.uk 



It pays to decide. 



putting members first 


The World's No.1 Building Society 


You must be 1 6 or over co apply for i FlesAccaunt. The opening of j FlciAccouni and the provision of certain facilities is subject to on appraisal of an applicant's financial sunUitif.. Overdrafts arc only available to 
those aged 18 or over, subject to status. Overdrafts are repayable on demand. Wrinen quotations available on request. The above figures compare FlexAccount with interest bearing current accounts during the 
period from 18 Mav 198? in 31 December 199“. The better off figures arc derived by deducting rhe assumed charges and overdraft interest (where relevant) front the assumed credit inrerest for each account 


compared over the 10'^ year period. CtlcuLtiuns assume credit interest was paid gross without deduction of tax. Credit interest is normally paid net, after tax. if you ate a nupayer. Higher rate tax payers may have 
had to pay additional tax. Calculations assume a fSQO opening credit balance, a £1500 credit each month. £300 expenses paid on the first day of each month and thereafter equal amounts spent throughout die 
month creating a £300 authorised overdraft on the last day of each month except August and September in the 10'.. year period. In August and September the balance is drawn down to a £50 credit balance. For 
customers who never orordran the jssuiapriun is the balance is drawn down to a £50 credit balance cadi month- A customer following this scenario who transferred from Baniira would be £58 better off. from 
l ,nd frnm Nat West £74. Full details of charges, credit interest ratus and overdraft rates applied over the 10' j vears arc available un request. Information verified by Blays MoneyMasicr. Approved 

overdraft rates and charges at 17 December 1907 are as Follows: Nationwide 12.2% EAR nil monthly fee; Barclays 1 . 8.8% _ E&B- £5 monthly fee; Uoyds . 1$,$% EAR. £8 monthly fcc; NatWcst 
17.8% EAR £5 monthly fee. Interest rate, and charges may vary. Nationwide is a member of the Building Societies Ombudsman Scheme and subscribes to the Banking and Mortgage Codex. Nationwide- 
Building Society. Nationwide House. Pipers Way. Swindon SN38 INW. 
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New Statesman’ 
wage bill queried 


Geoffrey Robinson, the Pay- 
master General, was yesterday 
called on to make a Commons 
statement on his links with the 
New Statesman magazine. 

John Redwood, the Con- 
servative spokesman on trade 
and industry, said he had gone 
through the company’s accounts 
and was baffled by the fact 
that the magazine's salaries 
were paid by a Robinson trust 
to the New Statesman, which 
passed the money to a former 
Robinson company, Stenbell, 
which in turn paid the salaries. 

"The obvious thing to do," 
Mr Redwood said, ‘•would be for 
Geoffrey Robinson to give the 
New Statesman the money, and 
for them to pay the wages." 

Mr Redwood said he want- 
ed to know whether Mr Robin- 
son was maintaining influence, 

through his trust payments, over 

the editor of the New Statesman. 


“It would be a matter of con-, 
siderable public interest,” he 
said, “and in the light of what 
the accounts teQ us, we should 
be told more in Parliament 
about the relationship” 

Ian Hargreaves, the maga- 
zine’s editor, told The Indepen- 
dent last night “I certainly do nor 
feel myself subject to undue in- 
fluence of any kind, and Ido not 
note from what Mr Redwood 
says that he has any evidence of 
such influence.” 


between Stenbell and the maga- 
zine had been set up when Mir 
K^binson took h over, after it tod 
gone to the wall, and the arrange- 
ments had persisted. “I know it 
would be nice for people to be 
able to conclude that it was all. 
deeply evil,” he said, “bufr-Mr. 
Redwood is grasping al snrifog 
straws to create a scandal.”'’ 

— ■ Anthony Bevins 
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Nuclear stockpile at Sellafield enough for I 00 ’®®® 

Britain i. . . ... nrmfiinv .tnred and guarded. None the dis P^ 0 L^o^tolh'S®^. s S: whS) M 


Britain is running grave risks j n 
««"”* deadly plutonium without 

credible long-term pians for 

dealing with it, the Royal Society 


** noyai Society 

«ys. Nfchote Schoon, Environment 
Correspondent, examines the 
scientific society*! report 


says the “scoping study" published yes- TheplulooimnnH^ioaisa^unw 
terday by the Royal Society, the nation’s military, and it comes from 
premiere scientific society spent nudearfiid from BntamW^rpow- 

The stock of this highly toxic, radioactive er stations. The plutonium in this spent tue 
metal is set to double over the next 10 years is mixed with other highly radi 
to 100 tons. “We’re diaurbed at die present terials, including uranium, and scorn- 
lack of strategic direction for dealing with pletelyunsuitabte for use mnudearw^J 
plutonium,™ said Sir Ron Mason, a former But after reprocessing, the 
chief scientific advisor to the Ministry of De- plutonium becomesa 

ffflpp phanwl Hvruw t Ipsm “Whs? 


wml ui strategic airccuon ior aetuiag wui ' - p . 

plutonium,™ said Sir Ron Mason, a former But after reprocessing, the sep 

chief scientific advisor to the Ministry of De- plutonium becomes a much more P\ 

Bv 2010 pnnunh , - fence, who chaired the expert team. "Whai ing target for any tenoral. Sir Ronald suo 

cnmiitat e 10u ^> ‘plutonium will have ac- is the point of the British getting up in the only about 10kg - a briefcase full- wou d 
Nuc,ear Fuel>s United Nations and preaching the cause of suffice to make a crude fi^onbomb. 
malcp nLrh p ^ antin Ct™bria to nuclear non-proliferation workJ-wide when The Rcyal Society study accepts 

make nearly 10,000 exude nuclear weapons, they are taking this risk at borne?” growing quantities of plutonium at Sdlafield 


are carefuQy stored and guarded. None tta 

less, sto^fle can be viewed as a strate- 

eic and environmental risk, as well as an 
open-ended legacy for future generations ■ 
The two greatest nuclear powwj the 
United States and Russia have agreed that 
their surplus military plutonium shouWte 

convened into a form that is 

ficuh to turn into nudear weapons. Bnuuns 
stockpile do« not conform to that standard. 

The Royal Society report says the 
British government and its state-owned nu- 
dear power industiy have no crediW 

term plans for reducing the plutonium or 




nm to make a P awQT 

dons. But ^ ^^ivably be 

stauon m which rt com ^ coast 

burnt, Sizeweli B 011 “the Government 
The study using 

tocanyouta^«hen^ ^ ^ 

independent experts gtoek- 

dons for dealing with 

pile. Yesterday thee Q^^ent 

ZS ta T-^»^ butwe ' re 

under no emergency pressure. 



Brassed off: 

No, it is the 
‘new rock 
and roll ’ 

The film Brassed Off and an 
injection of lottery cash have 
given a welcome boost to the 
traditional British brass band. 

As the first national development 
officer starts work in Yorkshire, 
Louse Jury reports on the boom. 

The sight of Thru Fitzgerald blowing on her 
flugelhorn was enough to give Ewan Mc- 
Gregor renewed hornblowing vigour in 
Brassed Off, the surprise hit film of 1996. 

Telling the story of a struggling colliery 
band and its eventual triumph against the 
odds in competition at the Royal Albert 
Hall, it has apparently prompted renewed 
interest in brass band music. 

And the donation of more than £llm 
of lottery cash in the last three years has 
provided instruments for 261 brass bands, 
many of whom had been struggling to re- 
place sponsorship lost with the closure of 
the collieries and factories where members 
once worked. 

Norman Jones, general secretary of the 
British Federation of Brass Bands, said the 
bands had never gone away, but many were 
now trying to encourage young people in 
with youth dasses. The tottery cash enabled 
bands to buy new instruments and pass old- 
er ones on to young people who have fewer 
opportunities to learn to play at school. 

"Obviously the Brassed Off 61m helped 
to bring brass bands to the fore, be said. 



*•'* V v- ?*r V“-- rirtnP 

Right note: A ^ ^ 
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The Full Monty also featured Sheffield’s 
Stockbridge Band. 

The appointment of Peter Denton as 
full-time national development officer, 
should raise the profile of bands further. 
“It’s part of our heritage,” Mr Jones said. 
There are about 600 bands registered 


in Britain, compared with around 2,000 in 
the heyday of the late Fifties and Saties. 
There are possibly as many bands again who 
meet simply to play together or for wor- 
ship, such as with the Salvation Army. 

An Arts Council spokeswoman said it 
had only become aware of the scale of in- 


terest when the brass bands began applying 

for tottery money. As a result, the councfl 

decided to make the brass band federation 

one of its clients and give a £15,000 grant 
to fund the development officer. 

Ray Clark, secretary of the National As- 
sociation of Brass Band Conductors, said 


Open airbag 
theory in 

Diana crash 

A prematureiy opening 

caused the accident which auea 

SSLofWWes, according toanew^ 

is under serious consideratio 

fered bythe only survivor, W*-* 
in the Mercedes were drew* 

inflated before the car staged bead 

into a pillar in an underpass m central 

Pa 'um,tiieba|p may have been triggered 

wrongly by an earlier impact, possjWya 

explain why the driver.Heim^^ 
lost control of the limousine and crashed 
athigti speed into the central reservation 

pQ police sources told the newspaper U 
Parisiem that the chief mvesu^tor 
Judge Herv6 Stt-phan was tatoug the 
theory seriously and had asked fornew 
£27o?tf* Mereeck* and its airbags 

this week. . 

At the same time Pans police have 

asked for a copy of a video shot by Aus- 
tralian tourists outside the Rira hotel just 
before Diana's party left on their fateful 

The video shows a small white Citreon 

attemendous build-up of bands but then 
ft dropped off w^h guitars and WgTO“l»- 
Now^aquhe a lot of p^ brass bands 

are coming back,™ he said. • 
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Green Flag «* 


1997 ‘Top Direct Lender OvecTwoYeare’ -What Mortgage Maggme- 



Motoring Assistance 
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motoring ASSISTANCE 
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d , on average. Green Flag reach you in just 35 minutes. 

HOWS this for spee ^ that if we don't reach you within the hour. 

-.In feet were so confident o 

you can claim €10 bact ^ ^ ^ ^ £29 . 50 « per annum, and if you join 
How's this for cos ^ iftvouch erworth£5. 

today we’ll give you a free RAC. They can't beat us. So jo.n us. 

That'S faster and cheaper than the AA ..... 
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. Since January ’97 interest payments have risen and risen and risen. With one phone call 

to Direct Line you can start to bring them down again. 

. Out variable late mortgage could save you around £500 a year. 

• No legal fees if you transfer your mortgage without moving 
house using our solicitors package* 

• We refund your standard valuation costs after the 
mortgage is set up. 

• No arrangement, mortgage indemnity or early redemption fees 

• You can borrow up to 90% of the value of your home. 

• So get your house in order. Call Direct Line now. 

0181 649 9099 0161 831 9099 



DIRECT LINE 

0141 221 9099 


LONDON 


MANCHESTER 


GLASGOW 


CALL ANYTIME 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 5pm Saturday. Please quote ref. 1NDI80 

Dferect Unc Rnanclal Services Limited, 250 St, Vincent Street, Glasgow, <32 SSH. 


www.cfirectfinexo.iik 
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Join the Army, see the world, meet people — and become a luvvie 


The armed forces have gone on 
location to help raise their 
profile and boost recruitment. 
Fran Abrams , Political 
Correspondent, says they are 
appearing in everything from 
James Bond to pop videos. 

Who said there was no glamour in life in 
forces? No sooner had the Navy finished 
filming Tomorrow Never Dies last May with 
Judi Dench and Pierce Bros nan than the 
army was off to help Oasis shoot a video. 

According ro a list of engagements that 
is published this week, it has ail just been 
one long whirl. 

In all, the services have helped out on 
a total of 10 films and television series’ 
since May last year. 

There was a Scottish BBC drama. In- 
vasion Earth, which took 22 airmen for 
three months plus a Chinook and a Puma 
'helicopter for a day. And, as for Soldier, 
Soldier, they are in virtually every episode. 

Carlton Productions, makers of the 
popular television drama, have a Lynx he- 
licopter and crew plus a Saxon troop car- 
rier on long-term hire from the Anny. 

The Scots and Welsh Guards, the 
Household Cavalry and L6 Air Defence 
Regiment have all been called on to help 
out at various stages. 

Most were carried out at cost price. 
Yesterday the Ministry of Defence said its 
personnel were only too happy to win pos- 
itive publicity and to contribute to the 
greater good. 

Cost price, however, is not always 
cheap. Want to hire the frigate HMS West- 


minster'} That win be just £2.000 an hour. 
Sir. lynx helicopter? lb you, £1,500 an 
hour. 

Soldiers, sailors and airmen come at 
varying rates, depending on their rank. 
While a private can be had for £121 a day 
on average, a sergeant might cost £190 and 

PRIVATES ON 
PARADE 

Private missions: some armed forces 
hirings since May 1997. 

Early May. HMS Westminster finishes 
filming the latest James Bond movie. 
Tomorrow Never Dies. 

June: Two army Lynx helicopters help out 
the pop group Oasis with a new video, 
“D’You Know What i Mean?" 

August- November Twenty-two RAF 
personnel and a small number of land 
vehicles help in a BBC Scotland drama 
series. Invasion Earth. 

On [7 September they are joined 
by a Chinook and a Puma helicopter. 

3 December A Hercules aircraft assists 
Jersey Wildlife Preservation Trust In 
moving gorillas. 

16 December A Hercules helps to 
rescue the Virgin Global Challenger 
balloon envelope after it blows away 
and ends up in Algeria. A Lynx, its 
crew and a Saxon personnel carrier 
are hired for the filming of Sofcfier, 
Soldier. 

Elements of the Scots and Welsh Guards, 
the Household Cavalry and 16 Air 
Defence Regiment have also been 
involved in the series. 


a major £300. The men get up to a fasci- 
nating range of activities. 

As well as appearing in videos includ- 
ing Oasis's post-holocaust “D'You Know 
What I Mean?”, there was a vast range 
of other hirings. 

In December, for example, the RAF 
lent a Puma helicopter to the BBC. 
helped the Jersey Wildlife Preservation 
Trust to move some gorillas and rescued 
Richard Branson’s balloon from an air- 
field in Algeria. 

The Anny life is not all glitz and glam- 
our, though. Id January, for example, a 
Chinook helicopter was rent to Mlnehead 
to remove a tree which fell on a house dur- 
ing a storm. 

A Ministry of Defence spokesman said 
that no profit was made from the arrange- 
ments, and most of them were done at cost 
price. 

“We want to make sure that we are un- 
dertaking activities which promote the 
MoD and benefit the wider community. 
Also, it must not conflict with operational 
or training responsibilities. 

“We are also mindful of the fact that 
we don’t take business away from other 
companies. So we don’t charge less than 
an actor would charge to play a soldier.” 
he said, 

A major part of the list concerns ex- 
ports. though, and it is this which will raise 
the hackles of anti-arms trade groups. 

Companies such as Vickers, which ex- 
ports to Turkey, arid AMs, which sends 
armoured vehicles to Indonesia, featured 
among those helped by the Royal Ar- 
tillery Export Support Team, which went 
ail over the world to assist British arms 
companies. 



& 


Shooting stars: Actors in Sofcfier, Soldier, with air support courtesy of the armed forces 


Photograph: Carlton TV 



Priest raped me when I was 
nine, woman tells court 


A woman recounted yesterday 
how a Roman Catholic priest 
allegedly sexually assaulted her 
while hearing her confession 
when she was a nine-year-old 
schoolgirl. 

She said Fr John Lloyd 
raped and indecently assaulted 
her on numerous occasions as 
she sat cm his lap in a darkened 
room. 

“It happened every time I 
went to confess bn - once a 
week - over a period of about 
18 months,” she told Cardiff 
Down Court *T thought about 
telling my mother, but 1 was 
afraid. I thought I would be in 
trouble if I told her." 

The woman, who cannot be 
named, was the first prosecution 
witness to give evidence at the 
trial of Fr Lloyd, 57. He denies 
sexual assaults on six children 
aged from eight to 13 over an 
18-year period, while working as 
a parish priest in South Wiles. 


The woman explained that 
Fr Lloyd regularly visited her 
primary school to hear the con- 
fessions of the children, who 
queued up outside a room par- 
titioned off with black cur- 
tains. “We all went through one 
by one, about four of us went 
at lunchtime," she said 

She said the children would 
knock on the door and wait to 
be called in by Fr Lloyd, who 
sat in a chair. They knelt in front 
of him. made their confession 
and then received a penance of 
prayers to say. 

She said the priest sat her on 
his lap and then put his band 
inside her blouse and groped 
her private parts. Frequently he 
also penetrated her and had 
sexual intercourse, she added. 

“That happened many times 
to me. numerous times. I would 
guess more than 20 times,” 
she said. 

The woman wept as she 


told the jury how after the 
assaults she would lock herself 
in a school lavatory and try to 
dean herself up. 

“I felt so dirty and 
ashamed," she added. 

She had not told anyone at 
die time. Fr LJqyd would just 
tell her she was “special”. 

“I didn't tell anyone what 
was happening. Initially, I 
thought it was affection, but 
then I realised and I became 
ashamed,? the woman told the 

jwy- • . . 

The prosecution alleges that 
Fr Lloyd also indecently as- 
saulted altar boys who served 
at his church. 

Police investigationsbegan 
in 1996 after one womaacsnie^. 
forward to make allegations ' 
against the priest 25 years 
later. Fr Lloyd, of St Joseph's, 
Penarth, near Cardiff, is cur- 
rently on leave from his duties. 

The case continues. 
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At last there's a pafrntap PC for 
anyrrewtw uses Windows 95~ 
snd tfs easy to connect to your 
desktop too* Get corrected 
withan extra 4Mb memory 
FfiEEattfrsincradblenBM 
low prica ft also comes 
with a tR3c bps modem 
and feat 32 -btt RISC 
processor. 


Smile all the way to the dentist. 
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Council to 

sell El Greco, 
Goya to stop 
et cuts 



T 1 *? Royal Academy’s 
latest exhibition is 
Rowing the public the 
treasure stores of the 
regional museums. But 
many collections are. 
starved of funds, like that 
at Barnard Castle which 
£rnon Toft says is 
threatening to sell some 
of its finest works to keep 
the wolf from the door. 


Durham County Council . is 
threaiening to sell art trea- 
sures, from one Of Bri tain ’s 
leading regional museums, in- 
cluding paintings by El Greco, 
Goya, Turner and Canaletto, to 
stave off budget cuts. 

The pictures, which could 
raise much more than the £5- 
£8ntthe council needs to find, 
could, .go for auction if the 
Government does not step. 

The paintings usually adorn 
the Bowes Museum at Barnard 
Castle, but eight of its most im- 


portant ones are on show in the 
Royal Academy’s exhibition, 
“Art Treasures of England”, 
partly mounted to highlight 
the plight of some regional 
collections. They include 
Goya’s Don Juan Antonio Me- 
lendez Valdes and El Greco's 
Tears of St Peter- bought by the 
museum's founders in the last 
century for just £8. 

Durham, whose arts, libraries 
and museums committee meets 
later today to decide whether to 
push xecommendatxxis through, 
are also proposing to dose the 
Bowes for five months from No- 
vember Vo save £35,000. 

The museum was built by 
John and Josephine Bowes to 
house their collection and 
opened m 1892. Last year, it was 
designated as being of nation- 
al importance by the Museums 
and Galleries Commission. 

Alan Borg, director of the 
Victoria and Albert Museum in 
London, said: “The Bowes col- 
lection is stuffed full of master 
works of one sort of another 
whose overall value to the mu- 
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council could i 


Fundraiser: El Greco's Tears of St Peter, now on show at the Royal Academy is on the list of pictures 


seum runs into milli ons, but the 
value to the nation is beyond 
price. It must be kept together 
. . . and we will do whatever we 
can to help ensure that.” 

The threat to sell is a direct 
challenge to the Government 


and to Chris Smith, the Secre- 
tary of State for Culture, Media 
and Sport, who has commis- 
sioned a review of museums 
funding which is due to report 
in the summer. Last autumn, the 
Government failed to honour an 


election pledge to abolish mu- 
seum admission charges. 

Patrick Conway, director of 
arts and museums for Durham 
said: “It is a very unpleasant de- 
cision we have to make, but year 
on year we have had to find cuts 


which have included dosing 24 

libraries. “mhavebeenteU^ 

to the Government about tiiem 
taking national responsibility 
for the Bowes collection, as dtey 


They agree that the Bowes pic- 
tures are of international m> 
poitance and deserve support 


something tasew***” “y- , 

cut so we bave got nowhere. 

Income from tbe sale of 


3 n Photograph: David Rose ]Q 

r- 

pain tings would be used to s _ 
Sate an endowment fund for 
the future upkeep of a _ 

um. Mr Conway added: “T want 
to make it plain that this is a 
very, very last resorL I dont 
want to have to do it. 


Schools to teach creativity 


Children should learn to be cre- 
ative and artistic in schools, 
David Blunkett. the Secretary 
of State for Education said 
yesterday. 

. He announced ■ a new 
national committee on cre- 
ativity just three weeks after the 
Government said it was cutting 

back the primary school cur- 
riculum to give more emphasis 
to the three Rs. History, geog- 
raphy, music. PEand art teaefa- 
ershave aU protested that their 
subjects are.m danger of being 
squeezed out of the timetable. 


Mr Blunkett told the Edu- 
cation, Culture and Social 
Affairs Committee of the Eu- 
ropean Parliament in Brussels 
that the new national advisory 
committee would consider how 
schools could foster creativity. 

The committee, which will 
be chaired by Professor Ken 
Robinson of Warwick Univer- 
sity, includes Sir Simon Rattle, 
the conductor, Benjamin 
Zephaniah, tbe poet. Sir Harry 
Kioto, tbe Nobel prize winning 
scientist and Jude Kelly of the 
West Yorkshire Playhouse. 


Creative industries are 
worth around £50bn a year 
and generate around £10bn in 
exports. 

Mr Blunkett said: “Our top 
priorities must continue to be 
literacy and numeracy. Without 
these basic skills, no child can 
pin maximum benefit from the 
rest of the curriculum. How- 
ever, in the workforce of the 
future. I have always recognised 
that creativity, adaptability and 
communication skills will also 
be vital.” 

— Judith Judd, Education Editor 



Labour tells firms to recognise unions 


Despite its public stance 
of keeping trade 
unionists at arm’s 
length, the Government 
is forcing companies to 
recognise unions, 
confidential documents 
reveal. Barrie Clement, 
Labour Editor, discovers 
that Old Labour lives on. 

, Businesses hoping to run hos- 

Blunkett Committee to pitals under the Government’s 
look at festering creativity Private Finance Initiative have 


been told that they nm&recog- 

nte the unions. Even companies 
like IBM, which is determinedly 

non-union have been left m no 

doubt as to what is expected ol 

them. ■ 

Department of Health offi- 
cials have told union repre- 
sentatives that companies wffl 

have to abide by key standards 
over employee relations,- in- 
cluding union recognition. A 
memorandum of; a meeting 
last November in Whitehall 
says: “individual [NHSjtiusts 
who departed «i<™ificanuv from 


tfre standard would be mrtke- 
jy to obtain approval of then- 
business cases.® 

The policy on union recog- 


moon «***& — — , 

to establish a privately financed 
hospital al Barnet, north ^Lon- 
don, tun by a consortium which 

includes IBM. The computer 
riant, through its recently ac- 


quneasuosiuwi j — r. 

wffl be running the hospitals tn- 
foonationtechnriogyand med- 
ical records ^stem. . 

"■ ^iiitiaBy tire company pomt- 
ed to its non-umon policy, but 


has been told to sign a deal with 
Unison, the' public service 
union, by next Tuesday or risk 
losing its contracL 

In a letter to the union, Alan 
MUbum, minister of health, 
said: “I can assure you that 1 
take very seriously indeed the 
question of trade union recog- 
nition where staff transfer from 

the NHS to the private sector 

as part of the PFI deal” 

The Department of Heal th s 
initiative will make the obliga- 
tion to recognise unions diffi- 
cult to escape. 
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It’s cool, it’s cheap — but can Germany kick the habit? 


WHERE IN THE WORLD ARE THE SMOKE FREE ZONES? 


Canada 

Particularly ferocious 
laws in Toronto, 
where ban applies to 
ail bars 


Netherlands 

Some public 
buildings 


Sweden 

Most public spaces. No- 
smoking areas must be 
provided in larger restaurants. 
Most advertising banned 


Italy 

Some public 
places. Ban 
generally 
Ignored 


Greece 

Some public 
buildings, such 
as post offices 


China 

Smoking in public places 'fimited' in 
1995, but the ban Is widely ignored. 
No advertising on radio, television or. 
print media 
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California's draconian ban on smoking in public areas 
extended to bars and restaurants from 1 January 1 998. 
Indian reservations exempted. In New York, a ban was 
extended to bars and restaurants with more than 30 
seats from 1 January 1995. 


Spain 

Healthcare 
establishments, 
schools, public 
transport 


India 

In public areas 
from January 
1997, except for 
sadhus - Hindu 
holy men 


Thailand 

Many public areas 
from 1992. All 
advertising and 
sales promotion 
banned 


Australia 

Heavy restrictions 
in stales of 
Victoria, Western 
Australia and 
South Australia 


New Zealand 

Most public 
spaces, buses and 
some trains from 
1990 






Information supplied by ASH 


I can’t help fc Actress Marlene Dietrich in classic pose; almost 70 years on, a protection 
bill for non-smokers’ in Germany may be stubbed out by MPs, most of whom smoke 
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You never know what you may 
pick up in a German hospital. 
A friend who had given up 
smoking before a recent oper- 
ation re-emerged from the ward 
two weeks later with a cigarette 
in her mouth. “There was a 
vending machine on every floor, 
and a smoking lounge at the end 
of the corridor,” she explained. 
“What was I to do?“ 

Despite the German obses- 
sion with health, cleanliness 
and the environment, there 
cannot be many other places on 
Earth where it is so difficult to 
kick the filthy habit. Germany 
is the last outpost of Marlboro 
country; the only place in the 
West, with the exception of 
Portugal, where more cigarettes 
are lit up today than 20 years 
ago. 

Fags are cool, cheap and 
available everywhere. No pub- 
goer should be seen without 
one. It is every German's in- 
alienable right to light up wher- 
ever he or she fancies. 

But now all this may cha ng e. 
After 20 years of intense dis- 
cussions, members of the Bun- 
destag will be called on to vote 
today on a proposal to banish 
smoking from public buildings 
work-places, trains, buses and 
aeroplanes. It has taken them 
four years to agree on the word- 
ing of the new “non-smokers’ 
protection bill”. 

If the law is passed, em- 
ployers, restaurants and pubs 
will have to set aside non-smok- 
ing zones. Offenders would be 
liable to a fine of 100 German 
marks, whilst companies which 
do not enforce the ban would 
have to pay DM5,000. 

There is no question of 
hangiag out verboten signs in 
German parks Califoraia-style. 
The Greens’ timid suggestion to 
thin out the ubiquitous ciga- 
rette-machines , especially in 
the vicinity of schools, is head- 
ing for defeat. 

Yet even this modest revo- 


Outside world 
chooses new 
flag for Bosnia 


lution, agreed by the main par- 
ties of government and oppo- 
sition, may well be stubbed 
out. MPs have a free vote, and 
most of them happen to be 
smokers. 

The government, beaded by 
pipe-smoking Helmut Kohl, is 
unswayed by the argument that 
non-smokers should be shield- 
ed by the law. As the health min- 
ister, Horst Seehofer, an 
occasional smoker, has de- 
clared: “Persuasion is better 
than a ban.” 

On the opposition benches, 
too, the “persuaders" rule the 
roost. Most Social Democrat 
leaders enjoy the odd puff. 
Gerhard SchrSder, who repre- 
sents the greatest threat to 
Chancellor Kohl’s re-election 
prospects, sports his giant cig- 
ar as an emblem of virility. 

The tobacco lobby has con- 
ducted an energetic campaign, 
arguing that a curtailment of cig- 
arette consumption would hit 
tax-payers. 

Excise duties add up to more 
than DM20bn every year. The 
tobacco companies have calcu- 
lated that, if every existing 
smoker could be persuaded to 
go up to two packets a day,-ihe - 
income would take care of <J3pr- 
many s defence budget /’ j ‘ : . 

Lade of public commrtZD^t 
to health campaigns is one rea- 
son why many Germans do not 
seem to be worried about the 
risks of smoking. That and the 
burden of history. ■. . . 

As the tobacco industry’s 
public relations people keep 
pointing out Hitler was the last 
person to try cleanang Germany 
of the habit and look where it 
gpt him. Even his girlfriend, Eva 
Braun, would sneak out of the 
the bunker for a quick drag in 
the dying days of the war. and 
then cover up her guilt by con- 
suming copious amounts of 
mints. Adolf, apparently, nev- 
er found out 

— Imre Korocs, Bonn 


US military 
’broke rules 
on low flying’ 


Bosnia's feuding Muslims, 
Croats and Serbs were unable 
to agree on a new flag for their 
divided country yesterday, so the 
outside world chose one for 
them. Carlos Westeudorp, the 
International High Represen- 
tative for Bosnia, stepped in af- 
ter the internationally- imposed 
deadline expired for Bosnia's 
parliament to choose one of 
three designs. 

Flags, number plates and 
coats of arms are the stuff of 
wars in Bosnia, where the three 
communities cling passionately 
to their national symbols - an 
eagle for the Serbs, a fleur-de- 
lys for the Muslims and a 
chequeiboard for the Croats. 
Mr Westerndorp's flag rides 
roughshod over the old icons of 
statehood; his design is a yellow 
triangle with a line of white stare 
on a blue background “The tri- 
angle represents the three con- 
stituent peoples of Bosnia and 
the blue and the stars represent 
Europe," his spokesman said 

The flag will be used for the 
first time by the Bosnian team 
competing in the Winter 
Olympics in Nagano, Japan, 
this weekend. 

Marcus Tanner 


Italian government ministers 
visiting the mountain resort in 
the Dolomites where a cable-car 
was knocked down by a USmfl- 

itaiy aircraft yesterday accused 
the US military of “a clear vio- 
lation of the rules" in all owing 
one of its planes to By perilously 
low to the ground in a tourisL 
area. 

Echoing the anger and grief ' 
felt by the people of Cavaiese, 
where 20 people - including a 
13-year-old boy-died ia the ac- '• 
cident, the Italian Defence Mat: 
ister, Beniamino Andreatta said 
there had been no excuse foriiiT 
a low-flying training mission “ 
with a plane that is designed fer : 
radar-jamming operations from 
high altitude. Furthermore* be 
said, the aircraft had violated 
rules drawn up in 1955 that for- 
bade planes to dip below 2,000 f 
feet from the ground. 

“To have to number aikd- 
inspect body bags, and think 
that all this happened because.' 
the rules weren’t followed & just 
terrible," Mr Andreatta said. 
The Prime Minister, Romano 
Prodi. echoed his sentiments, 
^ling the accident the result of 
“tragic recklessness". ■’ . • 
— Andrew Gumbd, tome 
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Cook may 
give back 
passports to 
last colonies 


Citizens of dependent 

territories — soon to be 

renamed. British 
Overseas Territories - 
could be given the right 
to live in the UK, the 
Foreign Secretary Robin 
Cook said yesterday. Fran 
Abrams, Political 
Correspondent, followed 
a keynote speech. 


Robin Cook told a conference 
of the Dependent Territories 
Association in London that he 
understood the “sense of in- 
justice” which people in the 13 
stales had felt when they lost the 
right of abode here in 1962. 

Despite reports that minis- 
ters had ruled out citizenship, 
and further claims that there 
had been a ministerial spat 
over the issue, he said it was still 
being examined carefully. 

"There are complex issues 
involved in deciding the best ap- 
proach but we are looking at the 
matter sympathetically and ur- 
gently. We have not yet reached 
a decision.” he said. 

Mr Cook promised contin- 
uing help for Montserrat, which 
has been devastated by a 
volcano, and for the isolated 
island of Si Helena, whose 
people had shown “great 
fortitude and determination in 
the face of adversity. In both 
cases we are determined to 
help,” Mr Cook said, adding 
that he would next week be- 
come the first Foreign Secretary 
to visit a Caribbean dependen- 
cy when be goes to Montserrat 

Mr Cook was speaking as a 
Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office review of the dependent 
territories continued. He an- 
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nounced that their name would 
be changed to British Overseas 
Territories. 

Instead of being run partially 
by the Foreign Office and partly 
by the Department for In- 
ternational Development -a sit- 
uation which added to 
confusion over the handling of 
the Montserrat crisis - there 
would be a separate department 
set up to run the territories, he 
said. It would be headed by the 
Foreign Office minister 
Baroness Symons, who would 
become Minister for the De- 
pendent Tfcrritories. 

However. despite arguments 
that to fund a relatively afflu- 
ent group of territories from the 
overseas development budget 
was an anomaly, that arrange- 
ment would continue. 

The new relationship would 
be based on self-determina- 
tion, self government, Britain's 
responsibilities to the territories 
and theirs to Britain and a 
commitment to help the diverse 
regions develop economically 
and assist them in emergencies. 

Mr Cook sai± “The De- 
pendent Territories are a source 
of pride to Britain. We are 
proud because there is a family 
bond between the Dependent 
Territories and Britain that is 
unique, and matters to both 
sides.” 

The remaining British de- 
pendent territories are Anguil- 
la, Bermuda, British Antarctic 
Territory, British Indian Ocean 
Territory, the British Virgin Is- 
lands, the Cayman Islands, the 
Falkland Islands, Gibraltar, 
Montserrat, Pitcairn Islands. 
St Helena and dependencies, 
South Georgia and the South 
Sandwich Islands, and the Turks 
and Caicos Islands. 

Leading article, page 18 
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Another fine mess: Stanley, in the Falklands, one of the thirteen territories that will n . JaaPC {Q tOUflStS 

Remote island home of spies and turtles opens ns doors w _ 

. nowhere- Formed by successive gr n f mac! 


A new holiday destination has 
arrived on the map: Ascension 
Island, formerly one of the 
Cold War's most secret and 
remote outposts. 

This British-owned fly speck 
in the mid-Atlantic beLwcen 
Africa and Brazil is to be 
opened for the first time to civil- 
ian flights, and the island is al- 


ready gearing up for tourists. It 
is unlikely to be a mad rush. The 
cost of getting there win be high; 
and the number of available 
beds for visitors is tiny. Ascen- 
sion, with a semi-permanent 
population of about 100, is one 
of the strangest places in the 
world, a James Bond island if 
ever there was one. 


The island has a US Air 
Force base and it played a cru- 
cial role as a staging post in the 
Falklands War. But with the end 
of the Cold Whr it has started 
to become less useful. The su- 
per-secretive Central Signals 
Organisation, the overseas 
branch of GCHQ, runs a lis- 
tening operation there. 


Opening Ascension to Chil- 
ian traffic has long been an mm 
of the island’s enterprising Ad- 
ministrator, Roger Huxtey.li 
will help prop up Ascension ^ 
microeconotny and 
avital new transport link for the 
6 000 islanders of St Helena 
The island rises steeply our 
of the sea in the middle of 


nowhere- F°niied by successive 

a**** *•***: 

sneised with harsh fields ot 
^anic rock. One common 

^tiohis-hellwith* 6 ^ 
turned off”- But the mam peak 
in the centre of the island is cov- 
ered with 'dense vegetation. 

The island’s attractions are 
nrainlynatural.lt plays host to 


green turtles which swim 
hundreds of miles acwitte 
Atlantic to lay their eggs on its 

sandy beaches. 

Just as fascinating arc the 
mementoes of British and 
American militaiy occupation - 
from the Victorian forts to 
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12/IRAQ CRISIS 


AngryYeltsin warns Clinton he risks a third world war 



i 







Apocalyptic vision 
expresses Russia’s 
mood of resentment 


The Blairs flew, into a 
very different US last 
night than the one they 
might have anticipated 
visiting a week ago. 
There is every chance 
that the matter of the 
threatened war with Iraq 
wiH nudge President 
Clinton’s sex life from 
the top of the news 
agenda. Mary Dejevsky in 
Washington asks 
whether the old rapport 
will be renewed. 


When Tony and Cherie Blair ar- 
rived in Wishington for the 
first full-dress new Democrat- 
new Labour summit, the back- 
room organisers had much to be 
thankful for. 

Fust, tbe summit was taking 
place as planned - and even a 
week ago, that could not have 
been predicted with any cer- 
tainty. Secondly, Mr Blair 
would meet the President he 
had expected to meet, (he Pres- 
ident with whom he had so 
quickly established a personal 
and ideological rapport last 
year, the President who bad de- 
ferred so graciously to his 
younger, newly elected host in 
London last June. Thirdly, the 
American media frenzy over the 
White House sex scandal had 
subsided enough for Americans 
to have at least half an eye out 
for something different. The vis- 
it would not be totally ob- 
scured, to put it delicately, by 
other matters. 

Fourthly, the dispute with 
Iraq, which is portrayed in Wish- 



Face-ofl: Presidents BUI Clinton (top left) and Boris Yeftson; and Iraqi volunteer soldiers tn Baghdad Photographs: EPA/AFP 


ington as more serious than 
perhaps at any lime since tbe end 
of the Gulf Vfer seven years ago, 
provides a near-ideal topic for to- 
day s British-US talks. There is 
enough difference in emphasis 
to afford a discussion and suffi- 
cient agreement to fuel a 
“strongly worded” joint state- 
ment Moreover, the distance be- 
tween the British-US position 
and that of many other countries, 
European countries included, 
permits both sides to revive talk 
of the “special relationship”. 


The close political relation- 
ship between Downing Street 
and the White House since Mr 
Blair was elected, tbe frequent 
phone calls and the personal 
bonhomie between the first 
couples were ham mered home 
by British and US officials in ad- 
vance of tbe visit, with both sitfes 
stressing the unusual length 
(three full days) of the Blairs' 
stay and the session set aside for 
Clintonite “policy-wonting” - 
free discussion of political ideas 
- at the presidential retreat of 


Camp David, to which advisers 
and wives are invited. 

This does not mean that the 
visit is free of ride, either for Mr 
Blair or Mr Clinton. Britain is 
not as convinced as America that 
existing UN Security Council 
resolutions are sufficient legal 
justification for a military strike 
against Iraq. As Mr Blair's 
dodging of a question on this 
subject during a pre-summit in- 
terview with US journalists 
showed, this is sfill a contentious 
question. So is the degree to 


which Iraq should be given 
hope of an end to sanctions. 

When the Foreign Secretary, 
Robin Cook, visited Washing- 
ton last month, he appeared to 
defer to the view of France and 
some other European countries 
in saying that Iraq needed hope 
that, if it complied with UN res- 
olutions, sanctions would be lift- 
ed. Some US statements have 
taken a harsher stance. The dis- 
tinction made by British offi- 
cials between his visit, which 
was presented in the framework 


of Britain's presidency of the 
EU, and Mr Blair’s vsit, which 
is primarily bilateral in char- 
acter, could pave the way for Mr 
Blair to articulate a harder 
British lme on Iraq -at least for 
presentational purposes. 

If Britain were seen to be too 
uraxmcStjonaBy in favour of US 
action, this could impair its con- 
tinuing efforts at the UN to mo- 
bilise support for fee US pos^ 

Public unity on Iraq, how- 
ever, along with broad agree- 
ment on such topics as Nato 
expansion, a continued in- 
ternational presence in Bosnia, 
and US backing for the Irish 
peace talks, is unlikely to divert 
the American media’s attention 
from the Clinton sex scandal 
Srym n matter that the Kbits, the 
very model of “family values”, 
are the ideal White House 
guests at this point. 

The US media anticipates 
with some excitement the joint 
leaders’ press conference. 
Scheduled for tomorrow morn- 
ing, to catch peak evening tele- 
vision viewing in Britain, it will 
be the first time Mr Ointon has 

answered reporters' questions 
since his first, hesitant denials 
of tbe alleged Lewinsky affair. 

It is unlikely that there will 
be no questions on this subject 
Tbe risk for Mr Blair is either 
that he is sidelined, as was Yass- 
er Arafat, whose Washington 
press conference two weeks ago 
coincided with tbe start of the 
scandal, or that “family values” 
questions will also be directed 
to him, perhaps with reference 
to his Foreign Secretary, and 
that the substance of the sum- 
mit will be obscured. At least, 
if Mr Blair finds himself faring 
sex questions, be has had ample 
time to prepare his riposte. 


Boris Yeltsin lashed 
out xt American 
preparations for war In 
the Guff yesterday. 
Later he spoke by 
telephone to Tony 
Blair. Anthony Bevins and 
Ph3 Reeves report. 


Boris Yeltsin hammered an- 
other nafl yesterday into his 
reputation for rough-hewn 
and impulsive diplomacy by 
warning that Bill Clinton 
could provoke a world war if 
hft mishandl es the Iraq crisis. 

and chastising him for being 
“too noisy” in his overall 
approach. 

Apparently ad-libbing 
during one of his regular 
cameo television perfor- 
mances, the Russian leader 
stressed the need to make Mr 
Clinton feel the perils of his 
actions. “One must be more 
careful in this world, [which 
is] saturated with all sorts of 
weapons which are some- 
times in terrorists’ hands.” It 
was “all very dangerous”, he 
grumbled, and “not like Clin- 
ton at alL” 

Later in the day, Tony 
Blair made a 20-minate 
phone call to the Russian 
president in which they 
agreed on the need to bring 
the Iraqi leader to heel on 
UN arms curbs. The call had 
been arranged before Mr 
Yeltsin spoke; but it was 
clearly aimed at keeping 
the President informed 
of United States-British 
intentions. 

During the conversation, 
the Prime Minister main- 
tained his tough line that 
force could not be ruled out 
in the face of continuing de- 


fiance from Baghdad, while 
Mr Yeltsin - who also yes- 
terday spoke by telephone to 
the French President, 
Jacques Chirac- continued 
to press for a diplomatic 
solution still being sought by 
the United Nations. 

Mr Blair's spokesman said 
he and President Yeltsin 
agreed on the seriousness of 
the situation, and agreed that 
all diplomatic channels 
should be exploited to bring 
gpridam back into line. But 
Mr Blair said that in tbe : 
event of failure, the threat was 
real and force would be used 
if necessary. 

It is the fear that this 
might happen which sparked 
Mr Yeltsin’s comments. Al- 
though his spontaneous re- 
marks have caused havoc 
among his officials in 
the past, his latest utter- 
ances belong in a different 
category. 

Though emotive, they 
were in line with Kremlin pol- 
icy which has consistently 
opposed military force as a 
means of compelling Iraq to 
open up sites to UN weapons 
inspectors. 

They were also in tune 
with the mood in dm State 
Duma, the lower house of 
parliament, which is sim- 
mering with resentment and 
suspicion about the US role 
in the crisis. 

“Yeltsin fidearfy aware of 
the mood,” said one Western 
source. “He is reacting to it 
emotionally, but without a 
shift in policy." 

The President |s dearly 
keen to serve a reminder 
that, despite its post-Soviet 
decline. Russia stffi has an ior 
fiuentfai role to play on the., 
world stage. ; 
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should a conflict break out 


Blair warning of Saddam s 
Armageddon armoury 
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Despite some signs of 
compromise from Iraq, the 
momentum is building towards 
war in the Gulf. Patrick Cockbum 
analyses the rationales of both 
sides. 


Diplomatic efforts to avert a renewal of the 
Gulf war reached a critical point yesterday, 
with Iraq showing itself willing for the first 
time to allow the inspection of eight of Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein’s palaces. In Wash- 
ington, planners are focusing on 17 
February as the best date to launch an air 
offensive against the Iraqi government. 

The argument for that date appears to 
have less to do with having enough aircraft 
and missiles in position than the need for 
the US and Britain to be seen to have ex- 
hausted diplomatic means to resolve the 
crisis over the inspection of Iraq's non-con- 
ventional weapons. The US has already said 
the assault will be sustained and will tar- 
get chemical and biological-weapons fa- 
cilities, eommand-and-control centres and 
special Republican Guard units. 

In Iraq, there are signs President Sad- 
dam may want to compromise over access 


to eight of his palaces. Baghdad has pro- 
posed that each of the 15 members of the 
UN Security Council would appoint five in- 
spectors; the 21 countries represented on 
the UN Special Commission (Unscom), 
which oversees the weapons inspections, 
would then each appoint two more. They 
would be allowed to bring what equipment 
they wanted and could inspect each palace 
for a month. 

The US and Britain will be suspicious 
of this offer on grounds that it seeks to mar- 
ginalise Unscom, which they are demand- 
ing should have unfettered access. There 
are signs both sides are behaving cautiously. 
Brent Scowcroft, US national security ad- 
viser during the Gulf war, said he was doubt- 
ful if even a big air strike would persuade 
the Iraqi leader to allow inspections: “We 
bombed him heavily, more heavily than we 
ran now, for 30 days before the start of the 
war and he didn’t change his ideas about 
anything." More visceral advice came from 
Trent Lott, US Senate Majority Leader 
“Take out the palace guard - take out the 
palaces. Take out every target and hope that 
you can put one missile down at an event 
or a building where Saddam Hussein is." 
.. The US and Britain have denied they 
intend bringing down the Iraqi leader, but 


his enemies wQl ask if sustained bombing 
could lead to his overthrow. Laith Kubba, 
an Iraqi intellectual, says: “They haw a 
slight chance to break the grip of the regime 
on the army. But ... I don’t think they will 
do iL Their objective is to see Saddam com- 
ply with LIN resolutions, not destroy him. 
Also, they would like to see the army as the 
backbone of any change in Iraq.” 

In November last year President Sad- 
dam compromised at the last moment and 
readmitted US inspectors; he might do so 
again. His aim would be to weary the US 
and its allies by repealed crises. Mr Kub- 
ba says Iraq, in contrast with its behaviour, 
accepted the new oil-for-food plan of Kofi 
Annan. UN Secretary-General more than 
doubling oil exports to $5.2bn every six 
months. He concludes: “The signals are Iraq 
wants to defuse, not escalate the crisis." 

Precedents are mixed. In 19% President 
Saddam sent tanks into the Kurdish capi- 
tal. Arbil at the invitation of one of the 
Kurdish factions. He withdrew swiftly and 
suffered a few missiles fired into southern 
Iraq. In November last year he was again 
careful about how far he would defy the 
UN. But, as his refusal to withdraw from 
Kuwait in 1990 showed, he is also a macho 
politician, and 17 February is 12 days away. 


Holland & Barrett 


h aislt Scirsa 3i GLA 

Evening _ 
Primrose Oil 

1000 mg 
2*10 Caosules 

£12.49 





EVERYDAY 

LOW 

PRICES 

Vitamins, 
Remedies 
8t Dietary 

Supplements 


Matty More 

Healthy Offers 
In Bv-ery Store 


Natural Herbal 

Fcrmulo 

Echinacea 

400 mg 

540 ml 

£5.99 






Hol’ord a Snr-c- 1 
To DiLrti! Price 

Aloe Vera 
Juice 

540 mi 

£5.49 






Holl and t. Barrett 

California i 
Gold Stoned 
Prunes 



.lANDfeBA ^gT 

The Natural Choice 
For Finest Quality & Best Value 

Over 400 Stores Nationwide 

flan the Manufacturer . . . 

Km the WWPRt&j***?' * • 
Always the Finest QuaHty . . • 



The new 


is going 
down a 
storm at 
Comet. 



s . DYSON DC03 

AVAILABLE AT £279.99 
\ WITH 6 MONTHS 

i INTEREST FREE OPTION 

S' \ 


?•': & 


If ‘JJ . A '-‘t 


n.. 


m ' y;.- 

\ O 

. 5. 

; •/ 



dual cyclone 




FOR LOCAL SlOREDnALS, Sff T H£TCXTCH4P4g OR PHOWHBBE ON 0500435425. 

n. . d i 3 Iw IM ran 


The most advanced 
cleaner from Dyson 
has just arrived at 
1 Comet. 

The new DC03 
incorporates Dyson's 
revolutionary Dual 
Cyclone technology, 
removing the need 
for a bag and the problem it 
causes: loss of suction from 
dust particle build-up. Instead, 
the DC03 gives 100% suction, 
100% of the time. 

But what makes the 
DC03 so unique is 
its improved twin 
HEPA filtration system 
that expels the 
• cleanest, freshest 
air and destroys 
allergens and 
harmful 
bacteria on 
contact - a real gift to allergy 
and asthma sufferers. 

Plus, it has a fully 
automatic and adaptable 
brush facility to enable 
the DC03 to be used 
effectively on normal 
carpets, delicate rugs 
and hard surfaces. 
Simple and highly 
versatile, this feature is 
exclusive to the DC03. 

| In addition, the quick 
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removal of trapped 
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Tanks and soft 
words in Sri Lanka 


Celebrating Sri Lanka’s Golden Jubilee yes- 
terday with the most downbeat speech imag- 
inable, President Chandrika Kmnaratunga 
said, "We have foiled ... to build a strong 
and united nation. The silent majority 
watched in horror whilst a great nation .. . 
veered into a terrifying era of ethnic, pol- 
itical and social violence." 

There was, she insisted, only one more 
chance to get it right- "We have missed many 
chances. Wfe cannot ... miss this one last mo- 
ment. rich with opportunity." 

But these words were followed by a 
relentless display of military rausde. As wefl 
as tanks. ex-Israeli attack jets and Antonov 
transport planes, some 4,000 men and 
women in uniform were on display. 

This dual approach, speaking softly but 
carrying a big stick, has marked out Mrs 
Kumaratunga’s period in office. Her words 
to the disaffected Tamil minority, some 3 
million out of a total population of 18 mil- 
lion, has been unprecedentedly conciliato- 
ry. But meanwhile she has prosecuted the 
war in the north with fierce determination. 
If the claims of both rides are to be believed, 
more than 600 soldiers have died around 
Kflinodvchi in the far north in the pari week. 

The subtext of Mrs Kumaratunga’s 
brave but gloomy words is that she came 
to power on a programme of constitution- 
al reform including a promise to devolve 
power to the regions "as a political solution 
to the ethnic problem". But her plans have 
been thwarted by the (Sinhalese; opposi- 
tion, so she plans to put her proposals to 
the nation ia a referendum. 

Yesterday’s celebration was as subdued 
as the tone of the president’s speech. Res- 


idents of Colombo grumbled that Mrs 
Kmnaratunga was celebrating Sri Lanka’s 
independence by putting the population of 
the capital under house arrest. All roads in 
the city were dosed to private traffic, and 
anyone venturing out of doors was subject 
to endless checks and searches. 

Public buildings were strung with 
coloured lights, yet the city might have been 
abandoned after a plague for all the life 
there was. The Golden Jubilee celebration 
had been switched to the lakeside parlia- 
mentary complex following the suicide 
bomb blast that damaged Kandy’s most im- 
portant temple, the intended site, 10 days 
ago. Only ministers, the diplomatic com- 
munity and the media were allowed to wit- 
ness it; a few hundred citizens watched 
behind railings a quarter of a mile away. 

Prince Charies, the guest of honour, 
donned sunglasses and buried himself in a 
book as the president's speech was de- 
claimed in three lan guag es. T n mn ppv h«»t. 
amidst sterile modern surroundings, the pa- 
rade of floats and dancers seemed almost 
as dutiful as the military display that pre- 
ceded it. 

The scale of Mis Kumaratunga's diffi- 
culties became dear when moderate Tfrmfl 
parties in parliament, including the Thmfl 
United liberation front, boycotted the cel- 
ebration, despite her conciliatory statement 
that "since 1948 the Thmil population has 
been discriminated against," and that there 
was therefore nothing to celebrate. 

Meanwhile, the celebration at Batticaloa 
on the east coast was broken up by a Tamil 
Tiger attack. At least 20 people were injured. 

— Peter Pdphom, Colombo 
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I smfles Aficia Machado (centre) celebrates after whining the 1996 Miss Universe title. Now a soap star m Venezuela, she has weightier matters on her mind 


Miss Universe's dream turns into a soap opera 


When Mis Universe 1996, Alicia Macha- 
do. was asked about her plans, hopes and 
dreams, she was smart enough to keep the 
true answer to herself: to tuck into her 
beloved .two-tiered hamburgers, large or- 
ders of drips and strawberry milk shakes 
after months of pre-pageant fasting. 

She wasted no time in living the dream 
until she put on two-and-a-hatf stone, could 
no longer fit into the dresses traditional- 
ly considered appropriate and there were 
calls to take back her crown. With a little 
help from friends such as Miss Universe 
pageant backer Donald Thimp - who de- 


scribed her as "an eating machine" bat en- 
couraged her to work out in a New York 
gym - she survived that hullabaloo. Now 
she feces a new crisis which, could force her 

to fight bet weight problem behind bars. 

Ms Machado, 21 and a popular soap 
opera star, has been accused of driving the 
getaway car in an alleged Bonnie and 
Oyde-style attempted murder and baby- 
snatching in her native Venezuela. Her 
boyfriend. Juan Rodriguez, is accused of 
shooting his dead sister’s husband, Fran- 
cisco Sbert, and trying to kidnap the cou- 
ple’s 1 1 -month-old baby son. In a nation 


where beauty pageants are virtually a re- 
ligion the case is being followed with more 
drooling than Ms Machado’s soap opera. 

According to the accusation in the pri- 
vate c rimin al case, a feud between two of 
\fenezuela's most powerful families erupt- 
ed over custody of the boy last November 
after Rodriguez’s sister, Maria Clementi- 
na, killed herself! The Rodriguez family, 
with longtime political connections, blamed 
Mr Sbert for driving her to suicide. 

Outside a Caracas church, after a 
memorial service for Maria Clementina, 
Mr Rodriguez allegedly pulled a gun, shot 


and wounded Mr Sbert, tried to grab the •' 
boy and sped off in a car driven, aobop^-'J 
ing to witnesses, by Ms Machado. _• ‘ ’ 

When questioned by reporters, the ■ 
former beauty queen appeared to imply •< 
she had been at the scene. When called 
before a criminal court judge last week, 
however, Ms Machado said she had behn - 
at home sick at the time. A judge is dip- 
riding this week whether MrSberts’-' 
lawyers and witnesses have produced , 
enough evidence for a prosecution. 

— Phil Dovison 
Latin America Correspondent 
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Armenian president quits 
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BIGGEST RANGE 

Don't choose until you’ve 
seen todays biggest range 
of communication products! 
. •MOBILE PHONES 
• PAGERS • FAXES 
• TELEPHONES 
• PALMTOPS-AND MORE! 



6 MONTHS LINE 


RENTAL 






If yew fund exactly the s.mc package 
cheaper locally within 7 days, 'we wiii 
refund the difference. 



Motorola digital 

MOBILE PHONE 

• Up to ISO minutes JII11 JTVJP34 

talktime/40 hours 

•reonarie and number 

M=30 eS mr 

Was £1959 


Mastercard Coverp’an Mobile Phone 
Insurance is available fc- everything 
from accidental damage to theft and 
call cloning. 




A pulse of alarm swept out- 
wards from the Trans-Caucasus 
through Moscow and Wash- 
ington yesterday as the contours 
became dear of ibe political cri- 
sis in Armenia. 

The resignation of Presi- 
dent Levon Ter-Petrosaan was 
widely viewed as a triumph for 
nationalists who oppose com- 
promise in the settlement over 
Nagomy-Karabakh - the issue 
that led to a war with Azerbai- 
jan in which 25,000 died. The 
tension was such in the region 
yesterday that his Azeri coun- 
terpart, Haidar Aliyev, called an 
emergency meeting of his Se- 
curity Council. Afterwards be 
pledged to uphold the ceasefire 
which has held for more than 
three years. 

The departure of MrTer-M- 
rosskm, a 53-year-old former aca- 
demic, marks the end of a 
presidency in which he squan- 
dered his eaiiy reputation for be- 
ing a democrat by clamping 



Ter-Petrt>9sian: Russian ties 


down on bis opponents. His re- 
election in 1996 was maned by 
allegations of vote-rigging. He 
presided over a period in which 
the nation of 35 million people 
nose-dived economically and 
watched in alarm as the United 
States, once an ardent support- 
er, was drawn fay Caspian oil to 
woo neighbouring Azerbaijan. 

Washington was not alone; 
every other country (except 


Armenia) in th& region stands 
to benefit directly from the oiL 
Fearful of isolation, Arme- 
nia found itself refurbishing its 
traditional ties with Moscow and 
Iran, the chief source of its con- . 
sinner goods. Yesterday Bom 
Yeltsin underscored the rela- 
tionship: "We must must not,; 
and shall not, lose Armenia," he 
said after expressing regret at 
the president s depaitiiie^ 

But the unsettled issue af 
Nagorny-Karabakh, a moun- 
tainous enclave of ethnic Ar- 
menians which Stalin placed in 
Azerbaijan, overarched every- 
thing. Mediation attend bjr the 
Minsk Group of the Organisa- 
tion of Security and Cooperation 
in Europe - chaired by Fiance, 
Russia and the US - have so fer 
foiled to resolve the key issues, 
which include a demand by 
Azerbaijan for the return of a 
large swathe of Azeri territory 
seized during the war. 

— PhU Reeves, Moscow 
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The Link has a range o: Hands-free' 
car hits ter air mobile ptiones. 




Nokia 

DIGITAL MOBILE PHONE 
• Fhx data and short g 

message compatible 
Modet 5J » A 


£ 29.99 





CAT WALKS 
AND CANOES. 


Nolda 

DIGITAL MOBILE PHONE 

• Sliding cover protects , 

keypad and answers/ _ 

ends calls XT 

Modet 502 ms 


For a cne-cff payment o? 

£15 when you make year purchase, 
yos can return your phone and 
cancel your airtime without penalty 
at anvtime within the first 12 months. 


£ 79.99 


122 STORES 
NATIONWIDE 



COMPLETE ONE YEAR 
PACKAGE NOW ONLY el 29 99 


PAY AS YOU GO WITH JUST 
TALK' NOW ONLY el 29 99 


FREEPHONE 
0500 222 666 


For your nearest store 




PACKAGE INCLUDES 

• 12 MONTHS LINE RENTAL 

• CONNECTION FEE 

• 15 MINUTES OF CALLS 
EVERY MONTH 

• MOTOROLA MR 30 
DIGITAL MOBILE PHONE 

Was £149.99 
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KEEP IN CONTROL WITH 

• NO CONTRACT 

• NO MONTHLY BILLS 

• NO CREDIT CHECKS 

• NO CONNECTION FEE 
MOTOROLA MR201 DIGITAL 
MOBILE PHONE includes 30 
minutes Oust Talk 1 Voucher 

Was £\A999 
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SAVE 

£20 





• Excellent 
CaH Clarity 

• 96% Population 
Coverage 

•Fer-Second Billing 

• Orange Care Package 

• Orange Text Information 


— ^L.0 



FIGHTING FORCES. 
AWNING CHALLENGE 


'ffSt 

Ms 


CONQUER THE ICE 
KINGDOM 


SAVE 

£20 I l&feaj; 


W ~~ Irt die show that's got the lot! 

Hundreds of Boats and Caravans, 

on dr w i 0.1BI and onr no* HLOO Holidar Homes. Teats, Awnings, 

awn a i Wi aid 3 tam. Motor Homes and 4x4 vehicles. 

tmmt by «o f in Ugi — K i.i. uuM rf orb, mad Holidays galore ar borne and 


FUN FOR THE KIDS 



Urew aj gMct mreaotitt I abroad, crafts and accessories. 

the nnmiuaHe ietsnrr ,W 


all the family can enjoy. 
So be then! 


CARAVAN NOSTALGIA 
LOVE TO COOK? 



DOUBLE MINUTES 
WITH JUST TALK 
VOUCHERS 


Buy any 'Just Tw 
15 minute voucher and 
Orange will double Its 
value to 30 minutes. 


The Link 


(NATIONAL-— M 

BOATCARAVAN 
fe LEISURE SHOW 




National Exhibition Centre, Birmingham 
14th-22nd February 1998 

Open; lOtQQatn to 6:00pm weekdays. MHMfani to 7:00pm weekend*. 




















Airline takes flight to 
new-age headquarters 


British Airways has spent £200m 
on a new headquarters in west 
London. Following the 
controversial change of its tail-fin 
logo, the structure by Norwegian 
architect Niels Torp represents 
not fust a new way of working 
for3,000 staff but part of the 
revamp of the airline's corporate 
identity for the 21 st century. 


British Airways’ new HQ for 3,000 'em- 
pk>yei.*s is the size of a small town, but on 
a site as big as Regent's Park. The build- 
ing which looms lightly and whitely out of 
the sulphuric suburbs in the slipstream of 
Heathrow Airport is so large al 5,300 square 
metres that BA call the six horse -shoe- 
shaped office blacks after continents. 
- Cherry trees blossom in the courtyard of 
W the Orient, eucalyptus in Australia. Amer- 
ican hardwood sapling take root outside the 
Americas and birch saplings signpost the 
Eua^pean section. Each are themed for dif- 
ferent BA destinations. 

So now that it has landed, was the 
building worth it? It has been designed by 
Niels Torp at 3 time when BA has tried to 
reinvent itself from being a sober-suited, 
navv-and-grey airline flying the flag to a 
funky, global, get-lqgeiber. Robert Ayling, 
chief executive, describes the change as a 
“move away from a rather arrogant and self 
important image". The airline's new iden- 
tity is British but modem. Global but caring. 

It/s difficult to convey all that emotion 
on a tail fin -only SO of the 300 fleet have 
j£ -_hc dramatic Kalahari desert daubs or cal- 
iicraphic swirls from around the world that 
Newell & Sorrell chose for the new livery 
- but nearly impossible to set in concrete. 
Yet Torp has managed iL Six limestone-clad 
buildings angled like efiff faces around a 
dacia! glazed core make working more 
recreational. 

The building should have been ready m 
December but it is now due to be opened 
in May. The management, however, reel- 


ing from flak for launching discounted ser- 
vices called Go British Airways upped and 
went there. It was shelter from that par- 
ticular storm, and shelter, with all its con- 
notations of comfort and a safe house, is 
veiy much what Toip’s building is about. 

It also epitomises Robert Ayling's con- 
cept of work, while embodying the clear cor- 
porate image of BA. 

This is a world where your desk can be 
fitted on to your lap-top, plus bins, paste 
and scissors, even filing cabinets, are icons 
on the screen. 

Ayling indicated he wanted a building 
that would be a catalyst for change for the 
airline, transforming the way it does busi- 
ness. He wanted to ensure a better flow of 
information and better ways of exchanging 


BYNONIE 

NIESEWAND 


ideas between people in a less formal 
environment. Staff have undergone a train- 
ing for new ways of working, which included 
bi-teeb document management, aimed at 
minimising the use of paper. 

Hot-desking. that fast-lane accessing of 
terminuses by anyone with ihe password, 
was invented by the airline industry at 
check-ins. It frees floorspace from clunky 
power-dressed contract furniture. BA of- 
fices are open plan-ish. with half-partitions 
that never Mode the view. Even Ayling does 
not have an office. Throughout the entire 
175-metre atrium that connects these of- 
fices, the sky is beamed down, uninterrupted 
by girders or even the walkways between 
floors which are made of glass. 

Torp sees big buildings as a town. “A 
town is like a big house and a house is like 
a small town," he believes. 

A sandstone brcadwalk, 175 metres long, 
as big as three Jumbos nose to fin. is set 
about with trees, pavement caffs, news- 
agents, florists, cash machines, restaurants. 


Stiletto-shaped walls of the office blocks, 
staggered bite sharks' teeth to run on both 
sides of this atrium, accessed by glass lifts 
and walkways connecting the two wings 
across the atrium. 

There is no hologram greeter. No 
bouncers but a gurgling stream flowing 
from the entrance to the electronic gates 
to divert visitors. Micro-climates with 
colours and textures and plants to suggest 
different environments. 

Wsvy floor plans sketched by the ar- 
chitect owe more to to mutating spirogyra 
than grid plans. To use a computer phrase, 
they morph. Spaces are fluid and de- 
signed to entertain with cafes, travel shop 
and somewhere to sit - the ideas Torp pi- 
oneered in 1980 at the SAS offices in Stock- 
holm. Cited by Frank Duffy, architect and 
author of The New Office, as one of nine 
blueprints of the future, it influenced the 
BA judges' decision to award him the 
contract after a competition in 1989. 

Ribbed plywood furniture shaped like 
airport carousels and slinky curvaceous 
benches in pearwood, American oak or 
maple create little oases around the BA 
complex. Designed by Torp, they are more 
attractive than those ergonomic stools for 
bad backs for which Norway is known on 
the international chair fair circuit 

Ervin Nisslan, the project director since 
June 1993, calls it a Utopian concept | 
Throughout we have worked with the 
graphic designers Newell & Sorrell and | 
British Airway’s in a common effort to share 
ideas, break down barriers and have re- 
spects for cultures and human beings. 
This building is a tribute to human beings 
and ways of working in groups and inter- 
action. both when it comes to work and 
global attitudes.” 

So Newell & Sorrell didn’t unceremo- 
niously dump the client’s quaint but irrel- 
evant trademark when they replaced the 
flag with a flash marque. They introduced 
a new attitude. A lighter touch with more 
dynamism that wraps around the world. 
More than a typographic or geometric so- 
lution, the creative team have established 
goals for the airline for the 21st century. 


A prescription to warm the world’s backsides 
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Reviewing London’s most 
fashionable restaurant, the 
Pharmacy, for the Evening 
Standard' author Sebastian 
Faulks was reminded by the 
bar stools of the fact that 

^rKtotltf Onassis had sfools on 

his vach» upholstered with 

whale foreskin. He dtdn t 
know what Damien Hit* 

his covered Ins with. 1 ditto 

ask." he confessed- 1 can t*-\l 
him. Scottish wool woven on 
an bland in the Clyde «pia*> ; 

There's no comparison, 
says Jasper Morrison, 



Cologne to Mi . d ^ a minimalist with an eye 

•srJSSS '£■ <- ■— — - - 


Baohaus primaries, Jasper 
loathes the bobbly, shiny, 
crinkly velours with polka 
dots -“like car seat materials" 
- that most contract furniture 
fabric houses supply. He vis- 
ited Bute Fabrics last summer 
with some of Europe’s best 
known designers — Matthew 
Hilton, Andrew Stafford. Ter- 
ence Woodgate and Tom 
Dixon. Sheridan Coakley, who 
makes their designs into 
streamlined modem furni- 
ture, plans to launch a col- 
lection at Milan in April using 
Bute weaves. 

A little cottage industry 
darted by the 6th Marquess of 
Bute after the Second World 
War, the company has now be- 
come a player in the interna- 
tional furnishing fabrics 
market Travellers will spot the 
wans woollen weaves in air- 
ports from Brussels to Kuala 
Lumpur. And Sir Norman 
Foster ordered 10km of Bute 
woollens for his new airport, 
Chek Lap Kok in Hong Kong. 

— Nanie Niesemnd 



Taking off: British Airways’ 
new headquarters at 
Hammersmith in west 
London, which opens 
officially in May. The six 
horseshoe-shaped blocks 
are named after the 
continents and have 
micro-climates represent 
different environments 

Photographs: Tom Plffston 
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£10 Conran lunch 

The Independent and independent on Sunday in association with Terence Conran are 
delighted to offer readers the opportunity to enjoy lunch or early everting s-jpper at 
six of London's top restaurants throughout January and February for £10 

From Monday January 5th until Saturday February 28th, the following 
establishments are offering readers a two course lunch or eariy evening supper for 

just £10 per person. 

How to Book 

To participate in the offer simply collect one token {tokens will be printed every day until Sat- 
urday February 28th) and then telephone the restaurant of your choice quoting yourself as an 
Independent diner. On your arrival at the restaurant you should present your token in order 
to qualify for the offer. Each token is valid for a complete table booking. The tokens will be 
valid for one week only, and will be dated accordingly. To continue to participate in the offer, 
simply collect a token from the week in which you wish to dine. Pre-booking is essential and 

all bookings are subject to availability. 

A special discount is available on selected items in the Bluebird and Le Pont de la Tour shops 

on presentation of the token. 


BLUEBIRD 


M6ZZO 


QUAGLINO'S 


ZINC 

BAR •GRILL 



Blue Print Cafe 


The Independent offer is available at the 
following restaurants: 

Bluebird 350 King's Road. London, SW3 5UU 
0171 559 1000 

Lisxh 1 2noon - 3pm, early evening supper 6pm - 7pm 

Blue Print Cate The Design Museum. 28 Shad Thames. London. S£f 
2YE 

0171 378 7031 

Lunch flnoon - 3pm. early evenir^g supper 6pm -7 pm* 

Le Pont de la Tour Bar & Grill 36d Shad Thames. London. SEI 2YE 
0171 103 8403 

Lunch I2noon - 3pm, eariy evening supper 6pm -7pm 

Mezzo 1 00 Wferdour Street London. W1V3LE 
0171 3144000 

Lunch (2noon - 3pm. early evening supper 6pm - 7pm 


| THE INDEPENDENT .NDEffijpENT j 

| \ 

j VWid beeween Sacurfey January 31 stand Pncfajr February 6th j Quagllno’s 1 6 Bury Street St James's. London SVV1Y6AL 
1 n famo 2 017 1 930 6767 

\ j Lundi !2noon - 3pm, early evening supper 5.30pm - 6.30pm 

| Address — - , j 

j j Zinc Bar & Grill 21 Heddon Street London. WIR7LF 

] — l 0171 255 8899 

j ’The spedai 3 course menu s available between l2nocn and 7cm 

- ^ The offer is available 7 days a week a all six restaurar* 

* Cksed from 6fm on Sunda> Ofer n=t avaUHe a*er ‘prr. 4 
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Nicholas 

Saunders 


Nicholas Carr-Saunders, 
writer and businessman: bom 
Witter Eaton, Oxfordshire 25 
January 1938; (one son by 
Britt Nitze); died Kroonstadt, 
South Africa 3 February 1998. 


Nicholas Saunders was a pioneer 
of the wholefood movement 
and the man behind the devel- 
opment of Neal's 'Yard in Covent 
Garden (people who came up to 
him there often addressed him 
as Neal). In the Seventies he was 
the author ol Alternative Lon- 
don. a guide to alternative liv- 
ing. and in the Nineties of £ for 
Ecstasy, a study of the new 
drug culture. Saunders was 
always conscious of a trend. 

He W3s born in 1938, at 
YVhter Eaton Manor near Ox- 
ford, a youngest son, bom late 
in life to his academic parents. 
His father. Sir Alexander Carr- 
Saunders, was from 1937 to 
1956 Director of the London 
School of Economics. 

Nicholas was educated at 
Ampleforth College, in York- 
shire, and completed two years 
at Imperial College. London, 
before leaving without a degree. 
He disliked authority and pre- 
ferred to study the subjects he 
was interested in. From early 
childhood he had a curious 
mind; he was anxious to find out 
how things worked and how they 
could be changed or improved. 

He was fascinated with the 
breaking up of the convention- 
al life-style in the Sixties. He 
constructed a flat in Edith 
Grove, west London, so that 
ducks in the pond outside could 


swim under a plate-glass win- 
dow and into his living room, 
and he slept in a papier-m&chC 
‘‘cave”. The flat became a cen- 
tre for hippies and anyone with 
new alternative ideas. These he 
began to record and the first 
edition' of Alternative London 
was brought out in 1970. It be- 
came an immediate best-seller. 
Further editions followed until 
a friend meditating in front of 
a candle inadvertently burnt the 
flat down. Saunders was ready 
to take up a new mteresL 

He bad private means and in 
1976 had fallen in love with and 
bought a warehouse in Neal's 
Yard, then let as a store forthe- 
atrical scenery. The end of its 
lease coincided with the closing 
of the old fruit market and the 
start of the new Covent Garden. 
Saunders knew many young 
people who had s kills and want- 
ed to work for themselves, and 
didn't have financial backing to 
do this. He enjoyed either start- 
ing himself or enabling others to 
run new ventures; and these were 

often soon copied elsewhere. 
Though always a firm buyer of 
ready-cooked meals from Marks 
and Spencer for himself, be 
welcomed the new demand for 
wholefood and by packing it in 
large quantities made it available 
ai a more reasonable price. 

Gradually he bought up oth- 
er buildings in the yard, where 
he helped to finance a co- 
operative bakery, dairy, flour 
mill, apothecary and cafe He 
planted trees in tubs, covered 
the buddings with window box- 
es so that a profusion of flow- 
ers trailed down the walls and 


John Robinson 



John Armstrong Robinson, 
diplomat: bom London 18 
December 1925; Head of 
European Economic 
Integration Department, 
Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office 1968-70, Assistant 
Under-Secretary of State 
1971-73; CMG 1969; 
Ambassador to Algeria 1974- 
77, to Israel 1980-81; Minister, 
Washington 1977-80; married 
I95Z Marianne Berger (one 
son, one daughter); died 16 
January 1998. 


Robinson: abrasive 


John Robinson was an unusu- 
ally independent diplomat. He 
worked smgje-mindediy on suc- 
cessive negotiations to join the 


Attia Hosain 


Attia Hosain, writer: bom 
Lucknow, India 20 October 
1913; married Ali Bahadur 
Habibullah (one son, one 
daughter); died London 23 
January 1998. 


The people who came to see At- 
tia Hosain honoured at a book 
launch a few weeks ago could 
have been forgiven for expect- 
ing a subdued and fragile old 
lady. After all, Hosain was S4, 
had had a long and turbulent life 
and for years had been in poor 


health. The launch demanded 
nothing of her but that she sit 
on stage as a sort of icon and 
accept the homage of her ad- 
mirers, while her daughter- the 
film producer Shama Habibul- 
lah -read from one of her moth- 
er’s early World Service pieces. 

But Hosain was not one to 
sit back passively letting en- 
comiums wash over her. Despite 
her physical difficulties, she 
immediately engaged with her 
audience, vividly sharing her 
emotions and memories. Her in- 
domitabUity and eloquence 


BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 


BIRTHS 

SWYCHER: Sir Tom ami Lady Farmer. 
Edinburgh, are pleased to announce 
the birth of tbeir third grandchild to 
their daughter Sally and son-in-law 
Nigel Swyther. a brother for Emma 
Scott and Adam Thomas. 


DEATHS 


ALU BONE: Jill Spc fleer. On 3 Feb- 
ruary. peace fulfy. Mucb-kwed wife ot 
David and moiheroC Shinn. Finch and 
Jessamy. RunHy funeral. Memorial 
Service at St George's Church. Be- 
nenden. on Wednesday II February 
□r 2pm. Enquiries ana derations, u 
wished, payable to Mausotea and 
Monuments Trust do J. Perigee & 
Son. Bank Street. Cranbrook. Kent 
TN173EF. Telephone 015S0713636. 


Announcements fcr Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS should be 
sent In writing to dm Gazette Editor, 
The Independent; I Canada Square, 
Canary Whart London EM SDL. tele- 
phoned to 0171-293 2011 or faxed to 0171- 
293 2010, and are charged at £6-50 a Bne 
(VAT extra). 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

The Queen. Patron uf the Leonard OjwJiIiv 
F oundation, vittii Park House. SooJring- 
hfp* Norfolk. 


Birthdays 

Mr Red Buttons, actor and comedi- 
an, 79: Maj-Gen Sir Simon Cooper. 
Master of HM Household, 62; Mr Ian 
Findlay, former chairman. Lloyd’s, 
SO; Lord Gibson, former Oiairinan, 
National Trust. 82; Miss Susan KDL 
novelist and playwright, 56: Proles- 
sor Sir Alan Hodgkin OM, former 
Master. Trinity College, Cambridge. 
84; The Hon Douglas Hogg MP, 53; 
General Sir Geoffrey Hewlett, chair- 
man, Services Sound and Vision 
Corporation, 68; Ms Melanie John- 
son MP. 43; Mr Mark Jones. Direc- 
tor. National Museums of Scotland, 
47: Mr Denis Kennedy, cha ir ma n . 
Honeywell, 63; Sir Andrew Morriu. 
a Lord Justice of Appeal, oft Pro- 
fessor Adam Neville, loaner Princi- 
pal and View-Chancellor, Dundee 
University. 75; Mr Nick Palmer MR 
48; Miss Charlotte Rampling, actress. 
5 52: The Very Rev Colin Semper, for- 
: mer Canon of Westminster, 60; Mr 
: Midtael Simpson-Orlebar, fanner 
ambassador to Mexico. 66; Mr 
Arthur Sulzberger, former chair- 
man and publisher of the New York 
Times, 72; Sir Rodney Swcetnam, 
former orthopaedic surgeon to ibe 
Queen, 71; Mr David Turner, crick- 
eter, 4ft Lord Williams of Moscyn, 
Parliamentary Undcr-Secretaiy. 
Constitution. 57: Sir Leslie Young, 
director, Lancashire Enterprises, 73. 


Changing of the Guard 

The Household t jvjIij Mounted Rifameot 
mounts llie Quren's Ufa Guard ol Horse 
Guards, Mam. 


Anniversaries 

Births: Sir Robert Peel, statesman, 
I7SS; John Boyd Dunlop, inventor of 
ibe pneumatic tyre, 1840; Sir Wiliam 
Ncwzam Prior NiAobon. painter and 



Alternative London: Saunders at Neal's Yard, Covent Garden, where he first opened a wholefood shop in 1976 


imported white doves who flut- 
tered overhead. In fine weath- 
er the yard was crowded with 
office workers, tourists and 
regulars eating their lunch. 

The wholefood shop was 
sold in the mid-Eighties, where- 
upon, hearing about the many 
practitioners of alternative 
medicines who had nowhere to 
practise, Saunders derided to 
open therapy rooms they could 
hire. His intention was for each 
practitioners av. to be available 
to potential patients. Two budd- 
ings at one end of the yard were 
rebuilt and there, having been 


swept problems aside, with a 
degree of bauieur and a 
magnificent sense of style. 

Those qualities must have 
stood her in good stead. She was 
bora in 1913 into an aristocratic 
family in Lucknow - a city that 
is a byword for Muslim schol- 
arship and culture. Rom her fa- 
ther she inherited a keen 
interest in politics and nation- 
alism. From her mother's fam- 
ily of poets and scholars she 
drew a rich knowledge of Urdu. 
Persian and Arabic. Her knowl- 
edge of English came from an 


engraver, 1872. Deaths Giambattista 
Moroni, portrait painter, 1578; 
Thomas Carlyle, author and histori- 
an, 1881; Marianne Craig Moore, 
poet. 1972; Enteric Pressburger. 51m 
producer, 1988. On this day: the 
Spanish captured Minorca from the 
British. 1782; the Prince of Wales 


(“Prinny") was declared Prince Re- 
gent, 181 1; Rossinfs opera The Bar- 


gent, 1811; Kossuirs opera The Bar- 
ber of Seville was Grsl performed. 
Rome. lSl&VerdTs opera OteBo was 
fust performed, MOan. 1887; in Rus- 
sia, Church and State were official- 
ly separated. 1918; the Raya 1 Air 
Force Cottage at GranweU, Lino, was 
founded. 192 0. Today is l he Feast 
Day of St Adelaide of BcUch, St 
Agatha. St Avitus of Vienne, St 
Bertulpb or Bertou! of Renty, Saints 
ladractus and Dominica and St 
Vodalus or Vbcl. 


Lectures 

Wallace Collection: Joanne Hed- 
ley, "Greuze and Sensibilile", 1pm- 
Shefdonian Theatre, Oxford (Ox- 
ford Amnesty Lectures); Bartha 
Knoppers, "Who Should Have Ac- 
cess to Genetic Information?". 
5_30pm. 

Gresham College (Barnard’s Inn 
Hall, London EC1): Professor 
Colin Pillinger, "Sojourning and 
Surveying on Mars”, 1pm. 


James Lees-Milne 

A memorial service for James Lees- 
MOne will be held at the Giosvcnor 
Chapel, Somh Audky Street, London 
Wl, on Thursday 12 March, at Ham. 


excited early on by the poten- 
tial of computers, Saunders 
started the first Desk Top Pub- 
lishing Studio, where people 
could hire computers by the 
hour and be given professional 
help. A “self-fulfilment agency” 
and a small restaurant were 
housed in ibe same building. 

On the top floors be designed 
an imaginative rooftop garden 
and a Oat where be slept in a sus- 
pended egg and arranged a 
padded ledge for guests. Here his 
son, Kristoffer, of whom he was 
immensely proud, slept on his 
regular visits from Denmark. 


Nicholas Saunders spent the 
last years of his life investigat- 
ing the drug culture and par- 
ticularly Ecstasy, which he 
leafised had become a way of Ufa 

among many young people. The 
result was Iris book E for Ecsta- 
sy, published in 1993, followed 
by Ecstasy and the Dance Culture 
(1995) and Ecstasy Reconsidered 
( 1996). When be died he was 
working on another book, about 
drugs and spirituality. 

Saunders believed that it 
was now impossible to ban 
drugs altogether; it was better 
that they should be used sensi- 


European Community, with a 
mastery of the complex issues. 
But he remained wryly aloof 
from the smooth niceties of dip- 
lomacy, impatient of flattery and 
extravagance, and held strong 
views which he made dear to 
colleagues as well as opponents. 

The son of a successful but 
modest senior civil servant, he 
became a King's Scholar at 
Westminster School, where he 
showed an excellent mind and 
a debunking streak, in a school- 
boy trio who called themselves 
Les Trots Cyniques. In the post- 
war RAF where he remained an 
aircraftman, he worked with 
Italian prisoners of war who 
taught him Italian. At Oxford he 


read Greats and surprised many 
friends by becoming a diplomat 
After serving in Delhi and 
Helsinki he became deeply in- 
volved with the European Com- 
munity, in Paris, Brussels and 
London. He was committed to 
Britain's entry, while suspicious 
of Gaullist attitudes and rel- 
ishing confrontations with the 
Quai d’Orsay. His opportunity 
came when Ted Heath made the 
third and successful attempt to 
join the Community: Robinson 
worked tirelessly with Heath 
and Sir Con O'Neill, his senior 
in tbe Foreign Office, who 
shared his abrasive approach. 
Heath would always pay tribute 
to Robinson's European knowl- 


edge and attention to detail, 
which contributed greatly to 
Britain's eventual entry in 1973. 

The Foreign Office reward- 
ed him doubtfully, with tricky 
and thankless assignments; first 
as ambassador to Algiers, just 
after Opec’s show of strength; 
then to Washington as Minister 
under the controversial new 
ambassador Peter Jay, whom 
they wanted to put in his place. 
It was a silly mis-match, which 
Robinson could not enjoy. 

After a spell at ibe UN, spe- 
cialising in Palestinian problems, 
he was surprisingly made am- 
bassador to Israel, where he was 
regarded with suspicion. After 
that he took early retirement to 


English governess, and subse- 
quently as one of the few Indi- 
an girls at an English medium 
school. She was the first woman 
from her background to take a 
degree at Lucknow University. 

From early on she was a 
communicator, first through fea- 
ture articles for Indian papeis, 
the Pioneer and the Statesman. 
and membership of the radical 
Progressive Writers' MovemenL 
The fiction came later, as a re- 
sult - she recently speculated - 
of politics and dislocation. 

In 1947, when India was 


partitioned into India and Pak- 
istan, Hosain was in London 
with her husband, who had 
been posted the year before to 
the High Commission. The di- 
vision of the two countries and 
the separation of two religious 
communities caused her great 
pain, immensely proud of her 
heritage as both a Muslim and 
an Indian, she chose to remain 
in England and bring up her 
daughter and son - now the film 
director N\&ris Hussein -on her 
own. The change brought her a 
career as a regular broadcast- 


er with her own women’s pro- 
gramme on the BBC World Ser- 
vice and a new perspective. 

But the sense of damaged 
cultural roots never fully died 
away. “Here I am, I have cho- 
sen to live in this country which 
has given me so much; but I can- 
not get out of my blood the fact 
that I bad the blood of my an- 
cestors for 800 years in anoth- 
er country.” It was that, she said 
in her last piece - to be pub- 
lished in an anthology later 
this year- that drove her to write. 

Ln 1953, Cbatto and Windus 
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Alexander 

Haraszti 


i(ten 


Sandor Ritter (Alexander 
Haraszti), pastor and ‘ 
physician: born SoHvadkert, 
Hungary 2 March 1920; 
married 1943 Rosalie Ban 
(two sons, three daughters, 
and one son deceased); died 
Atlanta, Georgia 16 January 
1998. ■ 


biy. He particularly disliked tbe 
sensational and inaccurate news- 
paper coverage of the subject, 
ami regretted that politicians of 
all parties were unable to discuss 
tbe problem seriousty. 

With his partner. Anya 
Dashwood, with whom he had 
found complete happiness dur- 
ing the last few years, Saunders 
travelled all over the world 
gathering information for his 
new book. It was on the only trip 
that she did not accompany him 
that be met bis death in a car 
accident in South Africa. 

- Horn Maxweff Stuart 


become a market gardener in 
France, where he had already 
bought land. He later retired to 
Switzerland for neurological 
treatment, selflessly cared for by 
his Swiss wife, Marianne. 

His more conventional col- 
leagues s3w him as having stum- 
bled on tbe road to a knighthood. 
In fact he turned down a senior 
ambassadorship and was bored 
by the pomposity and dressing- 
up of the grander European em- 
bassies. He was always his own 
man. with a rare fearlessness 
and probity 1 , and he bad been 
indispensable to the most im- 
portant diplomatic achievement 
of post-war Britain. 

- Anthony Sampson 


Alexander Haraszti was the 
architect of Billy Graham's 
Eastern European visits in 
the 1970s and 1980s. Without 
his formidable powers of per- 
suasion, charm, persistence, 
gu il e and chutzpah it is doubt- 
ful. whether the American 
evangelist could have added 
the Communist world to his 
numerous other preaching 
destinations. 

'Multilingual, a pastor and 
doctor as well as a negotiator, 
Haraszti had the vision of 
creating out of Graham an 
evangelist to the world. To 
achieve this goal, he persuaded 
Graham to soft-pedal his anti- 
communism and agree not to 
speak out about persecution of 
Christians in the Communist 
world. 

Haraszti gained a doctorate 
in linguistics and was ordained 
a Baptist minister in Budapest 
in 1944. He then worked as a 
pastor to support himself while 
he and his wife completed 
medical studies at Semmehveis 
University in Budapest where 
he practised medicine as well 
as teaching at the Baptist 
seminary. 

During the Hungarian up- 
rising against Soviet domination 
in 1956, Haraszti fled to Vien- 
na with his family, and (hen to 
the United States. He later 
claimed he had left Hungary 
not for political motives but to 
be able to work in Africa as a 
medical missionary. He trained 
with the Southern Baptists, but 
by the time he and his wife 
completed the training they 
were deemed too old and a 
subsequent invitation to join 
Albert Schweitzer came to 
nothing, although he did 
briefly work in Ghana. Tanza- 
nia and the Gaza Strip. By 
now Haraszti had American 
citizenship. He and his wife 
opened a medical practice in 
Atlanta and he became a sur- 
gical resident at three Atlanta 
hospitals. 

As a pastor in the early 
1950s in Budapest, Haraszti 
had translated Billy Graham's 
book Peace With God (1953). 
without ever guessing he might 
one day be working closely 
with the evangelist Their first 


brought out her book of short 
stories Phoenix Fled. Eight years 
later came Sunlight on a Broken 
Column, an evocative and care- 
fully detailed novel which traces, 
via the story of young Laila, a 
society in transition. It was over 
20 years, however, before the 
book was widely recognised. 
Brought out of oblivion by Vi- 
rago in their splendid Modern 
Classes in 1988, it re-established 
Attia Hosain in the public eye 
and gave her a platform which 
sbe embraced with zest 

-Ndseem Khan 
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encounter took place in. 1972, 
when Haraszti and two Hun- 
garian pastors were invited to 
meet Graham during a crusade 
in Cleveland. 

- All were keen bn a crusade 
in Hungary, despite the obvious 
difficulties, Haraszti was des- 
patched to Budapest to tackle 
the Communist authorities. The 
bead of the State Office for Re- 
ligious Affair s, Imre Mikios, 
needed some persuading, iden- 
tifying Gr aham as a “burning 
anti-Cdmmunist”. Haraszti was 
well versed in negotiating with 
Communist officials from his 
earlier days in Hungary, al- 
though this lime it took five . 
years to achieve his goal; 

The limited success of Billy 

Graham's 1977 Hungarian cru- 
sade - during which Haraszti 
also served as bis translator - 
fired Haraszti's ambition to 
firm Graham into the evange- 
list of TF.-tta^rn Europe. Thanks 
to Haraszti’s efforts, crusades to 
Inland, East Germany, Czecho- 
slovakia and the Soviet Union 
’ eventually took place. Most 
were controversial. 

Graham was widely quoted 
as denying religious persec- 
ution m the countries be 
visited, the price he was pre- 
pared to pay for the visits to 
go ahead. On his first visit to 
Hungary, Graham ignored 
the bulldozing of a Methodist 
church in Budapest. Graham's 
1985 visit to Ceausescu’s 
Romania, for which Haraszti 
had worked since 1978, was per- 
haps the most controversial 
despite the large numbers of 
people who came to hear tbe 
evangelist. Graham remained 
silent on political and religious 
persecution there. 

Haraszti was a master of 
backroom negotiation. Ener- 
getic and self-confident, he 
had no trouble switching from 
doctor to pastor to political 
troubleshooter. When Graham 
succeeded in gaining a 
meeting at short aotice with 
the Soviet ambassador to 
Washington, Anatoly Dobry- 
nin, Haraszti would not have 
dreamt: of missing: out. He 
began a scheduled hyster- 
ectomy a few minutes: early 
then, leaving his juniors tq f 
finish the job, clashed to the 
airport to catch a flight to; 
Washington. ; _ . • 

In the car to the embassy, 
Graham told the Pepsi chief ex- 
ecutive Don Kendall that Ha- 
raszti knew more about Eastern 
Europe than Henry Kissinger. 
For Alexander Haraszti, it was - 
a day to savour. 

-Fefix Guffey 
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Hosain: indomitable 


Copyright owner can have unlimited injunction 


The use of an injunction 
unlimited by time to prevent 
future infri ngem ent of 
copyright and to extra ct 
payment for past 
infringement was not an 
abute of process. 

Phonographic Performance Lid v 
Martra and other actions: Court of 
Appeal (Lord Woolf. Master of the 
Rote. Lord Justice Aldous and Lord 
Justice M'xnmeryl 3 February 1998 


The Court of Appeal allowed 
the appeal of Phonographic 
ftsrfonnance Ud (PPL) against 
orders made in proceedings for 
infringement of copyright, 
whereby injunctions limited 
by time were granted against 
(he defendants. 

PPL, as assignees, adminis- 
tered the performing, broad- 
casting and cable programme 
rights in the sound recordings 
of the vast majority of record 
companies. A person who took 


one of its licences was entitled 
to use all the recordings in the 
repertoire of its member com- 
panies. PPL took infringement 
proceedings against persons 
discovered to be making unli- 
censed use of the repertoire, if 
they failed to apply for a licence 
after the need to do so had 
been drawn to their attention. 

For many years PPL had ob- 
tained final judgment in default 
under RSC Order 19 rule 7(1) 
against persons making unli- 
censed use of the repertoire. 
The orders made included an 
injunction with immediate ef- 
fect and without limit of time 
to restrain further infringement, 
ln the current actions, the judge 
had made orders granting in- 
junctions to take effect 28 days 
after the date of order, to con- 
tinue for six months or until the 

defendant applied fora licence, 
whichever was the earlier. 
PctcrGoUsmuh QC, Jonathan Rant- 


er Janus QC and. Amanda Michaels 
(Green Sheikh t£- Co, formerly Green 
David Conway dt Co) far PPL: Mary 
Vitoria QC (Nick Kounoupias, Per- 
forming Rigfu Society Ltd) for the f\r- 
foniing Riga Society as intervener, 
Michael SUverleaf QC (Treasury 
Solicitor) as amicus curiae. 


Lord Woolf MR handed down 
the judgment of the court. The 
issue of principle raised on the 
appeal was whether the judge 
had been entitled to refuse to 
grant injunctions with immedi- 
aie effect and without Emit of time. 

In the present cases the 
judge had been aware, from ear- 
lier proceedings before him, of 
the practice of PPL to require 
a person who applied for a li- 
cence to lake it from the first 
day an which they had used the 
repertoire. A person who had 
infringed would, thus, only be 
granted a licence when lie had 
regularised his position. A per- 


son against whom an injunction 
bad been granted would, sim- 
ilarly, not be granted a licence 
if he did not pay the appro- 
priate licence fee in respect of 
past infringement 

Tbe judge had been con- 
cerned at PPLs practice of us- 
ing an injunction of unlimited 
duration as a lever to extract 
payment of past fees, a prac- 
tice which he regarded as an 
abuse of process. He had there- 
fore restricted the injunctions 
granted, and PPL submitted' 
that that was a wrong exercise 
of his discretion. 

A person who exploited his 
properly right by licensing was 
entitled, except in special cir- 
cumstances. to prevent unli- 
censed use of his property 
right and to refuse to grant a 
licence except on his terms and 
conditions as to payment and 
use. In cases such as the pre- 
sent there was no reason why 


the use of an injunction in the 
normal form to prevent future^ 
infringement should be arc* 
abuse. No doubt the conse- " 
quence was that a defendant’:, 
was forced lo pay if he wished! 
to use the repertoire, but PPL£" 
were entitled to use the righ ts^ 
assigned to them in that wayi'[ 

A person who had know-” 
mgly infringed PPJJs rights 
and had shown an intention to . 
continue to do so should not be ? 
surprised to be told that, if he 
did continue to infringe, be' 
risked committal to prison; 
"P r should he be surprised 
that, when a breach of the in- 
junction had occurred, it .was - 
poi nted out that committal 
proceedings would follow un- 
less he regularised his position. 

The appeals would be al- - 
lowed, with the result that the 
injunctions granted would be in 
the normal form sought by PPL. . 

- Kote O’ Hanlon, Barrister 
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When marriage turns into a very public huniiH ^ 0 


Like Christine Hamilton before 
her, Vanessa Davis (Mrs Oflot) is 
today facing Up to or deal by 
media, a plunge in income and the 
rapid exit of friends and status, ail 
because her husband went and 
lost his big job. Ros Wynnejones on 
the worst day in a wife's life. 


It tfogan with an episode of Panorama. It 
ended yesterday, after nearly two years of 
the media inquiring as to whether his po- 
sition was really tenable, as a man in high 
public office cleared his desk. As his world 
collapsed, his wife was out on the doorstep 
of the family home raining verbal blows 
on those who would doubL her “hon- 
ourable, upright and decent" husband's in- 
tegrity. “There’s been some awful things 
said and written about my husband, and 
it’s obviously upsetting for him and me," 
she said incredulously. “But I know be did 
. absolutely no thing wrong." 

In yesterday's drama, the central char- 
acter was Peter Davis, the UK lottery reg- 
• ■ ulator sacked after a libel jury upheld 
Richard Branson’s claim that the chair- 
man of GTech, a member of the Camelot 
consortium, had tried to bribe him to drop 
his own bid to run the lottery. But there 
was a sense of d£ja vu, as his wife Vanes- 
sa made a solid defence from behind the 
scenes, a Christine Hamilton in the mak- 
ing. We have been here before, in Thtton 
last spring, when every day the press pack 
grew exponentially with the daff odils 
outside the Hamilton’s Nether Alderley 
mansion. And last night. Mrs Hamilton, 
who has become as practised as Hillary 
Clinton in the art of standing by her man, 
had a few words of advice for Mrs Vanes- 
sa Davis on how to weather a very pub- 
lic humiliation. 

“At first it seems almost as if the 
world is ending,” she said yesterday, from 
Nether Alderley. “The witch-hunt climate 
^ grows and you are besieged by the press. 

; * You pass pcoplein the street and you know 
what they’ve read in the papers and you 
expect them to think the worst of you.'’ 
Mrs Hamilton admitted “rather enjoying” 
the recent Robin Cook saga - “I wouldn’t 
be human if I hadn't*’ — but said that she 
couldn't help feeling some sympathy for 
his predicament. 

“The most important thing for Mrs 
Davis to do is to keep strong for her hus- 


band,” she says. “The last thing he needs 
at this stage is his wife getting hysterical 
in the street. You have to be all smiles. It 
might not seem like it, but the rat pack will 
quite quickly move on to someone else." 

During the cash-for-questions saga, Mrs 
Hamilton turned out to be an important 
link between several of the key players, 
having been a former secretary to Sir 
Michael Grylls, who was implicated along 
with her husband, Neil. So too, a chance 
meeting in 1975 between Mrs Davis and 
another woman, Cordelia Menges, began 
a chain of events that has contributed to 
Mr Davis's resignation. 

IWenty two years ago, Mrs Davis was 
attending ante-natal classes, following 
the birth of her son, Alexander, now an 
Oxford undergraduate, when she met 
Mrs Menges, the wife of a New York fi- 
nancier. The women got along well and 
eventually became friends as mothers 
with children the same age. In 1994, the 
Davis's visited the Menges at their Long 
Island home during a trip in which Mr 
Davis studied the US lottery. The prob- 
lem was that Mr Menges was now a non- 
executive director of a company called 
GTech. 

While in the States, Mr Davis made 
three flights aboard a Cessna Citation III 
executive jet, four journeys in a helicopter 
an d was chauffeur-driven in a limousine. 
All these free rides were in GTech vehi- 
cles. His decision not to decline Glech hos- 
pitality has since been called “a serious 
error of judgement” by the all-party Com- 
mons public accounts committee. 

“With hindsight Fm sure Mr Davis 
would never have accepted those things 
from GIfech,” says Mrs Hamilton. “With 
hindsight, Neil and I would never have 


gone to the Ritz [owned by Mohammed 
al Fayed, for whom Mr Hamilton was sub- 
sequently accused of asking questions in 
the House of Commons]." She admits that 
with such a cloud hanging over her hus- 
band’s departure as MP for Thttoo it is 
hard for either Hamilton to find work. 
“Neil has all sorts of talents, as a barris- 
ter, an economist, and so forth, bnt com- 
panies don't want to be associated with 
him," she says. *T expect Mr Davis wiD find 
that people want his talents and skills but 
not his name. They’ll soon find out who 
their friends are.” 

Mr Davis, a Wimbledon and Arsenal 
supporter once labelled “Mr Boring" by 
the tabloids because of his decree that Mrs 
Davis and their two sons must not buy lot- 
tery tickets so that the bead of the house- 
hold was beyond reproach, now finds 
himself with the more interesting but also 
more ffaYnaging tag “controversial"- Asked 
once how he would have spent a jackpot 
lottery, he replied that he would buy fish- 
ing rights in Ireland and Scotland and be 


FEATURE AWARD 


Brigid McConville has won an 
award for her feature in The 
Independent on a London 
surgeon and his work with 
African women living here who 
have suffered genital mutilation. 
The Family Planning Association 
and Guild of Health Writers 
judged it the best national 
newspaper or magazine article 
on sexual health or family 
planning. 


‘frightfully boring" by investing the rest. 
Mrs Davis could have had a “nice birth- 
day present" he added. Neighbours de- 
scribe the family as “suburban, ordinary” . 

This year, her birthday present will no 
doubt be inexpensive as the Davis’s begin 
to cut back following the loss of Mr Davis s 
£80,000 Oflot salary. Accepting the Oflot 
job had already meant a pay cut as Mr 
Davis, who lives in a £lra mansion, com- 
plete with tennis court in Wimbledon, had 
been earning a far higher salary in the pri- 
vate sector. Although he still bolds posi- 
tions at Equitable Life and Provident 
Friendly which will bring in about £50,000 
per year, the loss of the £80,000 will be 
sorely missed. 

Christine Hamilton is philosophical 
about her husband's - and her own - loss 
of status following 1 May. “In the end, 
what’s happened to us is nothing compared 
with some of our friends in the same pe- 
riod.” she says. “We haven't faced cancer 
or family traumas or divorce. In a way 
we're lucky." She adds mischievously: 
“Anyway, at least Martin Bell knows what 
it’s like to be accused of impropriety now." 

All that may seem of little comfort to 
the Davis’s, however, as they watch the 
press pack outside and contemplate once 
more being on the front pages of tomor- 
row’s media. Mrs Davis, who has since fall- 
en out with her friend Mis Menges, will 
undoubtedly be wishing she'd chosen a dif- 
ferent ante-natal class 22 years ago. 


Vanessa Davis being confronted by reporters 


at her Wimbledon home yesterday 
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My colleague is sexually harassing me. What should I do about it? 


Mary thinks she’s 
suffering from sexual 
harassment at work. A 
colleague has patted 
her on the bottom as 
she leaned over a 
drinking fountain, and 
made sexy suggestions 
when they’ve been at a 
hotel on business 
together. He recently 
gave her a big squeeze 
in the corridor and she 
feels dirty. What should 
she do? 

-What should Maiy do?” is 
rather an odd question. Sure- 
ly the question is: “What sfawld 

. Rpraiise if. as 


wonder he’s going round giv- 
ing her squeezes in the office. 
He’s met with no resistance to 
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it sounds, she’s put up with this 
man 's advances so far, small 
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Sounds like a completely nor- 
mal man to me, who thinks 
Maiy enjoys this office flirta- 
tion, which he doubtless has no 
intention of taking further. For 
all one knows he’s got himself 
so far now that he’s actually giv- 
ing her squeezes out of sheer 
gallantry. 

If Mary didn’t like her bot- 
tom being patted why didn’t she 

whir! round and tell him to get 

lost at once? If she didn’t like 

his sexual suggestions while 
they were on business why 
didn't she set her face in stone 
and tell him that what he was 

saving was the most repulsive 

idea she’d ever heard? Why, 
when he squeezed her in the 
corridor, didn’t she knee him 
in the groin? Or, if she’s not 
spunky enough to react that 
quickly, she should at least 
have told him in a dignified way 
that she doesn’t relish his be- 
haviour one bit. As for feeling 

dirty, I think she feds dirty not 
because of his sexual advances, 

but because she allows herself 
to feel ditty. This dirtiness she 
feels is shame at herself for not 
standing up for herself, not efirt 

that a few sexual groping* can 

make her feel After ah, rfa dog 

puts its nose up their skirt, few 
except the most paranoid of 
women would feel “ dl ^- 

They might, however, feel dirty 
if they encouraged it or let it 

keep sniffing. This man should 

be treated like an eager dc^ 

“Down, sir! No,"Mary should 

say, as it were, as she pushes 

himaway.“Nowandesfor^u 

if you go on Kke this! And she 


should then forget the whole m- 

ddenL This man’s activity is fcd 

by Mary’s passivity, and while 
I wouldn't go as far as saying 

she brin^ it on herself, she cer- 
tainly has not behaved like a 
grown-up woman if die s let 
him get away with it so far. 

Of course she could get 

him on a sexual harassment rap 

if she's so weak as to be unable 
to deal with this by herself. She 
could get friends and col- 
leagues to keep evidence and 
diaries of his sexual behaviour, 
tell his manager, and ask him 

or her to have a quiet word with 

him. But I don’t think any of 
that is necessary. 

As one of the women who 
wore one of the world’s first 
miniskirts in the Sbties in an all- 
male office, it never occurred 
to me to go to a tribunal. 
Frankly, the entire staff would 
have bad to have been repri- 
manded anyway, including, no 
doubt, half the men on the tri- 
bunal Groans would go round 

the office if I wore tights instead 
of stockings and suspenders, 

and when I first started wear- 
ing knee-length black boots 
(only available at dance shoe 
shops in those days) peispira- 

tfon stock orton the foreheads 

of editors as well as office 
boys. It never occurred to me 
to feel dirty. I quite enjoyed the 
attention and acme of it went 
farther than surreptitious star- 
ing, wolf whistles, innuendo and 

the odd grope which was equal- 
ly flirtatiously rebuffed. 

This colleague of Maty’s has 

somehow got her feeling like a 

victim. She must take bade the 

initiative and react like a 
woman in her own right. And 

remember that no man can 
make any woman fed dirty. 


WHAT READERS SAY 


Next time it happens, 
threaten to tell 
The answer to Mary’s problem 
is quite simple. The next time 
the rP an concerned touches her 
or makes lewd comments, she 
should offer him the choice: 
“The next time you behave like 
this, should I report you, and 
inform your wife, or should 1 
knee you in the balls?" Mary 
must look him straight in the 
eye and ray: “1 mean it, you are 
not being funny or clever, and 
I’Ve had enough." 

If it upsets Mary to confront 

the pest in this way, she must 
not be afraid to show that up- 
set - a little emotion shows the 
sincerity of what she is saying, 
and can only result in the iso- 
lation of the perpetrator in the 
workplace. The important 
thing is for him to realise that 

Mary means what die says, and 

for Mary herself to be certain 
she isn’t bluffing - so no idle 
threats. 

James 77ujmpsorc, 

Welwyn Garden City, Herts 

Have a quiet word to stop 
it going any further 
Could Maiy take her time to 
think just what to say and find 
a suitable moment to calmly 
have a word with him? It could 
be done with gpod humour and 
even a slight smile. Some thing 
like, “Now look, we work in the 
same office and we need to get 
on, as it were. But at the same 

time it is difficult for me to deal 
with your various attentions 
(and you will know what I 
mean) ” She could perhaps 
add: “I could, of course, com- 


plain officially - but we 
wouldn’t want that, would 
we?" 

Michael Guyer 
London 

Keep a log of everything 
and prepare your case 
This is a serious sexual ha- 
rassment issue and Mary has 
let things go on for too long- 
sbe has to tell her boss now! In 
order to do this effectively, die 
should get organised. She 
should make a log of all the 
“events", including date, time 
and anything they each said. 
She has already talked to oth- 
er women in the office - now 
she needs to limit her com- 
ments to one or two trustwor- 
thy people, making sure that it 


does not become gossip. 

Mary should avoid all con- 
tort with this guy, but if she 
must send written communi- 
cation, it should be busi- 
nesslike and she should keep 

a copy. She really ought to con- 
front him (with another person 
as witness) and tell him suc- 
cinctly, “Do not touch me, or 
speak to me about anything 
other than business matters. 
You are out of line and I am 
taking further action." No 
apologies, no discussion. 

A copy of the file goes to 
her boss ASAP, with notifica- 
tion that if the boss doesn’t 
take action, he/stie will be in- 
cluded in future legal action. 
Additionally, she really ought 
to stop calling female co- 


workers “girls” - they are 
women. 

Alice PSchaaf 
Wahon-on-Thamcs, Surrey 

Try this public humiliation 
for sex pests 

l suggest that Mary follows the 
example of a quick-thinking 
friend of mine who, when 
groped in a tube train, swiftly 
grasped hold of the offending 
wrist, held it high and ex- 
claimed loudly: “I found this 
hand on my bottom - does it 
belong to anyone?” This pub- 
lic humiliation should be suf- 
ficient to make this pest think 
twice before sexually harassing 
her again. 

Margaret Fox 
Tadworth, Sunev 
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The Independent has recently had its 
problems with Robin Cook, but yesterday 
he did a good thing. The Foreign Secre- 
tary made a brave start at addressing the 
problems of Britain's remaining colonies; 
now he must go further. 

The D epende nt Territories, a clutch of 
far-flung possessions strung across the 
globe, are the last morsels of the empire 
which Britain bit off and then spat out oyer 
the course of four centuries. Most are is- 
lands, the remnants of a naval strategy that 
dominated the world for most of the nine- 
teenth century. Gibraltar, the Falklands 
and St Helena only had meaning for 
Britain as coaling stations and fortresses. 
Once naval supremacy was gone, after 
Britain lost its other colonies, and as sub- 
marines, nuclear missiles and aircraft re- 
defined military strategy, they lost their 
point as far as the metropolis was con- 
cerned. 

But as far as their inhabitants are con- 
cerned, they are still home, and they are 


still British. We may sometimes feel that 
it is slightly surreal or anachronistic that 
the United Kingdom has do minio ns in the 

South Atlantic, tire Caribbean, the Indi- 
an Ocean or the Pacific. But.it does; and 
the i nh a b ita n ts of these territories often 
feel that they are neither understood, nor 
well treated, nor accepted. 

None of these places wants indepen- 
dence; most couldn’t cope with it That 
means, as the Fbreign Office has at last 
grasped, that we have to come up with a 
plan for looking alter places as diverse as 
the Falkland Islands and An guilla. 

Mr Cook started in the right place yes- 
terdaywhen he addressed the Dependent 
Tferri tones Association in London. He be- 
gan by talking about mutual trust and re- 
spect between Britain and the dependent 
territories, something that has been all too 
lacking - notably in the dealings of 
Labour with Montserrat. Symbolically, re- 
naming them the United Kingdom Over- 
seas territories will help put the 


relationship on a fairer footing (and it is 
better than ratling them the British Over- 
seas Territories: that name only served to 
m ak e their inferiority complex worse) . Al- 
locating to them a new sub-department in 
the Foreign Office might not sound much, 
but it will help clarify administration and 
ensure that the territories have a closer 
relationship with the bureaucracy. 

In return, the territories will have to 
dean up their acts in a few, specific areas. 
Financial regulation has been a big prob- 
lem, though many of the Caribbean islands 
have acted already. Respect for human 
rights - including the abolition of the death 
penalty, and the estabfehmenl of gay rights 
- is only reasonable if these places are to 
continue ro have close ties to Britain. 

The main nettle still to be grasped is 
passports. In a noble gesture of post-colo- 
nial reconciliation, Britain took their 
British passports away in 1981, and handed 
out second-class documents in their place, 
shabby passports that do not give a right 


of abode in the UK. The motive was sole- 
ly to stop the people of Hong Kong from 
coming to Britain once it became dear that 
the former colony would return to Chinese 
sovereignty. This piece of monstrous 
hypocrisy was then topped off with an- 
other. even when Hong Kong had been 
handed back, the Government refused to 
give back the passports to the 150,000 peo- 
ple re maining under British rule. The rea- 
son, apparently, was that it would look bad 
to act so soon after Hong Kong had gone. 

This pathetically poor piece of rea- 
soning is still being used to deny the peo- 
ple of St Helena and elsewhere their right 
to a proper passport. Gibraltar and the 
Falklands have them already, which also 
raises some big questions. These two ter- 
ritories are, of course, subject to rival sov- 
ereignty rfaims , which is the main reason 
why their inhabitan ts are privileged. But 
it is also worth pointing out that most of 
the people of Gibraltar and the Falklands 
are white; most of the others are not. 


Racism? Quite possibly. The mam 
opponent of handing out passports is the 
Home Office, where plenty of ignoble spir- 
itssdll find a home. Even if it is not racism, 
it does not look good for Britain. Nor does^ 
it fit with Mr Cook's arguments aboutmu- 
tual trust and respect And it won't help 
die Government when it presses its claims 
over financial regulation and human 
rights if it is, in effect, offering little in re- 
turn. The Fbreign Secretary realises all that 
and is trying to change things: which is a 
moral, but also practical thing to do, and 
he deserves all the support he can geL 
There is one further step the Govern- 
ment needs to take. The territories have, 
at present, little in the way of democratic 
representation in London. It would be dif- 
ficult to give them, say, a seat in the Com- 
mons. But in a government where radical 
and innovative constitutional t hin kin g is 
encouraged, it shouldn’t be impossible to 
find a way to give every British citizen - 
at home and overseas —a vote and a voice. 
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SAPPAM CONTINUES TO FRUSTRATE THE UN- WEAPONS INSPECTORS. 
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President of the UK 

The germ of the answer to An- 
dreas Whitt am Smith's prob- 
lem in finding a credible 
president is to be found with- 
in his own article (“Why I lost 
the debate over the monarchy". 
3 February). 

He raised the question as to 
who best represented the 
mood of the nation at the 
time of Princess Diana's death. 
Answer not the Queen but the 
Prime Minister, Tony Blair. 
Pursue this idea to other great 
emotional crises. Who best 
represented the mood of the 
nation at the time of the Dun- 
blane massacre? All three par- 
ty leadeis. And during the 
Second World War? The 
Prime Minister, Winston 
Churchill. 

The reason why there is 
never a satisfactory answer to 
the question as to who would 
make a suitable president for 
this country is because we are 
still locked into an infantile, 
dewy-eyed myth of how the 
monarch represents the na- 
tion. And of course no real per- 
son can satisfy that myth. 

The question Andreas 
Whittam Smith should really 
ask is: can readers name a sin- 
gle event of the last hundred 
years which, were it to occur to- 
day, the absence of tbe 
monarch would leave an emo- 
tional or symbolic vacuum? If 
the answer is none, as I believe 
it is. then we have grown out of 
the need for the myth. There is 
simply no need any longer for 
a head of stale of that kind, 
whether monarch or president. 
The reality is that all the con- 
stitutional, symbolic, and emo- 
tional roles of the monarch can 
be performed by the Speaker 
and her parliamentarians, sup- 
ported by a mature and self- 
confident electorate. 

PETER MANN 
London W2 

Andreas Whittam Smith asks 
who would make a good pres- 
ident for our country, should 
we abolish the monarchy. 
Could I suggest Elizabeth 
Windsor as being more than 
suitable for the job? 
LAWRENCE KILKENNY 
Stafford 

Lottery regulator 

While one would agree with the 
comments in your leading ar- 
ticle “The jury’s verdict damned 
the lottery regulator, too" (3 
February), there is another as- 


pect of the situation which 
must be remedied. 

The obligations of the reg- 
ulator to maximise revenue 
constrain his ability to deal ad- 
equately with public interest is- 
sues. This is particularly so 
since Came lot wishes to expand 
the market and has recently 
even recommended to the Sec- 
retary of State that there should 
be curbs on the regulator. At the 
same time, the Culture De- 
partment demands increasing 
amounts of revenue. In such a 
setting, public interest pres- 
sures inevitably become sec- 
ondary considerations. 

In practice therefore, rev- 
enue maximisation has be- 
come the predominant duty. 
This makes it difficult, if not 
impossible, for the regulator to 
act in an even-handed way. 
Such a combination of roles is 
not found in tbe statutory 
powers and duties of any oth- 
er regulator. 

Qearty, a true regulator post, 
with an overriding statutory 
obligation to take account of the 


public interest, needs to be cre- 
ated. The National Lottery Bill 
at present before Parliament 
makes no provision for this. 

Dr E MORAN 
Chairman, The National 
Council on Gambling 
London NI4 

Nigerian crime wave 

It has become a pastime for the 
press to make Nigeria a scape- 
goat for tbe inability of the sys- 
tem to check rampant sharp 
practice (“Nigerian crime wave 
sweeps through Britain”, 2 
February). 

Nigeria has a sophisticated ar- 
ray of professionals in virtually 
all areas of British develop- 
mental effort - all contributing 
most assiduously toward bet- 
tering their lives and tbe British 
system. Nigeria cannot be held 
responsible for ineffective checks 
on possible abuses in councils by 
a few rotten eggs among her 
large population in the UK. 

Admittedly, there are some 
Nigerians who have chosen 


unorthodox means of liveli- 
hood to reciprocate British 
hospitality, but a dear distinc- 
tion has to be made between 
t his s mall band of misfits and 
honest, hardworking and dis- 
ciplined Nigerians. 

It is important to stress that 
Nigeria is neither a producing 
nor a consuming nation of 
bard drugs. As for back as 
1985, Nigeria took the un- 
precedented step of executing 
three undergraduates for drug 
trafficking. It was the first in the 
African con Linen!. This is just 
to show how seriously Nigeria 
takes the war against drugs 
and financial crime. 

If Britain could co-operate 
wilh Nigeria, or even put up 10 
per cent of the effort that the 
Nigerian government has de- 
voted so far to fighting these 
crimes, the situation would 
have been abated. 
GREYNEANOSIKE 
Editor! Deputy Head, Nigeria 
Information Service Centre 
Nigeria High Commission 
London WC2 


Artful arguments 

Unfortunately, in his vigorous 
campaign to support Green- 
wich Theatre, Matthew Francis 
(letter, 2 February) has missed 
the main point of Trevor 
Phillips' article (24 January). 

Far from telling arts practi- 
tioners not to bother to argue 
for increased funding, Trevor 
Phillips urged them to develop 
sharper arguments in support of 
public subsidy for the arts. The 
old ones are simply not working. 

As far as Greenwich 
Theatre itself is concerned, the 
fact is that average paid atten- 
dance did not raise the box of- 
fice above 28 per cent of 
financial capacity last year and 
that is not enough to sustain the 
business on present or even in- 
creased levels of public funding. 
Furthermore, this core and de- 
creasing audience does not re- 
flect the range and diversify of 
south-east London. 

But just because this par- 
ticular operation is not proving 
viable, it doesn't mean that 


Greenwich and south-east Lon- 
don should not have access to 
arts of the highest quality and 
London Arts Board will con- 
tinue to work hard to that end. 
To suggest that the board is not 
committed to companies work- 
ing with disadvantaged com- 
munities is nonsense. The 
board’s policy this year has 
been to increase funding - 
around 60 uplifts in all - to the- 
atres and arts organisations 
throughout London, including 
groups like Oval House in 
Lambeth and Heart ’n' Soul, 
tbe leading arts disability group, 
in Lewisham. 

DAVID POWELL 
Deputy Chairman 
London Arts Board 
London WC2 

Amnesty for pigs 

Paul Vallely (“How the flying 
pigs became a crackling good 
tale", 17 January) claims that 
in the 1970s “Amnesty In- 
ternational financed experi- 
ments to torture pigs to find cut 


whether certain kinds of torture 
could be used without damag- 
ing skin" and suggests that this 
stemmed from attitudes to- 
wards animals “embedded in 
English culture and law". 

Hie incident Mr Vallely 
refers to took place in Denmark, 
when a group of doctors who 
were members of Amnesty In- 
ternational undertook experi- 
ments on themselves and 
anaesthetised pigs with the aim 
of establishing a basis for foren- 
sic proof that even small elec- 
tric shocks lead to demonstrable 
changes to the skin. 

When the Amnesty Interna- 
tional membership learnt of 
these experiments, the organi- 
sation disassociated itself from 
the experiments and resolved at 
its 1978 International Council 
meeting that it would never un- 
dertake or be associated with 
medical experimentation on ei- 
ther human beings or animals. 
PAUL STREETS 
Deputy Director 
Amnesty International UK 
London ECl 


Freedom to B flat 

Since the dawn of orchestral 
music, composers have always 
been held back from writing ex- 
actly as they wished, by those 
that commissioned and con- 
sumed the symphonies, sonatas 
and concertos. Music in any tra- 
dition has long been governed 
by what those paying for it ex- 
pect to hear. 

The “forty years of mad- 
ness” which began in 1945 sig- 
nalled not the beginning of 
the end of “classical’' compo- 
sition, as Julian Lloyd Webber 
asserts (“Stop the dictators 
of modern music ”, 2 Feb- 
ruary). but the dawn of artistic 
freedom. 

DAVID KERNOHAN 
Leicester 

A professional musician friend 
of mine, who is given to .de- 
scribing most avant-garde mu- 
sic as sounding like “afire in a 
pet shop”, gleefully relates the 
following story, which he as- 
sures me is not apocryphal. 

After taking part in the 
world preralfere (probably also 
tbe world deroifcre) of an avant- 
garde orchestral composition, 
a well-known clarinettist re- 
alised that he had, quite by ac- 
cident, played tbe entire piece 
on his A clarinet rather than the 
B fiat instrument specified in “ 
the score. 

The fact that the clarinet 
part was thus beard a semitone 
lower than intended entirety 
escaped the notice of all 
those present, including the 
conductor, the composer and 
his sponsors. Need one say 
more? 

ALEXANDER EASTWELL 
Romsley, 

Worcestershire 

The first black peer? 

It was good to read the article 
“Not them, not us, just here" ■' 
{ISM, 31 January). You de- 
scribe Lord Taylor of War- 
wick, however, as the “first 
black peer”. 

I applaud his achievement, 
but youVe clearly forgotten 
the late Lord Pitt of Hamp- 
stead, while Baroness Flatter 
was in the upper house for six 
years, and Lord Chitnis-19 
years before Lord 'BryJor. Who 
does hold the distmetion ofbe^ 
ing the first black peer?'WS»rit r • 
the cricketer Lord (Leafie) 
Constantine? 

CARL JACKSON 
South Croydon. 

Surrey 


‘Oops — Sorry I Forgot Your Sad Suicide’ . . . and other greetings cards the censor saw 



MILES 

KINGTON 


People who do very unusual 
jobs indeed 

Number 29: A taste controller in 
the greetings card industry 

“Up to the 1960s, nobody ever 
saw the slightest need for taste 
control In the greetings card 
industry,” says Horace 
Uveright. 

“That's because everything 
was tasteful. Ghastly good taste, 
you might say. Suffocatingly 
good taste. Everything was pink 
clouds and bedroom slippers 
and little puppies and golf 
clubs for dad. But in the 1960s 
everything loosened up. People 
let it all hang out. We had sex 
and drugs and rock'n'roll, and 
the greetings card industry was 
no exception. When the first 


greetings card went on the 
market inscribed ‘Greetings lb 
A Really Homy Guy... you 
knew things would never be 
quite the same again." 

It is impossible to tell from 
Horace Liveright's expression 
whether he thinks this is a 
good thing or noL Presumably 
he thinks it is a good thing, be- 
cause otherwise he would not 
be the chief censor of the greet- 
ings card industry. Although 
censor is not a word he likes to 
hear. 

“No, I am not a censor. A 
censor is someone who stops 
things being known. 7 cannot 
stop someone telling someone 
else that he is glad it is his birth- 
day. All I can do is exercise 
some advisoiy power. I am 
head of the Greetings Card 


Advisory Centre. We advise. We 
do not controL" 

In what way would he exer- 
cise his right to advise ? 

“Well you may have read re- 
cently that a leading card man- 
ufacturer has issued a set of 
cards to send to people whose 
lives have been blighted by the 
suicide of a loved one. Sorry to 
hear about your suicide in the 
family, and that sort of thing." 

And did Horace Uveright 
try and stop it ? 

"Oh nol” Horace looks 
somewhat shocked. “No, we are 
very glad whenever a card com- 
pany finds a new occasion to is- 
sue a set of cards for. It’s the 
follow-up we try to keep an eye 
on.” 

Follow-up? 

“Well whenever you get a 


serious card for a serious oc- 
casion, you start to get varia- 
tions on it after a while. The 
conventional birthday card led 
to the satirical birthday card, 
and to the sexy birthday card, 
and the pop-up birthday card, 
and the musical birthday card, 
and the late birthday card... ” 

The late birthday card? 

“Yes, you know, when you 
have forgotten someone’s birth- 
day and you try to make 
amends by sending an ‘Oops - 
Sony I Forgot Your Birthday!’ 
card. Well, that’s fine with a 
birthday, but can you imagine 
if someone marketed an “Oops 
- Sorry I Forgpl Your Sad Sui- 
cide" card? Or a pop-up suiddc 
card ? It would lower the tone 
of the whole industry. 

Yes, but surely the lone of 


the whole industry is iow 
enough already? 

“How do you mean?” says 
Horace Liveright impassively. 

Well there are outrageously 
gay birthday cards with pictures 
of naked men, and outra- 
geously ageist cards for older 
birthdays, and highly suggestive 
pop-up cards, and— and— Hold 
on a moment, a pop-up suicide 
card? What would a pop-up sui- 
cide card look like? 

“Well, as you opened it, a 
hand might go up, pulling a 
noose. Or a hand with a gun 
might come out at you. Or... ’’ 

Wouldn’t that be in the 
mosL appalling taste? 

“Of course. It’s my job to 
make sure it doesn't happen. So 
whenever 1 come across a card 
which seems to transgress all 


rules of taste. I move heaven 
and earth to get them with- 
drawn." 

And what happens to them 
if and when they are with- 
drawn? 

“WeU, they are all pulped, all 
except the copies I keep. I 
have a iittJe collection of 
banned greetings cards. My 
Black Card Museum, I call iL 
Care to have a look?” 

And into a back room I was 
led, after the door had been un- 
locked, to see the most unset- 
tling collection of cards 1 have 
ever seen. Pop-up cards in- 
volving chain saws and sev- 
ered Limbs. Musical cards 
involving indecorous lyrics. 
Cards to be sent to a necrophil- 
iac. Cards which involved libel 
on living people (mostly Jeffrey 


Archer, it has to be said). G 
religious cards saying ihir 
about the Pope which could 
possibly be true. (Could thej 
Blasphemous cards, naugl 
3-D cards, even cards beari 
illicit cannabis seeds. .. 

“Amazing stuff, isn’t it 
said Horace Uveright, lie 
ing his tips, panting stigfr 
and his face slightly flushed, 
he closes the door to his Bla 
Card Museum. “Qui 
amazing." 

It's hard to be certain, bu 
fency that in his work dedicat 
to protecting the public fro 
the damaging effect of tastele 
cards, Mr Horace Liverig 
may have become the first m 
in history to become depraw 
and corrupted by exposure 
greeting cards. 
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War could come closer 
to home than Iraq 


RUPERT 

CORNWELL 

ON A DIVIDED 
ISLAND 


NICOSIA — Ii s not so much a wall as a no- 
man si’ ' 


Pardonably to the Greek cause. And so all is 
blocked 

Raul Denktash, the President of the 
TKNC, has vetoed any Tbridsh Cypriot par- 
ticipation in the entry negotiations, and now 
insists there will be no restart of intercom- 
munal talks for a Cypriot settlement, until his 
T urki s h Republic of Northern Cyprus is ac- 
knowledged as a party with equal status to the 
purely Greek Cypriot, Republic of Cyprus. No 
way, says the latter. But Denktasb insists on 
recognition: ‘Tf we don't put ourbacks up and 
tight for our rights then the other side will do 
us in,” he told me in bis Presidential Palace 
a few hundred yards north of the Green Line. 
By “do us in” he does not mean war. The 
Greek Cypriots realise that even with Russ- 
ian missiles and modem Russian tanks, they 
are outmatched by the Turkish troops already 
on the island, not to mention the firepower 
available on the mainland just 40 miles 
distant 

Peaceful defeat however, is another mat- 
ter, and the future as seen from northern 
Nicosia offers little cheer. The south may 



IT 
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boxes and coils of rusting barbed wire, 
populated by semi-feral cats. This is the Green 

Line, the physical barrier numrog through the Nicosia oners nme cneer. ine soum may 
heart of Europe’s last divided dty. But green boom, but only Turkey recognises the statelet 
could soon shift to red, as in red alert, For of 180,000 people over which Denktash pre- 
die “Cyprus Question” — that tangle of Gie- sides, meaning that a politically unstable ooun- 

coTbridsh rivalry and nationalism, steeped in 
history and in blood — is with us again. 

At this point, readers may already be throw- 
ing up their hands. A UN plan (or to put it 
in the curious jargon of Cyprus peacemaking, 
a “non^pJaiT complete with “non-maps”) has 
been around since 1992. It provides for a bi- 
zonal, bi-communal federation between the 
estranged Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypri- 
ot parts of the island. So it's having a rough 
ride - but what else is new? Despite the best 
efforts of the cleverest diplomats to achieve 
a settlement, Cyprus has been partitioned since 
the Greek-inspired coup and subsequent 
Turkish invasion of 1974. So why not accept 
the status quo: why try to federate commu- 
nities that cann ot abide each other? Unfor- 
tunately, the status quo is highly unstable. 

Cyprus is a mess, and a dangerous mess. 

Consider a few facts. Greece and TUrkey, 
the patron powers of the two communities, 
are snarling at each other across the Aegean. 

They cany out regular military exercises 
around Cyprus, including such confidence- 
building measures as buzzing planes carrying 
each other’s defence minister. The Turks have 
stationed 35,000 soldiers in the unrecognised 
“Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus" 

(TRNC). In response, the internationally 


sides, meaning that a politically unstable coun- 
try with a shambolic economy and a 
wheelbarrow currency is his sole commercial, 
financ ial and diplomatic outlet to the world 
In a modest pizzeria by the old harbour at 
Girne - better known as Kyrenia, where the 
T iirks (invaders or rescuers depending on 
which community you belonged to) landed in 
1974 - a million Turkish pounds, equal to £3 
sterling, buys just a beer and a sandwich. But 
Denktash has no choice but to snuggle clos- 
er, asking Ankar a for more money and plac- 
ing his men as unofficial diplomats in Tbridsh 
ftm bpssifts abroad Yet the last thing he wants 
is full political integration with the mother- 
land Northern Cyprus's per capita income 
may be a mere third that of the south. But 
it’s stffl a great deal richer than mainland 
Turkey. . 

Now it should not be beyond the wit of man 

(or more precisely the wit of Richard Hol- 
brooke, who knocked heads on Bosnia and 
is now US special envoy on Cyprus) to find 
a means of fudging the recognition issue. And 
in two weeks, when the south's election is out 
of the way, a Cyprus president with a fresh 
mandate - perhaps the incumbent Glavkos 
derides - may find it easier to make con- 
cessions. But don’t bank on it Like Ireland 
Cyprus wears history as a boulder round the 


Who will be next ball out in the 
Great Regulators* Lottery* 

... , Wr the difficulty is 



DAVID 

WALKER 

MINDING THE 
MINDERS 


ITRNC1 In response, the internationally Cyprus . 

SSSSESg §§fpSc 

has said i. will ‘^ake on^ t he nasate s. But the ' Ifs hardtop 

Cyprus ^^nimeai to a def^ ^ ^ ^communities with different lan- 

with Greece, so ary ^^sh guages and faiths, whose last memory of each 

trigger war with Greece. otter was coup, invasion, and reciprocal blood- 

On trip of this, the European Umons again. But it’s 

about to open entry n^phalions with ^ J SoSfe prt^pSd of deep- 

YVhcn the HU gave the green light m 1995, ^ 

iiseemedagoodidra-ara^ttotoM ^|^^ h 2^Sween the patron 
way or another would change the QT^^equa- nnwers. Greece and Tbikey, that could be te- 
non. Well, it's dinged i tjbut or ^ ** Rafted by a single careless spark in Cyprus. 
Turkey's own relations with the EU hav have been sparring 

plumbed new depths as a result of J a hout the Cyprus Question for nearly half a 
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A moment’s silence for Peter 
Davis, the deposed Lottery reg- 
ulator. And a mile of sympathy. 
Yes he was untelegenic, some- 
one who managed simultane- 
ously to be wooden and 
slippery, who until the very 
moment his number was up 
seemed unaware of what the 
fuss was about. Yet he was also 
a victim whose fate owes much 
to decisions taken a decade 
and a half ago by a dangerous 
constitutional radical - Mar- 
garet Thatcher. 

For it was Thatcher who, 
without reflection, created the 
new breed of regulators, large- 
ly una ccountable to either 
Whitehall or Parliament, un- 
trained, amateur, working with 
minimal job descriptions and 
without performance appraisaL 
That some of them acquired 
near folk-hero status - James 
McKnnoD for taking on British 
Gas, Bryan Carsbeig as the 


phone-user’s friend at Oftel - 
cannot detract from the ad- 
ministrative fact that huge 
amounts of discretionary pow- 
er affecting millions of house- 
holds were loaded on the 
shoulders of a diverse crew of 
quangocrars. They are not civ- 
il servants answerable to min- 
isters nor politicians in their own 
right yet they have often, in- 
consistently, behaved like both. 

There has lately been a 
breakdown in trust between 
the British people and their gov- 
ernment - and the insouciant 
creation by the Tories of these 
undemocratic hybrids must bear 
some responsibility. Mrs 
Thatcher is often credited with 
borrowing ideas from the old 
guru, Frederick von Hayek. But 
on this front, she failed com- 
pletely to register one of the 
Austrian economist's great anx- 
ieties about the modem slate - 
tha t increasing amounts of its 
work gets devolved to a class of 
official who played by rules of 
their own devising. 

The Office of the Lottery 
Regulator is a bureaucratic 
copy of Oftel, the Office of Tfele- 
coms Regulation- Needing a 
figleaf for the public interest af- 
ter the privatisation of British 
Tblecoms, Mrs Thatcher re- 
buffed her ideologjcally-pure 
economic advisers and an- 
nounced that Oftel was to have 
extra but vaguely specified pow- 
ers to promote competition. 
Space was inadvertently creat- 
ed for Bryan Carsberg spectac- 
ularly to play to the consumers’ 
gallery -even though by law he 
had as much obligation to BTs 
shareholders as to BTs cus- 


tonieis. After Oftel, tatwitot 

rigorous review, similar offices 
were created for the privatised 
gas, electricity and water in- 
dustries (though not, mconsts- 
rently. for airports), to toe 

nineties, the same formula was. 
used for rail franchising and reg- 
ulation and, since 1994, the 
National Lottery. 

There were other choices — 
like the American way of reg- 
ulation, through open hearings 
(in which lawyers, needless to 
say, are heavily involved). But 
the Tories preferred the “good 
chaps” approach. If ministers 

could stand up and say with thar 

hands on their hearts that John 

Swift (at Ofrafl) was a Queen s 

Counsel and agent, hence com- 
pletely above the railways fray, 
it absolved them from blame. 

But who then asks how well 
Mr Swift (his contract is up for 
renewal in December) ^ per- 
forming or even wtet criteria he 

should be working with? Is 
public visibility part of his dur 
ties? How often, for example* do 

weseehimondieIS5neOTfock 

News berating Rail track? Just 
io make his life more .compli- 
cated, the job of berating 

Richard Branson for failing to 

ensure Virgin trains run on 
rime belongs to Ofraf (Office of 
Passenger Rail Franchising, 
headed buy the even more ob- 
scure John O’Brien). 

Not that Mr O’Brien will an- 
swer the phone when com- 
muters complain that the 07.45 
from New Street is an hour late. 
No. That, it turns out, is some- 
body else’s job. 

The point is not whether or 
not individual regulators do a 


.nod job; the difficulty is thea 

itejoblbf* are supposed to do. 

overcame 



an iniuiu mi. 

at her effortless transition from 
a managing a small computer 
software company (was this rel- 
evant experience?) to make a 
fist of breaking up British Gas 

wo 


summer by Trade 
Margaret Beckett. As for the 

Department of Environment. 



S because he had written 

the pricing formulae he w^aip- 
nosed to be Implementing) 
found themselves increasingly 
anachronistic. The industry has 
changed under their feet as gas 
suppliers have become elec- 
tricity providers and vice versa 
- and meanwhile everyone who 
owns a conduit into households 
fancy themselves as the earners 
of communications. 

To call the utility regulators 
amateurish and their appoint- 
ment procedures a game of 

chance would be crueL but not 

too far from the truth. At wa- 
ter, Ian Byatt - now aged over 
65 but apparently still to con- 
tinue until the year 2000 - was 
previously a dvil servant in the 
TTeasury,a department not well 
known for its specialist knowl- 
edge ofsewerage and water 
pipes. Might he be the next ball 
to fall from the drum in the 
Great Regulators’ Lottery? 

Unsurprisingly Labour came 

to power last year promising to 
take alook at the regulatory em- 
pire created by the Tories. Yet 
we still have not seen the green 
paper that was supposed to 
follow the review of energy and 


promises a white pap« 

year which might recommend a 
strategic rail authority. But 
where is the central database 
that allows the relative perfor- 
mances of these men and 
women to be compared and 
contrasted? What we see here is 
another example of the frag- 
mented nature of British 


government . 

Jobs are vacant Chris bnuth 
needs to appoint a succ ‘~*° r , to 
Peter Davis; the job at Oftel is 
pending now that Don Cruidc- 
sbank is off to help combat toe 
dreaded Millennium bug. But it 
won’t be enough for Labour to 
chop and change among per- 
sonalities. More important is 
giving this game some hard 
nnrl fast rules. 

A few years ago it became 
fashionable to talk about the 
“regulatory state", to it gov- 
ernments would step back, hold 

the ring, let business get on with 

iUn reality, the Tories took 
fright at such a minimalist ap- 
proach; they botched their own 

*°*Now it's Labour’s turn. To re- 
alise its plans, regulators wfll 
need to be a lot more en ergetic 
-and more interventionist than 
ever. Surely that has to mean 
dispensing with the pretence 
that the regulators are free-float- 
ing independents. They need to 
be subjected — in ways Peter 
Davis evidently was not - w 
dear and accountable political 
control. 


My barmy relations ... and that photograph of the naked Kate Moss 

' __ ‘ blurred images of empire, just remember this. lartv raneerine-huei 


JOHN 

WALSH 


Years ago, before I 
became the soignd 



ft 


commentator you see before 
you, I used to write for a 
gossip column in a London 
paper. One of the traditions 
of the gossip’s afternoon was 
what became known as the 
Shop Your Granny Hour - 
namely, the hour before the 
deadline when, desperate for 
some shocking revelations 
with which to shin the reader, 
one would reveal without a 
qualm some gross 
indiscretion about a close 

relative, no matter what the 

cost to one’s morals or one s 
chances of receiving a legacy. 

Of course, shopping your 
granny was the purest 
hyperbole, since none of our 

andeut ancestors did . ^ 

anything remotely interesting 

-few of them went to 

fashionable nightclubs on the 
ann of Rufus SewelL and 

hardly any of toem bad 
affairs with the Foreign 
Secretary. It was just a figure 

of^eecb. But now of course 

?s1ot serious. For the past 
^weete-arepeUent 

Xrtisementtesbeen heard 

on commercial radio, 

S^PS y00, ° 

bring out your barmy ■ 

relations. 

-Memory loss' 

Confusion? 

^^fjutnotmud.). 

^^notpntfteirname 

S£ssi” 


must be over 50 to take 

part ..." . _ . 

Am I alone in finding this 
approach a little insensitive? ^ 
“Candidates must be over ... 
is a formulation usually 
employed when telling 
members of the public bow to 
get on to Blind Date, not how 
to become guinea pigs in 
some rebarbative clinical 

inspection. The detafl about 

being “remunerated” may 
sound inoffensive, but it 
introduces a note of 

commercialisation that is 

nothing short of shocking- 

Why don’t they just come 

clean and say; “ Cash prizes for 
befuddled relatives. Is your 
grandma going mad ? Is your 

old nan in the throes of 
Alzheimer's? Then turn her 
befogged state into hard cash. 

Why not bung her round here 

to our draughty rooms, leave 
her to our lender mercies for a 
few hours and pick up 

£££..”? t . 
Incensed, I rang toe 
number they gave, spokefoa 

kindly Irish lady and said I 

was concerned about a“l°^ d 
one" - her forgetfulness, her 
conversational breakdowns, 


conversational 

her insipid diet, her lack of 
interest in toe fortunes 

Tranmere Rovers, etc. The 
woman asked for my number 
and said “a doctor or nurse 
would ring me bat*. A Iftety 
story. There 1 sat through the 
long afternoon, 
the phone to ring, as toe light 
fede. ThwIJj- 

^Teadgradu.ailydea^of 

urgent journalistic thoughts, 

replaced by snatches of 

old songs, faded sepia 


memories, blurred images of 
faces I once knew ... Oh, for 
God’s sake. I pulled myself 
together and exasperatedly 
rang the number a second 
time. “Yes?” asked a voice. 

“Tm ringing about a Loved 
One. My name is Wal ..." 
“You’ve already rung us," 
said the Irish lady with a hint 
of asperity. “You're not 
suffering from memory loss, 
are you?” 

I don’t care what a few 
million ignorant Yanks think. 
The Duchess of York is fine 
by me. I for one have no 
intention of giving up reading 
her Diary, as syndicated in a 
(regrettably dwindling) 
number of north American 
papers. Anyone who fails to 
be riveted by the news that 
young Beatrice (or is it 
Eugenie?) is in toe habit of 
wiling and eating insects, and 
is therefore about to turn into 
Jeffrey Dahmer, has no nose 
for important news. Anyone 
who doesn’t warm to the 
Duchess’s instinctive 
clutching at the wrong word 
(Upper Silesia is “a modern 
facsimile of hell"; “I am 

dealing with my debts in a 

respectful way,” she told 
critics - should that be 

“respectable”?; “The stone 

walls of Buckingham Palace 
are mortared in mystique - 
should that be “brick walls”? 
Come to think of it, should 
that be “Mustique”?) must 
themselves have a heart of 
stone. But amid all the 
carping over her gradual 
transformation into a one- 
woman merchandising 


empire, just remember this. 
According to the marketing 
manager of the New York 
Times (who signed the 
synch cation contract with 

her), she is “a mythic figure 
whose words are greatly 
anticipated among newspaper 
readers in the Persian Gulf” . 

imagin e. Just as Mrs 
Albright is darting round the 
Middle East, coordinating 
support for colossal air 
strikes, just as half of Kuwait 
is poised to migrate en masse 
to Saudi Arabia, just as you 
think the whole Iraqi 
population would be scanning 
the foreign pages with mild 
trepidation, what are they all 
secretly reading? “We believe 
in each other, Andrew and I. 
Isn’t that what friendship is 
all about?” 


Have you got a copy of 
last week’s Independent 
Saturday Magazine handy? 
You'll need it for this story. 
The phone rang on Tuesday 
in toe ISM offices (which are, 
as you can imagine, hugely 
palatial and awe-inspiring, 
somewhere between toe 
Pentagon and the Hanging 
Gardens of Babylon). “It*s 
about the feature on Yves St 
Laurent," said a male voice, 
with that sligh t quaver of 
lubriciousness that betokens 
the smut connoisseur. Oh yes, 
said the Deputy Editor, 
wearily, a fine piece of 
writing ...“It’s about toe 
photographs,” said toe voice. 
Mm-hmm, said the Deputy 
Editor. He’d been expecting 
a few calls. Even to 1998, you 
cannot publish pictures of 


gratuitously naked, and 
spectacularly tangerine-hued 
breasts (which may or may 
not be Kate Moss's) without 
attracting a few, as it were, 
knockers. “1 refer you to the 
photograph on page 35," 
continued the voice, “as I ^ 
have a special interest in it" . 

As readers may recall page 
35 featured a curious mise- 
en-scene of a nervous-looking 
football hooligan in a beige 
raincoat, standing beside a 
white sofa and failing to 
notice a young woman 
standing in front of him clad 
only in pink stiletto sandals. 

“If you’re wondering 
about the naked woman,” 
said the Deputy Editor pre- 
emptively, “I don’t actually 
think it is Kate Moss". 

“I wasn't ringing about tfaaL” 

“If it’s a copyright 
matter,” said the Deputy 
Editor, “HI have to refer you 
to St Laurent’s Paris office". ^ 

“I wasn’t ringing about that.” 
“If you’re inquiring about the 
pink stilettos," said toe 
Deputy Editor, “they’re 
£195 ...” 

“Actually, it’s the electrical 
fittings and the blue cables,” 
said the voice. “You can just 
see toem at the extreme 
edges of the shot" The 
Deputy Editor removed the 
phone from his ear and 

looked at it for a few 

minutes. “I work for toe 
company that makes them," 
the voice continued 
relentlessly. “And I just 
wondered if I could have a 
copy of the picture for my . 
files”. He giggled. “You must 
think I’m a real pervert ..." 
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Dalgety shares soar 
as Nestle pays £7l5m 
for pet-food arm 


Dalgety, the troubled 
foods group, yesterday 
took the City by surprise 
with the sale of its 
Spiders pet-food 
business to Nestte for 
£7l5m» in a dramatic 
strategic U-tum. Andrew 
Yates reports that 
Daigety's shares soared 
as the market looked 
forward to the return of 
£650m to shareholders. 


The sale of the Winalot and 
Felix pet-foods business to 
Nestlg of Switzerland delighted 
the market and the shares leapt 
49-5p to 343p. 

The decision marks the end 
of the group's 19-year battle 
against the Mars-owned Pedi- 
gree pet-foods and the rever- 
sal of the plan by Richard 
Clothier, the group's previous 
chief executive, who had hoped 
to create a powerful player in 
the highly competitive Euro- 
pean pet-food market. 

The company claimed the 
sale followed an -‘irresistible" of- 
fer from Nestle. “We’ve got to- 
morrow's price today," Ken 
Hanna, the chief executive, said. 

Dalgety is now preparing to 
payout £650m to long-suffering 
shareholders because of the 


pet-food windfall. It also 
achieved a much higher price 
for Martin Brower, the US 
distribution business that sup- 
plies McDonald’s, which was 
sold to Reyes, a private Amer- 
ican group, for £120m. 

The Latest sales mean that 
Dalgety has raised £lJ2bn from 
disposals in the last few months. 
The deals follow hot on the 
heels of the £360m sale of its 
ingredients business to Kerry, 
the Irish food group. 

Mr Clothier expressed sad- 
ness at the break-up of the busi- 
ness yesterday. “After it sold its 
Australian operations Dalgety 
was always looking fora reason 
to exist,” he said. “We got dose.” 

Mr Gothier, who resigned 
from Dalgety last year after the 
group issued two profits warn- 
ings in two months. Justified his 
decision to buy the Quaker pet- 
foods business. “Without it, 
the Spillers business would 
have been a distant third in 
European pet-foods. ” 

But he said the management 
had achieved a good price for 
the pet-foods operation, in 
which Dalgety invested more 
than £100m in the three years 
since the acquisition. 

The sale could threaten the 
jobs of the 1,500 workers em- 
ployed by Spillers in the UK. 
However, Dalgety, which re- 
cently laid off 600 staff at the 
business, believes Nestte is not 


Budget to focus 
on welfare to 
work reforms 


Next month’s Budget 
will focus on making 
work pay for low earners 
and on closing tax 
loopholes for the well- 
off. But demands for 
additional government 
spending will not be 
satisfied. Diane Coyle, 
Economics Editor, and 
Andrew Verity report. 


Additional welfare-to-work 
measures will form the centre- 
piece of next month's Budget, 
including changes to national 
insurance and ihe introduction 
of a tax credit for low-paid 
families. 

At Lhe same time the Bud- 
get will crack down firmly on tax 
loopholes currently exploited by 
both companies and wealthy in- 
dividuals. Geoffrey Robinson, 
the Treasury minister at the cen- 
tre of controversy about his own 
offshore tux arrangements, is 
expected to be moved to an- 
other job after the Budget. 

Alongside the Budget's em- 
phasis on welfare reform, Gor- 
don Brown, the Chancellor, 
will affirm his determination to 
stick to tough spending plans. 
A plea by the Trade Unions 
Congress (TUC) this morning 
for an extra £3 Jbn of expen- 
diture on increased benefits and 
priority spending areas such as 
health and education is likely to 
fall largely on deaf ears. 

Yesterday Martin Taylor, 
chairman of the Government- 
appointed task force on reform- 
ing the tax and benefit systems, 
said he would be recommend- 
ing a variant of the American 
system which is designed to re- 
inforce the work ethic by chan- 


planning further redundancies. 

CSty observers believe the 
deal could be held up for. 
months due to dexse scrutiny by 
the competition authorities. 
Nestl£, which sells pet-food 
brands such as Gourmet, will 
control more than a quarter 
£5bn European pet-foods busi- 
ness. It wfll also sell about one 
in every three tins of pet-food 
sold in the UK Analysts believe 
that it could be forced to sell sev- 
eral brands but the deal is un- 
likely to be blocked completely. 
Its market share wLD still be well 
short of Macs, which sells two- 
fifths of all pet-food in Europe. 

If the deal goes ahead, 
shareholders will receive £250m 
by June, with the balance of 
£400m in the following year. 

Dalgety has now sold three 
of its five main divisions in an 
effort to reduce debts and 
shore up its balance sheet. 

It is left with PIC, the wodcTs 
leading pig breeding business, 
which it intends to grow rapid- 
ly. However, it is still lumbered 
with a troubled agricultural 
supplies division which has 
been hit by the slump in the de- 
mand for cattle feed brought on 
by the BSE crisis. The group has 
been forced to write down the 
value of the business by a half 
to £60m and analysts believe it 
will be sold as soon as profits 
show signs of improvement. 

Investment column, page 22 
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Clark 
fails to 
find a 
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Expansion plans: Dalgety now plans to focus on PIC, the world’s leading pig breeding business 


DALGETY-S DEALS 


1994: Sells off some of its. US food 
distribution operations for 
- £86m, acquires Spanish 
petfoods business 
1995: Buys Spillers petfoods from 
Quaker Oats for £442 m. Sells a 
number of consumer food 
brands including Golden 
Wonder crisps and Homepride 


cooking sauces in a £300m deal 
1998: January - sells its food 

ingredients business to Ireland's 
Kerry Group for £36 Om; 
February - disposes of pet 
foods division, including 
Spillers, to Nestle for £715m; 
sells US distribution business 
Martm-Brower to Reyes 


■Holdings for' £A jKOnm "'pihoirnfisSfes^. 

... ... .to return £65Qm to ■ •• i • v: • 'J- 

shareholders : ■ - 1 7 ■ ■ , . ; '• :> : 

Future: an agrioiftaraFfeed business, 
. . wfocfi wili probably be sold,- tbe 
Fig Improvement Company/ 
wtudisuppRes'g^eticaiUy 11 
improved breeding stock to pig 
’ • producers. ;. , 


Matthew Clark, the trouble; 
cider company that includes 
Diamond White and Dry Blade 
thorn, has foiled to attract ; 
buyer despite an attempt to en 
courage takeover interest The 
news raises doubts about the 
group’s future, according U 
CSty sources. 

Several drinks groups are be 
lieved to have run a slide rule 
over Matthew Gaik after beinj 
encouraged to make an ap 
p roach. HP Buhner, the UK*: j jl. 
leading cider maker ant 
Matthew Dark’s main rival, h 
understood to have had a sen 
ous look at the business, despfc 
potential concerns from com 
petition authorities- that a dea 
would give it a monopoly ove; 
the cider market. 

However, Buhner is under] 
stood to have been reluctant tej 
launch a bid asitdid not se&tbd 
merit in adding new brands tej 
_ its extensive poflf^iojyrhichaid 
dudes Strongbow mid Wood- 
pecker. It also had jd6ncfcn$ 
about Matthew amk’sTradine 
prospects. The group is stflJ los- 
ing market share to Buhner. 

Pernod- Ricard, the. French 



•,.,U’ TL0C 


making an offefrBut tt too has 
ruled out an offer according to ^ 
industry sources. . . 

Matthew-GLarkJiakbeen hit 
by the dump ip, the cider mart 



Services boom could tip knife-edge rate decision 


nelling top-up income to the 
low paid through pay packets. 

But he indicated that the 
Budget would not simply copy 
the US system, which relies en- 
tirely on a tax rebate without 
any benefit payment such as 
Britain's existing family Credit 
There had been real concern 
that replacing Family Gredit en- 
tirely with a tax credit would 
lake money away from women 
and children and put it into 
men’s pay packets. 

Mr Thylor told the House of 
Commons' social security com- 
mittee ibal his task force did not 
regard a “big bang" integration 
of tax and benefits as necessary 
or desirable. He argued that a 
tax credit could have “impor- 
tant psychological effects on the 
way people feel about work". 

The full report of the task 
force, due to be published 
around the same time as the 
Budget, is expected to be re- 
flected in the measures an- 
nounced by the Chancellor. 

Mr Taylor also told the com- 
mittee his group regarded the 
introduction of an income tax 
starting rate of lOp in the 
pound “almost as a given ”, as 
it had been a long-term Labour 
manifesto commitment. 

However, the Chancellor's 
determination to keep govern- 
ment borrowing on a downward 
path means the TUC's propos- 
als for billions in extra spend- 
ing are unlikely to be accepted. 

The TUC argued that most 
of this could be financed by 
spending the £L8bn remaining 
in the contingency reserve for 
2998/99, but it would be very un- 
usual - and considered most im- 
prudent by the Treasury - to 
allocate all of the reserve at the 
start of the financial year. 

Outlook, page 21 


There was new evidence 
yesterday that service 
industries are still 
booming. It came as the 
Bank of England’s 
Monetary Policy 
Committee started 
wrestling with the 
question of whether to 
raise interest rates this 
week. Diane Coyle, 
Economics Editor, 
reports on the knife- 
edge decision. 


The vast majority of City 
pundits expect the MPC to 
cheer home-buyers by leaving 
the cost of borrowing 
unchanged at 7.25 per cent to- 
day. But the closeness of the call 
was highlighted by a new survey 


suggesting that activity in the 
service industries, which make 
tip two-thirds of the economy, 
grew even faster in January. 

The Chartered Institute of 
Purchasing and Supply, which 
surveys purchasing managers 
each month, reported a rise in 
its activity index from 57.6 in 
December to 58.6 in January. 
This reflected very strong em- 
ployment growth, which al- 
lowed companies to expand 
capacity and cut down on their 
backlog of work. 

The report commented: 
“Increased demand for suit- 
able staff again led to a further 
rise in wages and salaries in 
January.” 

Peter Thomson, director gen- 
eral, added: “There are no sig- 
nificant signs of growth slowing." 

However, business optimism 
did decline during the month, 
falling to the lowest level since 


the survey began 19 months ago. 

In addition, stiff competition 
meant that only 8 per cent of (he 
companies surveyed were able 
to increase the prices they 
charged customers. “The out- 
look for inflation is belter than 
it was last year,” Mr Thomson 
said. In addition, the rate at 
which new business grew slowed 
down compared to December. 

The results of the survey - 
which is relatively new and 
untested but is also one of the 
few available indicators of what 
is going on in services as op- 
posed to manufacturing - left 
analysts divided about how fast 
the economy will slow this year. 
Par the contrast between service 
industries enjoying boom con- 
ditions and manufacturing flirt- 
ing with outright recession 
could scarcely be greater. 

David Hillier at Barclays 
Capital said the MFC should 


raise rates this week as an in- 
surance polity against the re- 
maining inflationary dangers. 
“One more rise would send a 
dear message to employers and 
employees at a vital time in the i 
pay round that earnings growth 
wffl not be allowed to threaten 
the inflation target,” he said. 

But Simon Briscoe at Nikko 
Europe disagreed. “Irwould be 
wise for the MPC to refrain 
from tightening policy until 
there are stronger and more 
convincing signs of rising price 
pressures;” be said. 

Hopes that the Bank of Eng- 
land wifl choose this course were 
boasted by the expectation yes- 
terday that neither America's 
Federal Reserve Board nor 
Germany's Bundesbank would 
increase rheir interest rates. 

The Fed lived up to this hope 
by announcing no change after 
the financi al markets had closed 


in London yesterday, and part- 
way through the MPC’s two-day 
deliberation. The Bundesbank 
Council meets this morning. 

Central bankers in the lead- 
ing-advanced economies arc 
sensitive to the potential impact 
of the Asian crisis, and the Fed 
in particular is expected hot to 
increase US interest rates until 
the economic spillovers are 
clearer and the financial xnar T 
kets in the Far East have sta- 
bilised. 

Officials from European and 
Asian countries meeting in 
London to prepare for the 
summit of EU and APEC min- 
isters in early April are likely to 
issue a statement on their as 1 
sessment of the crisis today. Asia 
will also be Lhe main item on. the 
agenda when finance ministers 
and central bank governors 
from the G7 countries meet in 
London later this month. 


of alternative drinks such 
alcopops. - V : ' • ' K 

• It hasiafrnchted-a flOmra* 
verjasingtampaigudesigned ts 
reverse falling sales afjtsmaiij 
brands but so far the' results 
have been very disappointing? 

Matthew Darks pioblSnri 
came to a head tastUccember 
when it reseated 

group abow^nedfall^dar-^L 
its would fall t^lovv expectation^ 
due to i pbdf' v pre*ChrisfitM 
trading. Ttefiguresproiiptedafi 
outcry from .some ipstitu&mat 
shareholders who.£aUed,foy 
Peter A^ehs, the group's chief 
executive, to Step ddwh. 

Matthew Oa^s^jutpjici 
has plummeted from a high as 
801p in 1996 to 1665p, valuing 
the group at just £L47m. ?. 

: Cider makers’ troubles have 
raised the prospect of further 
consdidationinthesector.Last 
year Merry down, the. Sussex 
cider maker, announced that it 
wasmtakedvertalkSi 

-Andrew Totes 
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Buffett caught up 
in silver price row 


Warren Buffett, arguably the 
world's most famous investor, 
was plunged into controversy 
last night after it emerged that 
a commodity trader which is 
fighting allegations of manipu- 
lation of the silver market 
brokered deals for the US 
billionaire. 

Silver prices yesterday hit a 
10- year high yesterday after Mr 
Buffett revealed be held 20 
per cent of the world's annual 
silver supply. The surprise an- 
nouncement sparked copy car 
buying across the globe. 

Mr Buffett added that his 
purchases had been sourced 
through a single brokerage. But 
it was only last night that Piubro, 
the commodity trading arm of 
Salomon Smith Barney, admit- 
ted it was the broker in question. 


Last month. Lovell & 
Stewart, the law firm, filed a 
class action lawsuit against Phi- 
bro, alleging the company bad 
manipulated prices in the silver 
market. The allegations are 
denied by the company, and the 
New York Mercantile Exchange 
said there was “absolutely no 
basis" for the daims. 

Silver prices have risen by 65 
per cent since Berkshire Hath- 
away, Mr Buffett's company, 
began buying silver since last 
summer. In London yesterday, 
silver was trading at around $7 
an ounce (£4.40), valuing Mr 
Buffett’s holding at S9I0m. 

Dubbed the “Oracle of 
Omaha”, Mr Buffett has gained 
an almost legendary status 
among small investors. 

However, analysts warned 





Atlantic Gas sells customer ; 
list to Northern Electric ^ 




Warren Buffett Sparked a 
rise in silver to 10-year high 


that further increases in the sil- 
ver price could trigger a price 
collapse, with the sale of sub- 
stantial off-market silver hold- 
ings. WHctor Bielski of Deutsche 
Morgan Grenfell reckons 70 per 
cent of the world’s silver supply 
could be held off-market. The 
Bank of England yesterday said 
it was monitoring the situation. 

- Leo Paterson 
Outlook, page 21 


Atlantic Gas. the controversial 
company which charged people 
a £30 up-front fee to guarantee 
the cheapest fuel deal, has sold 
its database of 40,000 customers 
to Northern Electric. 

In a deal revealed last night, 
Atlantic has also become a gas 
marketing agent for Northern 
Electric, although the Man- 
chester-based company's 
doorstep sales force has 
stopped charging people in ad- 
vance. 

Tim Mulcaby, a 36-year-old 
who brought over the Atlantic 
concept from Canada, said 
Northern Electric had paid 
“less than £lm” for the cus- 
tomers. 

The 40,000 households will 
get their up-front payments 
back in the shape of a rebate, 


but only if they stay with 
Northern Electric for a year. 

Atlantic was investigated by 
Ofgas, the industry watchdog, 
but rbe company did not 
operate as a licensed supplier 
and no direct action was taken. 

Olgas subsequently changed 
the regime so that existing gas 
companies could not take over 
new Atlantic customers who had 
paid a fee in advance, though 
Lhe new rules did not apply to 
existing customers. 

Mr Mulcahy yesterday in- 
sisted that Atlantic had not 
profited from the venture, al- 
though the company is believed 
to have raised about £lm 
through customer payments. 

“We’re making a loss out of 
this," he said. “I haven’t taken 
a penny out and there have been 


no profits, for shareholders.”-^ 
Northern Electric admitted 
Atlantic had .caused contrdF 
verey, but said it was “willing to 
come in to deal with a difficult 
situation.” .. . 

An Ofgas spokesman said! 
“Our concern was that people 
who signed up would get their 
money back and it doesap|#»r 
that this will happen.” : , . -i 
However Neil Lariiberti 
commercial director of rival 
supplier Calortex, said he had 
also been approached 
Atlantic and had thrown thel 
fer document in the bin. - 
■ “They were taking' advanta^ 
of the most vulnerable cus-fc? 
tamers. They didn’t need to. pay 
£30 to find the cheapest ga$7 
he said. \ ; - 

- Chris Godstnork 
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Sage of Omaha gets a bit of the Bunker ™ ^ 

° W bgjng cme, but not many- ^nsirae time this spnng^^ 
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OUTLOOK 


Buffett makes an unlikely Nelson 
Bunker Hunt, the last man who tried to cor- 
ner the silver market. Even so, the Sage of 
Obmaha’s disclosure that he hasamassed20 
per cent of the world's supplies of the On- 
derails metal HaH a predictably electrifying 
effect yesterday. The London silver price fix 
was set at its highest levd in nearly a decade 
after shooting through $7 an ounce on the 
bade of overnight Rir East trading. As sure 
as night follows day, copycat buyers will be 
lured mtn the marke t op thffhtasis ihat what*s 

good for Berkshire Hathaway must be good 
for them. 

Tbe Buffett explanaricn of this $550mbuy- 
ing spree is as homespun as his investment 
philosophy. Demand for silver is oul of kil- 
ter with supply and therefore the best way to 
rectify this imbalance is to gel die silver price 
up. Berkshire Hathaway has certainly 
achieved that, helped by die abseil ofbo^ 
ersnme riiyfo sprerecpiTT' *™^*- Since it stert- 

ed buying last Jufy, the price has risen from 
$430 a troy ounoe to a dose of $7.05 yester- 
day. Mr Buffett is now sitting on just short of 
130m ounces of the stuff. 

The finge r of suspicion for the price rise 
was already pointing at the New York trad- 
ing firm Phibro, an arm of Travelers Group, 
the financial services riant in whidi Mr Buf- 


ket - the equivalent of two years’ demand - 

and stashingitma warehouse m Wilmingion. 

The tactic worked, driving the price up 
to tom $7 to $50, until Comes stepped in 
to place limits on the amount that could be 
delivered in any month. The bubble burst, 
the price collapsed and tbe Hunts were 
banned from trading on US commodity ex- 
changes after selling off all their racehors- 
es to pay a $10 fine. 

Beitahire Hathaway’s exposure is tiny by 
nwomtino in than 2 dot cent 




nously volatile. iroaucaon«»“> 

He, since 75 per cent of mined silver fa the 
byproduct in the mining of other metals, such 
asgokL With the gold price at an 18-yearlw, 
a surge in supply looks unlikefy. 

But ckmand Knot that buoyant either. Tbe 

Indians, wbo account for 15 per cent of world 

cxffKumpticia, have left the market almost en- 
tirely and may be about to start selling what 
silver they have for gold now that the wed- 
ding season is on the horizon- Mr Buffett is 
not known for picking losens. But those who 
are tempted to fbOow his example should bear 
in mind that the laws of price elasticity sug- 

j — ~u.li mi) that when the 



leu aisu nas a mge puM uuu. u. uaicjpii w 

Phibro was dealing on Mr Buffett’s behalf. 
fi w Hwr i one with th«» HrtraordinaiV QL- 



ei vvumimnciuciinuuLiuubiau. 

grossly misleading, however. Together the 
Hunts set out to manipulate the market de- 
liberately, buying more than one billion 
ounces of silver on tbe New York Coma mar- 


correction comes, it is likely to be violent 

No halfway house 
for Brown’s benefit 


Strange but true. Princess Margaret would 
once have qualified for lone family ben- 

^ ^ efit. David Blunkett could have claimed 

Shareholders grill Granada 
over directors’ payments 

f 

Gerry Robinson, the 
Granada chairman, was 
given a bumpy ride 
yesterday by 
shareholders angry with 
the board’s acceptance 
of controversial 
payments in return for 
shorter contracts. 

Although the 
■’ company secured - 

victory in all resolutions, 

institutional Investors 
said its reputation had 
r been tarnished. 

Nigel Cope, City 
Correspondent, reports 
^on a corporate 
- governance row. 

Shareholders attacked the 

board for allowing five directors 

to receive combined payments 

KL— — - =- 


life time income support from the state 
on account of his blindness. Why even 
Gordon Brown, the chancellor, who ■ 
blind in one eye as a result of " 
ridcoL would qualify for some form otben- 
efit if he chose to register bis AsabDiqf- 
Tbe feet that none of these three have tak- 
en tbeir entitlement doesn't mean that oth- 
ers in similar circumstances don t 
The social security budget is tbe largest 
part of Government spending accounting 

fbr more than 30 per cent of the total ; de- 
spite falling unemployment, it continues 
to grow like topsy in cash terms, lone par- 
ent benefit, sick and disability pay being 
the fastest growing dements. Total spena- 
ing on unemployment may be on the wane, 
but there are pockets which remain im- 
mune to the upswing in the economy, 

Britain, the percentage of households 
where nobody worts, at one in five, b high- 
er than almost any other developed coun- 
try in the world, including Germany and 
France, where general levels of unem- 
ployment are much worse. 

Getting these people off benefit and 
back to work is Labour's big challenge- 
Gordon Brown is determined to tackle it 
head on in his first full scale Budget next 
month. Obviously it can’t aU be done m 
one go and in any case, one key element 
of Labour’s approach to the problem » 
implementation of the minimum wage, 
which is still some distance off. All the 
same, we can expert a whole raft of tax 
and benefit reforms which push strongly 
towards this holy grail of social and eco- 
nomic policy objectives. There are stfll 
some sacred cows left, a bade state pen- 


sion for all being V^J^ijSrad- 
ministrations has beea to 5^ incjrease 
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use ahead of ^^^ rfsodalwd- 

[are is something else. .On ^ent 

why talaSb^- 

and is pushing l T T^ e reTvirwalfy no 
get is that m the US > ^ toliw, 

welfare provision at ^ way 

Labour wants to go? Obvw ^ 
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gle to find them. 

Keep politicians 
hands off lottery 


ing “ pal ’^ e ! 

Removing the *? - Png po- 
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serous to interfere wire m ^ 
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Government resembling this 

Furthermore: anything ^as 


elected ana inv»u uL '“ i 
pet projects and desires) 

confidence of the capital marke^m 

vestment would fell or becomemorec^ 

fy, and ominfrastructre would be damaged 

"“^Sf^'eans mate vtflir, xegalahon 
more accountable, transparent and open 

r^aUeage. but for heaven’s sate don t 

give it back to the politicians. 


Chrysalis is outbid by rivals In battle for Melody to* 



The auction for Melody Radio 
has turned into a two-horse 
race between Scottish Radio 
and Emap. Chrysalis, the 
media programmer chaired 
by entrepreneur Chris Wright, 
has lost out in the battle for 
tbe easy listening station. 

Chrysalis has been outbid 
by its two competitors, ac- 
cording to industry sources. 
“Chrysalis have privately ac- 
cepted they are unlikely to get 
Melody as the price has gone 
too high,” said one City 
observer. 

Melody has attracted wide- 
spread interest from a host of 


radio operators since being 
put up for sale by Hanson, the 
building products group- 
However, the bidding wax 
has pushed the price sky high 
and has left just two compa- 
nies in the hunt. GWR, the 


putting the final figure over 
£3ftn!chiysalis is believed 1 to 
have put in an aggressive bid 
for the radio station, bat even 
that has turned out to be too 
low to capture Melody. 

“Whoever buys Melody 
mes in me uuu*. have to pay through the 

west of England pPfJjT nose " said one media analyst 
tor, also pulled out of the bid- ™se-J w 

j: “ *- atatl0n last y (^lis is keen to ex- 
pand its radio business and is 
also in the running for the 
huge radio franchise in the 
North-west which is due to be 
awarded in the next few days. 

However, it faces stiff 
competition from most of tbe 


lUi. oww . 

ding for the station last 
month. 

Melody was originally pre- 
dicted to fetch around £20m, 
but those expectations soon 
escalated to £25m. . 

Analysts now believe that 
the final price tag could rise 
even higher, with some 


bie players in the industry in 
its bid for the licence, which 

is the biggest outside London. 

Hanson received three firm 
bids Iasi week from Emap 

and Scottish Radio last week. 

It is expected to announce the 
buyer within the next two 

weeks. , 

The high price on oner ror 
Melody has surprised industry 
followers. Its mainly older lis- 
teners are less attractive to ad- 
vertisers. 

Analysts estimate that the 
business has annual revenues 
of just £5m. 

-Andrew Yates 
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from three years to two. 

- Investors queued up to 
launch stinging criticisms of 

thepaymoits,wifiioneckanand- 

ing that they either be returned 
or donated to charity. Another 



* Investors also lambasted 
foe board for awarding them- 
selves large pay increases while 
pav for Granada workers had 
leased by 1- * P--£ 


They were respui*—^ ~ — 

bv a broadcasting trade union 
which had issued campaigning 
leaflets outside the auditorium 

-VSEST-eS 

persuasive mixture of wit and 
diplomacy. And there was one 


apology. “The thing I am vey 
Sony about is that we have end- 
ed up with a lot of shareholders 
that feel strongly about it. lam 
genuinely sorry about thaL 
However, he refused to say 

if he would return the payments 

or donate them to chanty. 

“Thai is a personal matter, he 

said. . 

He also refused to say the 

payments were wrong or un- 
deserved But he- did admit that 

he would not have accepted the 

payments had he known the 
fuss they were going to cause. 

He launched an attack on 
Piie, the corporate governance 
consultancy which has been 
strongly critical of the pay- 
ment “One of the conse- 


quences of this furore is that it 
drives people to be dishonest- 
We could have issued a special 
bonus or increased the salaries 
and not had a single question. 

decided to be honest and we 
have been pilloried for it. I think 
it will drive companies to han- 
dle it in an underhand way. 

However, the company se- 
cured victory in the main res- 
olution that had aroused 
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to re-elect John Ashworth, a 
non-executive director who srts 
on the remuneration commit- 
tee which agreed the payments. 
The result was 302 million 
votes in favour, S3 million 
against, with 50-8 million ab- 
stentions. 


Some City institutions re- 
mained unhappy with the affair. 
“There was dearly a misjudge- 
ment. And the question still re- 
mains. Why do ycu need to pay 

hard cash for something that 
may never happen?” one said. 

Granada also issued a trad- 
ing statement yesterday. It said 
the pattern of improvement 
seen in 1997 had continued in 
the first quarter of the new 
financial year. 

Media and advertising rev- 
enue had grown strongly “and 
will improve more strongly 
during 1998” as the benefits of 
the combined s ellin g in the 

Granada/Yorkshire-Tyne Tees 

and Border TV regions became 

more apparent 
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Rover tells suppliers to be 

ready to deal in euros 

f 

Rover, the car 
its 350 biggest suppliers y 
terday they would have to be 

enable of doing business wtb 

bv the time the * nt *forathirdoiKuvw = 
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Nomura meets watchdog to clear 
hurdles facing Energy takeover 


bulk of it to the continental 
European countries that wffl 

be in the first wave of mone- 

TZStrf Europe now 

jounis for a third of Rover s 
^ ' -~',000 a year. 

Hasselkus, 

caw**-- * C hief executive, 

^esagaw^^ S uSW 

al a conference : of group nn 
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Nomura, the Japanese ^ 

raent bank considermg launch- 
ing a bid for Energy Group, tes 
met with the electricity watch- 
dog, Offer, in the heje of 
clearing regulatory hurdlesto 
launch a fuU-scale takeover 

°^A1 the meeting earlier this 
week Nomura is believed to 
b^toldOffertbatrtwmiW^ 

iect a substantial chunk of its 

own cash into a new company 

^ledtobuyEner^Grou^ 
idling feaisthattheveh^e 

would carry an excessive debt 

sources said the 

ssg«S 

Tuesday. 


Nomura’s emerging bid 

plans are thought to involve the 

company injecting at least $2bn 
(£l3bn) of equity into the 

^Last week Nomura revealed 

it would splitup Energy Group 
and ultimately return Eastern 
Electricity to the stock market 
as a separate company, a move 
which is expected to please 
the industry regulator. 

PadfiCorp was cleared to 
bid for Energy Group by the 
Monopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission last December, but has 


g] 200M*2 Processor 
with MMX™ 
Technology 

64Mb RAM 
0 4.3Gb Hard Disk 
g5 56K VWco Modem 
0 24x CD Multimedia 

VMeoPhone 
Receive 

g] 4 M> SIS Graphics 
g] 3D tftavetable Sound 
Speech Recognition 
gj Massive Software 

Bundle 

2 Years Interest 
Free Credit 
ft FREE EPSON 
PRINTER 

(MMisMIOOOspIri 


41 UK Showrooms 





IU UK. . • . 

did not mean other rival bids 
had also been given the green 
light 

The new bid would leave 
PadfiCorp with almost £10bn 
of debt. 

— Chris Godsmork 
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Dalgety brings 
home the bacon 


Dalgety bas been a corporate disaster 
stoiy. A ragbag of disparate businesses, 
it has stumbled along from one crisis 
to another over the last few years. 

But yesterday it stunned the City by 
actually announcing some good news. 
Its new management have done the 
sensible thing and sold off almost 
everything in sight The disposal of the 
pet food business for what can only be 
described as a very fancy price and the 
promise to give shareholders £650m 
from its £1.2bn sales proceeds is a far 
cry from last summer, when the group 
looked on its last legs after two profit 
warnings in quick succession. No 
wonder the shares leapt 49J5p to 343p 
yesterday. 

DaJgety’s pet food business has 
been a dog’s dinner for years. 
Desperate for an acquisition, it paid 
way over the odds for Quaker's petfood 
business three years ago. However, the 
£715m sale price is more than it could 
have dreamed of for a division which 
is makin g an operating profit of just 
£30m a year. 

So bow do you value what is left of 
the group? The break-up rendered 
yesterday's results for the six months 
to December, which showed a foil in 
pre-tax profits to £34.8m (£43m), 
virtually meaningless. 

Analysts believe that operating 
profits from the pig breeding business, 
which is now Dalgety’s prize asset, 
should rise to around £25m this year, 
and £30m next. Given that Dalgety is 
a world leader in this field and its rivals 
are trading at around 25 times earn- 
ings, the division probably deserves a 
premium rating. Applying a cautious 
multiple of 17 times earnings, the 
business is worth perhaps 120p-125p a 
share. 

After the disposal, the group will 


Dalgety: At a glance Market vabe; £995m, share price 343p (+49.5p) 

Trading record 
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hand back 224p a share to investors, 
and have £70m in the bank, equivalent 
to another 24p. Adding all that up gives 
a value of around 365p. 

The shares should trade at a s mall 
discount for the foct that shareholders 
will not get all their cash for three or 
four months at least. Even so, there 
looks scope for some upside in the 
share price and, if Dalgety can extract 
itself from its dire agricultural feeds, 
business then it will begin to look good 
value. 


CSC thrives in 
out-of town sites 


Shoppers may not be flocking to the 
high street but results from Capital 
Shopping Centres (CSC) suggest they 
are heading for out-of-town shopping 
centres in droves. 

By buDding up a formidable port- 
folio of shopping complexes, CSC has 
been able to cash in on the strong con- 
sumer spending and sharply rising 
rents. Pre-tax profits were up a third 


to £77.4m, and net assets per share 
leapt 27 per cent to 391 Jp; well ahead 
of market expectations of 3S0p. 

The City is also impressed by the 
10 per cent turnover of tenants, which 
suggests that CSC bas been able to 
bring in plenty of new retailers willing 
to pay hi^er rents. And its empty units 
represent just a half a per cent of total 
space. 

There is a fear that CSC relies too 
heavily on a few centres which could 
be vulnerable if consumer spending 
begins to fall. The Lakeside, Thurrock 
and the MetroCentre, Gateshead 
account for almost 70 per cent of its 
property portfolio. But when Braebead, 
the £285m development on the site of 
former Clydeside shipyards, opens in 
the spring 1999, the dominance of the 
two main sites will be reduced. 

Government planning restrictions 
could limit further acquisition oppor- 
tunities. However, that serves to make 
CSC's existing sites all the more valu- 
able and the group also has scope to 
increase the size of many of its centres 
in the medium term. 

The strong results prompted analysts 
to raise profit forecasts for 1998 tty 


£3 -5m to £83 .5m and pushed the shares 
up 4J5p to 444p. With net asset value 
per share forecast at 445p this year and 
520p next, CSC still looks good value. 

Marginal success 
at Nightfreight 


Put good management into a bad 
business, so the saying goes, and the 
business usually wins. Nightfreigbt’s 
new management team are hoping to 
be the exception to the rule. Installed 
last May after the parcel carrier bad 
issued its umpteenth profits warning, 
chairman David Cobb and chief exec- 
utive Ron Sullivan are trying hard to 
turn the business around. 

Contrary to the grim impression 
given by yesterdays full-year results, 
which showed pre-tax profits dropping 
30 per cent to £3.77m, they appear to 
be succeeding. Margins in both the 
parcels and the logistics divisions im- 
proved in the second half as manage- 
ment concentrated on cutting costs. 

The long-term aim is to get group 
mar gins back to around the 9 per cent 
level they were in 1995. In 1997, they 
were just above 4 per centTo achieve 
this, Nightfreight is doing things like 
using postcodes instead of the old 
county boundaries to route its parcels. 

That said, there is still a lot to be 
done. Amazingly, the company owns 
half its truck fleet even though leasing 
deals are more attractive than ever. 
Gearing, though falling , remains over 
100 per cent 

With such a desperate history behind 
iL investors will want to see results before 
s inking any more cash into Night- 
freight But on a multiple of just seven 
times house broker Panmure Gordon’s 
1997 earnings forecast, the shares, up 
2p yesterday to 32.5p, can hardly go any 
lower, and there is always the chance 
of a bid. Risky, but worth a punt 


Shares lift as Reuters hits 
back in Bloomberg inquiry 




Reuters, the financial 
information group, 
yesterday ended its 
silence over the 
criminal inquiry into 
its US subsidiary in an 
attempt to placate its 
shareholders, who have 
seen the company’s 
stock foil by one-fifth 
in the past fortnight. 

Peter Thai Larsen reports. 

Reuters’ shares staged a re- 
covery even though the com- 
pany’s explanation shed tittle 
light on the affair. 

Federal prosecutors are cur- 
rently investigating Reuters An- 
alytics, the US subsidiary which 
collects and distributes data on 
US bonds, about its alleged use 
of information owned tty 
Bloomberg, the rival informa- 
tion group. The company had 


previously refused to comment 
on any aspect of the case. 

The silence has led to a 
fremy of speculation, with re- 
ports from the US alleging that 
Reuters had used Bloomberg’s 
information in its own. products 
and that it had hacked into its 
rival’s central computer in order 
to steal computer code. - 

Reuters yesterday confirmed 

tto t Reuters Analytics was be- 
ing investigated about a deal 
with a consultant in New York 
who subscribed to information 
from Bloomberg. The inquiry is 
looking at whether the consul- 
tant was encouraged to pass the 
Bloomberg information on to 
Reuters, and whether Reuters 
incorporated that data into its 
own products. 

However, the company 
claimed that prosecutors were 
investigating attempts to break 
into the Bloomberg central 
computer in order to steal its 
rival’s code. Moreover, Reuters 



said it “has no knowledge of 
such activity”. 

The company also 1 
that, on its current infon 
it would not have-.-to with — „ 
any of its products. Analysts laa|d 
suggested that Renters’ might 
have to* withdraw' its nqv 
Reuters 3000 product, which . 
combines information and *'-■ 
analytical tools, if it contained 
stolen information. \ 

However, the announcement 
said that the current invest- 
igation will be extended to 
“other individuals and entities 
outside Reuters Analytics'', -jv 
spokesman refused to elaborate 
on the statement. } 

Reuters shares finished tl^e 
day up 40p to 560p as investors 
welcomed the information. Tteiy 
have fallen from 636p since ne^s 
of the investigation broke. 
Earlier in the day, several influ- 
ential analysts had recommend- 
ed buying the shart^ arguing thaO;. ■ 
the share price fall was overdone. 



Overseas ‘white knight’ could rescue Argos 


City analysts are divided over 
whether a “white knight” will 
ride to the rescue of Argos, the 
catalogue retailer battling 
against a hostile £l.6bn takeover 
bid from Great Universal Stores. 

A long list of potential suitors 
included Kingfisher and a string 
of continental retailers such as 
Otto Versand and Quelle of 
Germany and La Redoute of 
France. “It is more likely to be 
an overseas operator looking to 
move into the UK," said Mark 
Josephson of Rinmure Gordon. 

Among potential UK suitors, 


KingBsher is considered highly 
unlikely to enter the fray and 
JLiulewoods is not thought to 
have sufficient funds. 

“I regard a white knight as 
extremely unlikely,” said John 
Richards of NatWest Securities. 
He pointed out that La Redoute 
had just made a big acquisition 
in office supplies in France, 
while Otto Versand is a private 
company that tends to be very 
wary of eapenave deals. “No one 
else can offer quite the GUS ca- 
pability on mail order,” he said. 

Analysts suggest GUS may 


need to raise its offer; price by 
another 10 per cem from 57$p 
to 620p-630p to be successful 
But some institutional investors 
say the bid is for from a foregone 
conclusion. 

One fond manager said: Td 
quite like to see it stay inde- 
pendent It has been quite suc- 
cessful over the years.” Another 
said Algos might have attrac- 
tions to other bidders. Argos 
shares dosed 5p lower yester- 
day at 625p. GUS shares edged 
3p higher to 765p. 

- Nigel Cope'* 
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The new Toyota Avensis is yours to win at any Posthouse Hotel during February. The latest edition 
to the Toyota range sets new standards in style and comfort and is one of the safest cars 
in its class. All you have to do to ivin the car, or a selection of other Posthouse giveaways, including 
10 weekend breaks or 25 “ polish up” days at Forte Spa, is enter our free prize draw when you 

stay at any one of over 80 hotels around the UK. 
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Monsoon valued at £350m 
ahead of flotation 

Shares in Monsoon, the women’s fashion retailer which is 
seeking a stock market listing, are expected to be priced at 
around 195p*200p today, valuing the company at £350m- 
£360m. Some analysts had suggested that recent volatility in 
the retail sector and pressure from institutions might force 
Monsoon’s advisers to cut the price. But the rise in retail shares 
following the GUS bid for Argos has boosted sentiment. 8G 
Securities has said the shares should be avoided above 150p 
due to concerns over store expansion. But the company says 
it already has new sites agreed up until May 1999. . . 

London rethinks gas plans 

London Electridty is to abandon its joint venture with Tbtal 
the French oQ group, in the domestic gas market. The canq»ny, 
called London Total Energy, is expected to be wound up within 
days, with Loudon concentrating on selling gas to its existing 
electricity customers in the South-east Some 9,000 customers 
signed up in the Souib-west in the first trial of domestic compet- 
ition will have their contracts passed over to Northern Electric. 

German production up 

Industrial production in Germany rose 0.6 per cent in Decem- 
ber. with robust growth in manufacturing more than compen- 
sating for weakness in energy and mining. Construction 
expanded during the month but has been very volatile. Year- 
on-year growth of manufacturing output climbed to 5.8 from . 
5 percent in November, confirming the health of the recovery. 

ECB monitor launched 

A new initiative to scrutinise the European Central Bank after 
the start of the single currency is launched today by a group 
of experts from several European Union countries. The 
monitoring group is being established by the London-based 
Centre for Economic Polity Research. 

Merit-based pay on the rise 

High-flying employees will continue to receive bigger salaries 
than most of their colleagues as individual performance-related 
pay increases, according to research published today by the 
Institute of Personnel and Development. The survey found 
59 per cent of companies used merit rises and bonuses and 
other incentives and that fewer than one in 10 intended to 
drop such schemes within the next two years. 

FBS offers Barclays deal 

Fidelity Brokerage Services UK (FBS-UK). the stock- 
broking firm. Is to offer around 45,000 clients the opportunity 
to transfer their business to Barclays. FBS-UK, which is dosing 
down, is writing to clients this week. But FBS-UK clients are 
under no obligation to switch their business to Barclays. 

SBC wins merger go-ahead 

Shareholders of the Swiss Bank Corporation last night ap- 
proved the bank's plans to merge with rival UBS. The link- 
up will lead to 13.000 job cuts world-wide, with around 3,000 
in London. UBS shareholders approved the deal on Tliesday. 


COMPANY RESULTS 




Turnover £ Pre-tax £ 

B*S 

Dividend 
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Management 
buys out TEAS’ 
electronic . 
quote system 


’ Ther foture tif thfe*’felectrotiic 
quotation system used by thou- 
sands of independent fmaqgi^i 
advisers (TFAs) has been se- 
cured after the firm’s manage- 
ment succeeded in a bid to 
launch a management buyout 
(MBO). The Exchange, as the 
company is known, will today 
announce it has secured backmjy - 
for an MBO from Apax, the 
venture capital group. It was 
previously owned by US tele- 
coms giant AT&T and Origo, the 
consortium of insurance groups. 

The Exchange provides 
11500 IFA’s around the country 
with instant quotes for a range 
of life insurance and pension 
products from over 50 insurance 
groups. It has revolutionised the 
insurance industry by removing 
. the need for IFAs to go through 
the lengthy process of obtaining 
quotes from different com- 
panies every time they want to 
sell a product , r 

The buyout will please IFAsF 
who had worried that The Ex- 
change's independence would 
be threatened if it fell into the 
bands of a larger group. A 
number of technology compa- 
nies are thought to have been 
interested. The group has 
grown rapidly since it was setup 
with a small user base in. 1991 
and made revenues of £14m last 
year. The system is currently ac- 
cessed 12,000 times a day. 

However, the MBO is likely 
to trigger an inflax of comp- 
etition into the market. The 
Exchange previously had an 
effective monopoly as insura nce 
companies bad no incentive to 
work with other information 
providers since they had a stake,, 
in the business. ■ 

In response, the manage- 
ment team, led by the manag- 
ing director Paul Lindsey, aim 
to widen the range of products 
offered. They also plan a £5m 
investment to improve arrvg, to 
the information. This will be 
done by converting the system 
to a private internet-type system, 
known as an extranet, which ■ 
IFAs can access from a brows- 
er installed on their computers. 

Mr Lindsey estimates the 
Exchange’s system has helped 
cut the price of insurance prod- 
ucts by dramatically reducing 
the cost of obtaining a series 9^ 
quotes. The company is trying 
to convince the insurance com- 
panies to introduce a system 
which will allow customers to ' 
complete a p roposal form on- 
line, further speeding up the ap- 
plication process for products. 

- Peter Thai Larsen 
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Compass and Rentokil as blue chips pause for b '" ^ 


MARKET REPORT 



DEREK PAIN 


After seven days of takeover- 
“spired excitement, blue chips 
paused for breath although the 
search for the next corporate 
“arauders continued unabated. 

One possible Footsie mar- 
riage which is attracting some 
of the more alert stock mar- 
ket minds involves two ag- 
gressive groups - Compass, the 
contract caterer, and Rentokil 
In itial , the environmental and 
property group. 

Rentokil’s last major deal 
was the controversial takeover 
of BET nearly two years ago. 
Compass has indulged in a 
string of more modest acqui- 
sitions. The two could make a 
splendid fit and it is thought 
Sir Clive Thompson, Rento- 
kfl's chief executive, is keen to 
spread into catering. 

Capitalised at £8.5bn, 
Rentokil is by far the larger of 
the two companies and would 
probably be the vehicle for any 
merger. Compass is valued at 
£2-6bn. The shares of both are 


near their peaks but eased with 
the rest of the stock market. 
Compass slipping 7p to 790p 
and Rentokil 0,75p to 296.75p. 

Footsie’s record-breaking 
run ended with a 17 points fall 
to 5,595.8. At one lime it was 
off 42.2. 

An uncertain New York 
and na ggin g worries that the 
Monetary Policy Committee 
could be tempted to lift inter- 
est rates today, as well as a little 
old fashioned profit-taking after 
the recent surge, combined to 
take die edge off blue chips. 

Much of the action was 
concentrated on second-liners 
with the Midcap index up 19.9 
points to 4,935.8, just 8 from 
the peak hit in October. The 
Small cap index rose 4.6 to 
2393.2, a new high- 

Builders and engineers, for 
so long the great unloved, stole 
the limelight. On the back of the 

surprisingly encouraging Bryant 

results, Redraw gained 113pto 
163p, Wilson (Connolly) 7p to 


1523p and Barratl Develop- 
ments 8-5p to 257p. Crest 
Nicholson rose 103pto 1065p. 

Since it arrived nearly four 
years ago Redrew has been a 
disappointing investment. The 
shares were floated at 135p; 
their peak was 1773p, readied 
last year. 

Engineers again scored 
from the feeling that they 
have been oversold on the 
back of Asia’s problems and 
sterling's strength. Weir, 20p 
to 248 Jp; Laird 22p to 412-Sp; 
and Spirax-Sarco, 32p to 601p, 
led the field. But engineer 
Beaufort slumped Sp to 15p 
after warning profits would be 
hit by both the pound and the 
Asuan upset. 

Among blue chips Voda- 
fone, 203 p to 504p, enjoyed 
support on the now unstop- 
pable stoiy that more con- 
solidation is coming in the 
telecoms industry, and on the 
still highly charged banking 

piLch National Westminster 


pank took up the running, 
gaining 46p to l,145p. 

Other banks caught m the 
swirling clouds of takeover 
rumours included Royal Bank 
of Scotland (31p to 933pV, Bar- 
clays (48p to 1 ,948p) and Stan- 
dard Chartered (12p to 687p). 

Reuters, under pressure 
following a US investigation, 
recovered 40p to 560p and 
Pearson rose 13p to 807p on 
Greig Middleton comments. 


Share Spotlight 

stare price, pence 
185 


175 
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EMI a spin, nud S“S„ 

shares higher »4«P- 

Dainty was the best per- 
fomtiag midcap, impravmg 

49JSplo343ponthef715ffl 

pet foods sale and the fMto 

earmarked for shareholders. 

Dresdner Heinwort Benson 

sees the shares BPntg to 

BSkyB, helped by ds «suhi 

rose7pto368p.AM.fiw™ 

bed and brealrfast deal m 21.48 

million shares went through at 
a shade above 333p. 

British Airways climbed 
5p to 5405p with Salomon sug- 
gesting a 635p targ el - 

Scottish & Newcastle* th® 

nationsbiggestbrewer,rolled 

out a 125p rise lo .K7^P 
after meeting analysts but m- 

dicadons that Bass maybe out- 
bid for the Japanese owned 
InterContinental hotels ebam 
bv Ladbroke knocked the 
shares 21p to 944p- LjjJ*- 
broke put on 10p to 300p- 
Whitbread, still seemingly 


ruffled by a sh^ overhang 

™ ZZIa with Cadbury 

^^2^at732p^d 

ggss^ 

HSSftSgj 

the diares on a 

earnings multiple 

■jt the conglomerate, 

old* Self Sealing Systems, 

Sant director bnymg, ana 
Emerald Energy. seeking oilin 

j3sSS£S 

to be an encourag- 
ing progress report- 
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.pros 20 per cent of Kem 

Rircr, an oH group- 
Umbert Howarth, 0* 

footwear group 

Malta &Spen^, . 

due next month and the 

-w-v »r There 

“significant increase . 
^^tionsthateanungs 
per share will emerge at 
around 40p> 

Market Link 
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£ 900,000 this year 

nexLbdievesstod^roKff 

leather & Greenwood™ 

shares are 54 54p. 


;lec- 
Vfar- 
lion, 
roid. 
Pen 
per- 
wife 
wal. 
ified 
iave 
« in 
ieen 


K 


Price CfagYld PTECorto 
AkohoOc Beverages 
579 489 A4ad0o*aacq SU0a +2® 4.4 A3 MOO 
fit VS Blrtararfl-lJ!) Ml®* 4UB U — 

72 » BwrihrerDtot J® 


040185 

mm 

m tsr 


CM 

Banks, Merchant 

997 *4 Ooto Brae 5*600 

30306 GwmdGp MUD 

277X1 Ikwtora 25050 

SB m LmwU] cam 

940 KatBrna &® 

M BSDSdwBdanMV 
MB KB5dmkn CM 
u a a«riFiM 
40330 VWrenre 

Banks, Retail 
Si TO W«N> 

MSB MhactUic 


_ XU 9« 4(52 
sum -250 40 
mv.cn _ 2JI 202 271 

27550 +19 U U IS 
KUDU _ U 51 BA 


-050 15 200 200 
-2® 5# nse 
_ 37 XU) 2257 
_ 4.1 B.I 2300 

_ 22 220 3646 

OUOO -1000 15 130 290 

BfitOQ *4400 10 X5 HB 

WOO *200 41 S3 2» 

31750 - 4J 00 2589 


030 586 Bkoflrabnd 
«D 103 BsafScod 
«7 W Bad** 

9U 572 Min 
22X1 DM HSBC (7571 
Z8» OMHOCIHUO) 
9B 447 UoydsTSBGp 
IMAM NmnBk 
06 441 Madura tork 
337 500 R)l>>Stat 


DSIOO WOO 27 1U 22 
000 -400 _ _ 22B 

50750 +250 .. 2015 
02950 +1750 _ 27485 
04000 -9® 13 XU MB 
F94S00 *4000 22 19.1 1004 
9CB50 _ _ - HB 

mum _ Km u OJ Sjm 
WTO -1700 3# 05 08 
8000 -am U7UBB 
•4500 *4400 U BO M2 
SHOD +200 - 327 0 

nUQxtlOO 29 03 m 

_ 48700 +tt» 20 85 1441 

m 2M> VtaM> 37200 .150 - 2SO 3377 

Breweries Pubs & Rest 
OD 4*7 Bat 94400* -HOD 14 215 HE 

aftDlTOre-od <*£“ £ £ £ 

79QDD -700 15 253 403 
ubii i. _ 23 B.4 4S0 
X&TO _ II U 4777 
4*750 *250 20 K4 2KI 

3«un 4100 13 230 284 

4000* -250 SO 105 DM 

75450 _ 15 295 040 

2650 _ 23 S83 S7H 

■mm +29 1.4 221 KB 
US* . U M IM 
wan _ 13 109 TO 
Tloo +250 u 60 am 
3950 _ 20 an m 

25500 _ 4.1 U 08 

4600 . 21 OS M 

<8500 -09 05 HI 
69 _ 13 80 SOU 

30400 ■- U» P 

82150* -1250 U 174 IHB 

TOOfti - *5 *3 52 
2950 +800 04 32# OJ 
MUO -2500 12 65- WB 

- *3 M “ 
_ ao 222 mr 
55UO _ 25 «l DOt 


5Zwnck 

H%h Low Stack 
385 ZB MxrPrat 
ya 275 FkMitaCe 
374 391 HoteCp 
788 415 HnlHdain 
409 Dfi BooCp 
308 B7 fodxao 
236 67 BAM 
274 219 Msec 
475 317 LmSwtfca 
20105 IkhoWfOa 
475 S rtantot] 

9S MW6—L 
164 60 Mortals. 

» IB NorthnAer 
83 71 Now 
TO 286 PUttnOp 
394 250 PrenJr 
224 HB Mny 
SCO 272 Cicrt 

65 m BytxdGp 
272 20 MmM 
SB9 «4 TAB 
4B 228 U94ECO 
H 0 UMOhoiGp 
348 338 VMy(RaC 
ASBOWf Bu 
« 28 WBrtw 


Men O+t TVS PIC Cad* 
38500 _ U 87 730 

389 -39 25 67 033 

3549 _ II 226 2279 

46500 _ 20 HO 6000 

weal -600 45 95 DV 

E&M -300 7fl KJ 7523 

989 -29 34 7.9 3447 

3899 *09 U 25 DB7 

469 *800 47 0.9 00 

ZS79 _ 4.4 QJ 696 
1569 +19 45 65 BM 
500 050 U U M 

26400 _ 42 02 MB 

2H50 -D9 Ij4 65 204 
7900 _ *5 05 

MBI . II 73 COD 
unnn . LI M TO 

*0 01 _ 65 80 2757 

3429 -19 45 02 009 
09 _ 5.1 265 OB 

an . ll M 2882 

58800 +29 12 hJ « 
OS), _ 17 277 200 

9500 _ _ - 204 

74500 _ 29 »J 4677 

71100 _ 20 245 120 

J5J0 _ 27 10 008 


HU* Lew Slack 
47 76 ArmM 
253 02 Baron 
V 8 Da Ban (6) 


89 8 EngCMaOv 
. _ foartJiq 
IM 

(Q 


Diversified Industrials 


S6 IB OryCtrlta, 
M 5» Conrad 
305 260 

308 121 baarpMahw 


485 40 FlrSMMiTHv 
340226 CBkHw 
566 BO a w fcCpr 
770 66 CnaMK8>| 

225 SI Gramorlrw 
284 29 OnCari 
S3 34 mmyisH 
2850 1035 Hole Q) 

78 56 ha B a h ia n 
357 258 H— r « M 
306 255 IhrwwT 
6fi 4X7 Wurtand 
80 537 Pcro Expraa 
438 SB Rm«hCk(H3 
IN 361 9 |»l Ml 
84050 S ml Np’» 

105 223 VtawGr P 
140 226 WtakrtpnP 
08408 Whttraa* _ 

70 4»VM,lrM>7 
XB SS TfoiaigaCc* MISJ 
60 50 To0|*CaV 

Bua<fing/Corwtn»ctfo4i 
J3 tt> A5FWW 

B7 83 M«C 
5B B5 3awt 
883 05 ArtrenSs 
200 07 Mart 
a V. Bwwa 
2K2X BanaDa* 

30 BS Baw 

30 30 
U 17 

717 588 - . 

05 IS BcaBraa 
28 6 Baa 

IBS 20 Bocc(Ha«V) 

54 66 Bryant Gp 

06 60 CMA 
1SB Cammm* 3 * 
m V CiacNchta* 

D8 MB UJM 
KOS 873 Gfoaaort 

m a MaMtn 
H a Itanla Stn 
474 164 0a* 

173 ■ 

30 M LWf IB A 

381 2B Ua«Vfl , 

2D S6 Madall 
U 03 

07 TO »**«*g® 

» SB MtWPMSaM 
338 273 nonaaa 
144 86 H»«*a»l 


u 


ie Ei iw*c 

»S 

107 SO TawT 0 ®* 
% 70 VWE 
860 

S ® 

2»22S ****** 
MB ‘ 


Z3TO *00 - - 25 

309 +UD SO B7 105 

Ss _ 44 - 

44500 - U >J 55 

8829 +09 I# HI TOO 
879 *500 15 M7 3572 
99 _ M ««0 

8000 +39 43 Brt B*4 
3229 +450 II ” “ 
209 +19 - U WJ 

SB 9**153X7 I.* O* W5 

B4TO , 55 43 1680 

iS . u U0 
0800 MB«M l» 
809 +ITO42 «a *73 
WM +600 3J W TOI 
*w.ai +09 37 227 na 
|udq 40 SB 0 

- uuax 

079 -19 42 54 Zgl 

W65 II +39 27 20* 2® 

J5S8 40 a* 00 
49 4J0 Pi BB 
. SO ts SP 
*19 6.1 H4 xa 

pQJD 1* DJ OH 

■f g 0O0B 

5S *29 5# 07 ™ 

*200 40 507 aa 
+29 70 74 VP 
+19 2* ai ®» 
*400 S3 00 1075 
_ U8080 64* 
6401 — 73 — 77S 

Sd +8SIU “ “ 

25503 +1900 24 JJ ffl 

on tub _ bm yn 


_ 100 — 

317 232 Atail<0 
28* BO BTH 
20 167 CooiaRM 
34 88 Conk 
IB W GraiaMi 
159 71 Loataa 
D» M2 HAaodkaMl 
son >NM0Drtr 
M BB Me 
M S Strawgre 
S 2S Ten*** 

398 242 TTGip 
487 358 WMaSkrp 
10 286 Wlrf 
K7 02 VVM u + uu l l 
>17 m vmmm 

Bectridty 
SID OB.OrBMtar 
38 20 NanmlGrtd 
07 481 IMcMmar 

SB S3 NrftwMaKi 

MO 581 PtomrCw 
578 346 ScaHrka 
570 332 ScnoWi Pa- 
500 378 Sottharo 
788 4M IbEntofyGp 

Elec tr onics 
M 00 Aeon* Grew 
49 2* Aria 
03 104 Aat+C (B58J 
285 DO BKC 
358 HB Bfck 
4* 251 Baadwcp* 

54 • Gifcaa 

39 M Oruert •*%» 
4428 CWOOtfo _ 

798 538 CMdMyGp 
7M10 DataBreSi* 
37I2M DTOi 

4» 38 OoTO »W« 
* 63 Do«Ba*»7B* 
300 220 DtwthTOP 
28 17 Emm 

40 305 Ban**" 

CM 40 PrtreyGp 
554 292 fkwfcQ"* 

49 378 GanaMBK 
<29 26 MflCralSra 
H IB U«76*| 

. _ namMrS-n 
SB H5 HTL6» 

440 780 Ol*rll«« 
8824 7»* 70re 


30500 -BOO . BJIJM 
2439 *800 3 5 246 WB 
man 425 67 UO 021 
■9 -39 55 05 0* 

219 , ll )2 H 

mm _ 6.4 R.l 540 
9650* *09 *7 IM MB 
turiw _ 53 DO 7JB 
cram *2600 62 KJ D7B 
m a +19 TO) *5 OK# 
709 -100 7.1 •.! 0 

10JO* .150 41 BJ M 
27100 +XTO 27 D.f 5452 
«000 _ 57 00 233 

32400 *600 7M D.4 4649 
na tn 419 44 E3 3*6 
amm -LOO 4,1 <3 BB 


45.00 _ 12 67 CM 

285m* -5JD0 5JD B7 4448 
Son +200 53 DAUB 
mm +19 48 2&7 4081 
83500 -500 417 GO «B3 

509 +11 JCTO 40 Brt TOO 
SD9* +29 46 Ht 60* 
SJKJXkt +800 50 83 ran 
7719 -49 22 - ■» 


_ E27 


Price Chj YId PTECotkr 
2750 -09 —DM32 KB 

M79 900 _ . 2423 

n y. ^L66 0 

bto -tun _ _ o 

a* in +59 6A - «■ 
m 4i . - o 

19900 - - - 5551 

B9 Moored (Q S® iS " " “o 

277 76 Iwknda WTO 400 - - " 

455 HO RJBMN4I " '■ * *2 

109 155 Mo Ham B080Q 049 41 fcl 60" 

SlW HtaBWarBii «9 _ 46 62 W2 

89 WuCdDtcplQ EL27 -106 - 

Food Producor* 

B : MS 
aasw 6 sa, : “ s s. 

TO TO Hnr'— 2309 -TOO DO - >0 

“ £ C+KiurrMa TttTO 2700 IB 317 
SS 230 CaniMTO* TJOTO - “ » 5“ 

g> sb wjo -is* ” 117 ?S! 

ailsr 

assn's 

tf SSc, “SS 

375 270 Greaure - T*^l*a *m 

aw Ml LhdbMWMl B5JD — AS S5 72/0 

m 5? SSo *150 as ofl 

-39 51 TO 

air +39 45 CL6 2756 

ttwS^lw *1® i? « SJ 

now STawT sSS. u S 

SSuSi. na ■» "* 

cmmLMfon- 4M9 +09 XI 212 90 

S TO uSbS-u 35200 +400 50 227 061 

Gas Distribution 

U2 55 Cm ova **» 

334 178 BC 


■49 

389 

V9 

aa» 

MUO 

□99 

0150 

3039 

859 


3MZ3D Prm 

sen P«*" 

30 2D R«l 
272 258 Hariri** 
222 BO Boriww 
235 H SCKBmBm 


■9 

99 


TiTOriaTarii 


84 39 
32 7 
0 0 

jq (75 Tririkc 
DC ■ TIC 
283 W Ta-ta 
76 35 '*rt«»Gp 
87 78 Vm>G|i 

881 tflrfanTrifc 
38 54 Wen 
554 49 H6o 
163 91 V»* 


199 

309* 

4819 


309 

079 

26000k 

1409 

3079 

2229k 

TO9 

389 


-09 - - _ 

-59 5J 2JA 7274 


009 +09 - 
2850 - SJ - . 

049 419 12, 144 MO 

hb9 +T9 os - rat 
moo . S1B3 ■ 
moo _ 37 HO m 
39 - - -Da 

BSD* -19 IS W ® 
49 419 11 BJ BB 
75250 _ 22 200 6+*» 

2»9 -PM 13 300 5370 

2389 *89 83 B.I j°5 

4»9 +09 35 SO B» 

7100 — 55 D4 mu 

2900* - OO 290 TOCO 

_ U 146 D9 
_ 3L4 K2 W 
- - -3912 8.1 PP 

MU +V9 84 BUHJ 
SSS -900 41 H5 80 
449 — u 71 aW 

HtSO . M BJ 0 
3059 - 2J *2 

209 - TO 0-7 »« 

2B69 — X4 9J D8 

«SD +419 62 9.1 0 

WJ0 ^JO « .5 S» 

<17 300 7270 
I 2.9 361 2906 
_ 32 05 M 
419 41 OJ 6506 
_ U 165 TO 
_2D0 41 122 603 

_ 4510072 TO* 
- 6SD 
_ MW 
.300 - _ M 

_ SJ OOO 3086 
*19 61 149 3TO 
+4U5 03 - 

39 as 50 480 
*09 - - 

_ _ Bri 

-69 - _ 49 

.500 5# DO no 
*19 - - Jaa 


Health Care 

7W246 ABmcUriO— W19 +19 19 »4 

800 560 B.^-6 

140 30 foum n unrUn 
U% Car* UK 
DO 96 CuaHoc 
3 78 Cdmfod 
4E 330 OamryHocp 
84 54 HaTOKd 
TO 09 Huafctfl 
387 82 burTaCto 
525 330 ham 
M2 W London Inti 
TO 06 Ncnor-BMA 


7979* -29 ID 270 07 
309 -259 - - W9 

HMO. _ in TOJ TOD 

109 +19 30 - 00 

799 *09 - - 

089 +19 16 212 OB 
87J» +09 75 B4I 045 
809 *49 23 16# 133D 
Q#9 +09 - -OG 
SjdjOO _ 13 204 TOP 
TOJO* *19 12 383 TOI 
V* n* mum nrir 19*9 -09 23 TU 6877 

6s sag 

BB 163 SariMNri* *»® 

C7« TmralLfc H9 

4B 227 Htow Kare 409ju 


I Hick Lm* Brack 
733 8M Fire 3 b 
TO) U RuVMnor 
575 396 Rcre Awrtean 
<Q 44 Here A«U 
30 k FkreAah wa 
CP 44 HmCMnmi 
40 a ffomiSunWa 

« JM HrmChreM 
519 40 Ran Crefca 
88 O FtacEmjMm 
bO M HmjBVd Wl 
2S7 33k Rre bucrpur 
14] ri Hf&Hmlt 
IB 372 Fteml** 

JJ2 TO Hbsi Corine 
788 D» Item I6G Cap 
IQ CD HmIUK 
54 k Ham 114+ Wr 
UJ» 0 Ron foe for 

6+59 Fhm Inc Pri 
IS M Ron Inc Uo 
U 39 FWmlftifar 
22 6 Haai kidWt 
tt, 09 Horn land 
59 9 narefcpWi 

408 339 Hem Merc 

A 71 HmnN+cHcdT 

409 322 HmO'wl 
HI DB Ron 5frir Co 
51 « Rn«N>> 
Ot HO HcnWUUa 
77 9 FW,V*eridmd 
□i 0 f*ctre0fc 

334 09 nCEncpv 
■6 M faClr* 

KP M FaCCaai 

ik no FacPK 

197 306 f*C Bra 
84 D2 FACTS’ 

Bt 00 flCSmttr 
HB 03 FaCUSSa 
61 ■ F5CWHT 
to. 04 Fnm I0005C 
232 Mk GTkCun 
DO 30 Girt EmtFic 
TO 201 Gut Eiapa 
Ml « CinFWflnd. 
IB 0 GotlnriiSd* 
358 20 GinSirirCc* 
Bfl 39 Geared Inc 

Gan Can Cp 

_ _ Gen Coe fo 

13 BB German Serir 

29 ta Gtwa AjuSb* 


Price CM Tlri WIO* HJi la. 


Stack 



5525 *075 _ 
3425 *035 - 
4409a *79 15 
5B5Q 4U0 ID 
ID 00 -19 - 
189 -19 - 

OT9 19 W 
049 
39000 
3TI 00* 

7669 
109 
579 


- 142* 


49 03 
- ID 
49 - 
49 n.7 
•09 - 


nB9> -035 46 
C&75 - - 

17325a - 1* 

<100 - - 
na - - 

U DO 19 _ 
025 4175 - 

3749 -19 17 
1525 -025 09 

3859 +19 IS 
ISIJl - 32 
S02S - - 
089 - 45 

7k9 - 75 

M9 *025 - 
2339 *19 13 
mm'. 49 17 
h&9 - 05 

0125 525 19 

3969 - m 

m m . 49 12 

89 -09 


- B» 


7050 Goto Am SmCo 829 


on - 

.19 61 
.19 20 
-19 _ 
.19 04 
19 02 

- ID 

_ 02 

- 20 

W9++025 U4 

209 - - 

un - im 

959 09 13 

1569 -IDO- 


1649 

049 

H49 

D400 

S£9 

2559 

969 

W9 

3679 


Price Oi* VW PIECede 
□8*4 PTOCWW ■ a ' B J2 " n? 

reran reia DjT Ptjjp 26^00 - 0-B — 

549* -025 12 -«B 

HI 03 SdirfrlncGntfi l«9 - 48 -j/P 

j* jo omiwinA W *5 -IjOO — — "fTi 

B4 07 SdaofcrUK TO9 JJ 

304 DO ta* «an »» , 

QB 04 Scattastm 99 -OW I] 

349 280 Sea Inw ^2^2" "ISs ii 

356 20 Sea M««« »« ^9 I » 

□0 a ScaVhkm S 

m M Scufldar L«Am 469 - “* 

_ 7557 2M I960 Second AAnte T3BM -MO 2.7 

*+ B4 d y n* + Coreek a fo* — — 
im 551 40 S4U*dMii4« TOM +D9 >e 
OSnOSotToSac DD9 
_ 581k B* HO amKrianCfo 09 
_ S0» JI8 TB4 Share 5*« "69 

5HJ 141 m SnoIhrCo TO9 
< KH Sc Andre*. W9 
SMB 02 72 TiBaala W9 

_ >106 H7 378 Tare< B» In. !»» 

. 2425 DO m Tmpl Emcflhn 
. I*4S B5 0 TmpILeAre <*9 

_ 4814 MS SO TWmOv. 16450 
2M 0 71 TVepaonnn BITS 
JJ50 M BS TRbmaG+ah D29 
1478 47 E TKPre(K» J625 

_ 5e66 IM 07 UrefemM Aara 09 
. 54(8 234 DO UiSirir Cat »9 

0 K4 MO H6- 6 tacanar K1D0 
I 0 « )4 HhiramlWI 419 - - - ^ 

. aa 345 277 Wire. In. 3«» 26 - 

at STB 305 Itenon Cre> 537 9 *1 OO - 

- “ Irioi re ft Hotels _ 

- 2? MMM’yn Atrmrorx C&00« -ISO ID 200 OT 

- 448)83 Mrttmt ^ o, 

ssisr 

Bsraatro 

5“ SX »"««5 

UipZZXr 2^ * “-5. <3g 
. 425* DO 47 banttney J. y “ 

_ >64 |«9 0 GeoLahiaa 309 - 1# 67 

- 3014 06 9 ft* Choke HI 11 £i WO 

- m S* Ss ^9 1# VM ® 

I sow *4# 79 Cmh Grp «#«• *M0 20 DJJ 006 

„ HU 48 9 ra-Tre 


HV Law *«* 


2J0 TO HoddarHMUK 

ae&U Horn* Coat 

06 306 BC 
27 B kNtm 
<9 XB kahdreMwa 
UO |73 -Tjo 

0 5 len a EdPrit ’■* 

D48 49 HacdBrihoi 

218 HO MdLaid kri IWI *S 

m <78 Nxv Greup D»9 

770 5S2 Mora Group 
am 558 Hawn 
tn 755 PbeoaSori 

49 B HrtnewM* 

01 m Readied 

781 50 taaare 

US M Sa* 

TO OO ScotHadQp 

«4 06 SeamhRTOo 

O 31 Sot** 

SB 390 SowhnrM 

*<S I8»N*» 

223 Pi TV Carp 
528 47 TrrilW 
<25 j HJ uuurTV 

aostsa iwnbw 

TSQ 238 VWP 


. , r . ch-YU PI* Coda 

U 6] IM 

i 

“ :-a* 

DUD 

7219 +29 27 34* 

B079 +09 U - 
moo _ atHBrj 
moo _ 69 64 M 

SffiUsSSiE 

I U '3 ™ 

«* 

« : 1.8 at 34M 

W9 - UJU S 
S5 _ ia 71# 

^9 - 4JDOO MO 

S3 -05 0# *3 a® 


- BO 

6226 

_ M 
. am , 
_ XKT | 

_ sw 

- TOT , 

- 640 | 
_ 2442 
_ 307 


.snow w g, 
-169 55 >62 BB 
jUO 1# 05 W 


Oil Integrated 

WM 94 «“ 

03 Exploration ftPMKlutfiwi 

DO DS Aten creep «g» **5 ,S 

JkSX «g 

0 a 2-5 +|9 - 

m 37 Derow 08 BTO *!■= - 

735 90 bacnrteOB 
k® *34 E*pn> 


a 6«* » Swpcmte* p Pahfc s ^ oa Bloomberg 

Gfc Price* at Btoorntnrs 

For hdp vrttfi “ TVto - ‘ nc ** Q ** TOifcTO,B«t*appw»*- m 

mS Ok. UndBO EC2A 

_ site Index B2.75 ■“ 

Ln^Xnew BarenwO. 7.377 ___ 

T5ESL53S5 Top 20 volumes 


un- 

with 

ton- 

OJn- 

ing, 

be- 

lies 

red, 

aan 

bed 

iid- 

ch- 

Two 

ged 

unz 


Stuck 


VH 


Vtoi 


16 | FoiumOB 
J73 Ml IMrOI 


.19 - - S®» 

49 15 445 <W 

jil " »i 3643 
_ BH 
„ ]tf 

njg -USD IB 3X2 

99 +19 XOH*^ 

jam *050 05 41# JJJ 

® 2 S u*« 

4bj0 -*025 L5 ^ 
3RLOO _ - - S 

1£oq +19 -DBBUI 7X* 


B _a+. ~S5%n Br»«ro*ri 

SSV-PJ* ^ B.nro UajTOTa 


Q9rn EenaroU Energr 
lUBre Dtapa 
8.44in HfcdownHUD 


BDOn RenmkBIrithl . 

«U7m CewricA M6m 

939ni BT* . 

Mta, NwJWworimror 7. Ore 

rem_ nhiurtfA 7£P*T1 I 


l S5 T S 3i 3t hg^PY n ° Tuu t 


2025 

7735 

TOE 



43h -29 54 43 


- ^ 5 g Js 


XH/> 3.9 562 H* 
-29 - - 

_ 10 3*1 *BD 


Household Goods 
280 K7 BBvm 
145 DO AB» “49 

31 ■ AnroaTm 169 
D3 0 Hack Arrow 
422 3B Bhd< (P+tari 
715 353 Onariiritarim 


935 4ftM . 
«9 *19 40 
209 


#9 

859 

489 

369 

569 

499 

109 


<33 no CddaTOo-riF 
305 HO ComalPlr 
297 tn DatyGra* 

M 6 9 Edy Mwk 
yea 247 HartatBifon 
]9 SO IWPM 

04 77 MonewlAw 

20 86 MTOoreGrom 

BS IE NdMc 
KS 545 OfoorecaU* 
478 330 tacnonZ A 
SB <54 PaoaonZodi 
JO W Pdra 

20 no »o* 

640 335 H aia rnkfoa 

|<7 706 R+tVktftC 

<0 jn Brijra 

290 B7 Royal Dakar 
373 30 SBaarirf* 

330 248 Store 
£ 87 SwribwMd 

IB » V»ra»* _ , 

+6 40 VWarGBank 
90 0 VftwkWl* 


+19 U XI S» 
*29 43 02 602 

_ 5u6 S50 8 

m m +39 41 D.I 0 

Jam - i.9 m « 

rasi -am o m 


<v, % 

V •<£* 


^ .6"' 


03 742 MidyO 
410 ptxoa 
300 TS LASMO 
n 74 noareiaa 

a a Ptrea* 

58 35 foaicrOll 
(65 366 RretcrOi 
B60 lulDwOa 

o 1 Other Financial ^ m 

55, m3 -MB U 2M “1 

20 » OraTreftar »« - 1 " — 

69 440 enfoMTH™ «* 

0005 ao«nd*ri 

VI to . T69 

ft, 360 BTOKOfonCo 3729 

41 » GrewcaiPl 



[HkOO 

5S77.I 

Down 35.7 

G®0 

5580.6 

Down 312 

i&ao 

56005 

Down CL3 

am 

5995J 

Down I7S 


DD5 tnOHnri 
40 330 founnCipAri 
36 a uto»J5« 

«4 ID likilarita 
230 DO Uarionfonc 

D4 86 1W Sere TO 
eg no MiG Group 
70 Dl nw H3*f 
<710 IDS HAM 
TO Mt hnp* 
a 51 PtaOwriaia 


u U 7)9 
4JJ0 2J 74 34IS 

. U n.i ffl 

_ 14 D.I B94 
jj 02 <770 

_ _ MU 3*01 

_ IJ D< 

_ _ _ 60« 
_ 94 U 3578 
_ 4J HJ 
. 47 «J T» 

- 55 51 WO 
_ <4 OK 2739 

- X9 I * nu 

_ 39 * 4 2)0 
_ 69 5.9 _ 

rna. -89 27 M 046 
499 +209 11 * J *■ 

now _ a* #8 «a 
2809 
3489 


059 

KD9 

E09 

09 

SI9 

38000 

09 

059 

ns9 

D89 

09 

3909 

409 

■09 

1900 

2409 

9749 



_ U D.9 B45| 

_ 30 D9 400 

£9 +09 X9 0L3 D44 

»J0 +09 46 B 4 24J4 

_ 8U 9JD IT27 
_ _ 2S44J 306 




459 

869 


$ g ,=■ = - 9 ^ 


809k 

649 


A *£2 toKc"*" +‘»« K ns 

W £ J? SELa <U9 -09 47 «* 


_ WlapcpG 

Building Haterial* 
CB 36 AcMd** - 2 


58 X 

21 W Btgt Mr iB* 
453 37 BhaO* 

330 » «*““ 
m 79 Broaria. 

S2 O Op* 

3B W Cwjkre 

KA n OkrtfGp 

wo » &-*• 

03 * ITO- , 

°* 19 

SO TO Hrireadl 

335 2® * *** - 
2SS TO Hreroto... 

»a™ 23T - 

74 0 t“d _ 
sac v 3 K*——,** 
253 & SST 
|3 I TOJL- 
M» 9 "TO** 

437 E9 MTOr™ 

Z'kZSS’ 

3« » SKI 
19 C ***** * 
D* W TTOare 

ri 477 Tf»hN*i 

♦ S® VJ-aCw+n-F 
S^40 iMriariV 

Chnmto^ 
l»S3 80C 1- , 

WM S* 1 

ss^ 

3B»0«^r 
89 WdoonW 


- 4# 37 Qffl 

•LOO SJ H ® 

_ 44 ns « 

JR2S 4* 07 29 


OHO 
979k 

9M0k _ 

S*“saa 

2S s 

7t99 
009 
1499 
09 
torn 


Engineering 
06 106 69 Dp 
03 170 AIM 
378 X5 AfcaowCP 
Dl 07 AMa 

a 10 ApnBoMdi 
202 HO AriiELtey 
B 70 APW 
m a Babcrek TO* 
m* fomre |Q 

450 3H BBA 
am W Bartafent 
81 Baririari ACC 
916 6*7 BoM«K 

EB ICO Bril Acre 
W 01 BrtlW 
□3 88 BuDoufh 
06 72 BW1 
223 <75 Garris 

TSB BS Cucfoes 


_ 5.4 17 MB 

: ii 

_ u M » 


869 

ITOSDa 

209 


Insurance 
0W AtatUor* 

*;»s? i 

02 0 a-Hh»c F"d ODDO 
04 630 CoareLSa «X»9 


. ij -am 
_ u# _ - . . 
•19 57 - «B4 

_ nj u bo 

. 10 _ «BO ' 

-ZOO 15 17 OB 


iO-WTU 

_ 1# 247 30S 

19 7# « SS 

_ jj nn 

BJO 1 45 ICT 

£3 iSSig<§ 

23 -gss 

: sjiu ® 

#59 


X89 

<89 

»« 


109 

>9 - - - 

SS -i9 i* ci ^ 

3H9 +09 T-T 204 DTI 
■59 -2918 6D g 

mjjg +09 TjO 36# V® 
8M9 *329 U 244 ® 
049 +OE 13 83 *330 

«U» - *4 ” SL 

tT® 4150 70 93 64* 

vuDx 419 6# 0-3 5® 

BJO - U »T “ 

fj ffi a +09 58 B- 1 0" 

SS +w° § ** 

awm - 8.4 - 

»m 4I#U 06« 

229 M □Paorea**' it's: - - " 

S»D rawkH— 3069 - 


245 0 Chat*** 
890 50 5*tan 
D3 n Caaca wri 
23$ TO DWrito* 


iilli 

09* -49 S.I *1 ® 

»9 -I" K ^ 

51 - “ ’ E « 

SjS jio 19 J« US 

13 B5 

MOO +1» M 9« » 


395 237 BJ 

24 ■ 

09 BBoa (B) 

M « toaret 
39 M tow 
41 28 Brill 
MO 86 »*»*>»" 

awm 

»90 GB 

323 W Oya-ad 
B 98 HadreHadn 
284 HO HO E*( 

W 99 Hria* 

ao Hi HureiB 

TO 279 P4I 

ss'fss?* 

41 3 Lodnrtn 


W 80 W 

55 W ® 

19 B# TO* 
_ U JM S 

BUOa +131 X# JT 
itam» +49 4D 03 
6# 93 


389 

a» 

»9 - 

009 - 

6050 ' 

389 


1689k 
mb *89 7 0 99 


+99 U 9# 4B6 
SCKLOO - 2.4 9# TOW 

1489 -19 1.9 - 6® — 

127000 +39 33 123 *B HWi Lm* StaA 
3879 -X49 31 73 WB p» 71 GontEiaiHla 
TO29 - 1-’ B[* 88 71 GrenSfoe 

I4S50 - IB IJ ® 0 80 Game Onad 

n95Jn +329 IJ « ™ JH S4 GwmSam 
DS9 -29 72BS5# 6® gf GpTit 
09 - 9# - O 08 CT toe Gan 

09 *19 SJ - “J* 

099 -09 CM T7 6M4 

849* - f* SS 

059 - 34 - 3*55 

1E»» .19 IS 66 «« 

4859 -89 36 TD.I 7TO 

M9 -39 5J_ BJ JS 


284 9 Cmtet* 

BQ 400 Dora# Gala 
Q DO Ftoabury 
am 772 GaaAoe* 

48 2S7 OaE 
208 DO Ito raa 
ton iM-s*ri 
na SO. Iwkt*** 

206 0 <TOj U ? d i rh ? 

08 0 Lnrirt FndKt# 

El 04 UMfT 

B5« TOTOreidlre 

fl 0 NawLoad Qxl 

IB » Ockham 
Q3 77 OririGniap 

wagl S3 

gSTfeSi SS +096. 06 TOT 

fc™^T emTrU8t !n9 +89X4 329 9D 
*nS MS mwo W9 U I 7071 

zszssr 

SS 


Art by Langlands & Bell 
"Frozen Sky 1997" 


Bloomberg 


Price OuYW Pit Cad* 


«j0 4250 35 ■» 3 »* 

BUO *a9 6.4 M ^ 

i# SS S 

- 

nit 19 as 068 


^-:c^T- uSS 


6850k 

000 * 

289 


WO +B9 IIU 
COM *7jOO IJ Ji S 
^0 -i9iD as ** 

329 ^ K l j 220 

41650 — T-B “S 

S3 +E9 SD 8.4 »4 


729 

46126 


: S b# 

4175 31 Mk 


S srsss* 

S 2S5SS.C 


; OlM 

; t? m 


1 S3 

2681 20 2# Go*- B49 

2634 U IH _ to* 

7320 »2S Duntfhtar? 

<M 04 HZ &**■»»« 




TU T/S Itow an c roa* -u. JJ 14.1 dll J7S 

» Pto-W S -UM" 

S SSSoSETST 5| 

■2 “S o* ?;? UKESr 


:u»S an o-ri* 

«9 - a * “ M “S *2+ £3T 

Jjm +19 41 «-i " as » 

-La m +79 *4 ~ ID “"S 

25 to*uSS w 

ssa- 


SSS- ■«* S B# 

*2 l JO HA BD _ 

5l»* ■** J} Si « 

99 - 11 5S " 

™ +mo£oS 

** ■fBSS 


sa sgS s 

s£ fiO *a -anno - 2* 

to* toapaeOa 
_ 00 HTOtofip 

7 *® {££ 

2S6 JS IM**" 

481 a MM*.. 

3k 22 

3£Sst 

® 2 ShfSi 

243 Ei ft* 1 *! 

«» i+Obb 

Zrarirero* 


38 m -Pfgf »» la vS ^ 

6719 H W 25« 
M9 - H 5? -a 

JCDO - H ^ 0 

~ ii 3BJ 75« 
»9 ^ “ m M3 

S4SM512 

SJ# 




DfetribtttO*^ 

SSK»* 

aSScgf 

4 1 *8*9 

8 * l *? g 

Stt'a* 11 *" 1 

05 20 Ori*H** 

’“■•sssfsr 

z»* **!Sw 

jOOJD t*ri»l | "*’ 


09 

B#» 

3*09 

B9 

lJS 

>09 

ROM 

09 

09 

WIB 

Jtf* 

46*9 

W9 

52 

sett 


SJ 

+*g SiS 

■*«» SiS 
- u “y* 
“ 6# ## >5 

413“ U JK 

+«9 Ifl R 4 *2 

35SSJS 

■?s »S 

_ 7 * - 


°»Z 

gSSBtf 

^gs w— ' 

A**-" 

sffa* 

3SS SS*cp 

,2# GXN (J. 

att» ^ — 

gS’SK? 

Saw 

«« ^ ^ 


SS « « 

S3 38 58 SS 

asssSSS 

SSSgs 

SrsgeS 

Stasia 

*22 ” S ^ SS 

,3S -19 U 2“ 310 



8275 -19 06 
86D0X -09 55 
989 -275 09 

3KL50 -050 26 
5050 -026 U 

_ 005 41X5 13 

atfsastf^ a gs 

sr SmSw-. as 

BTO Jta-i-i. «9 I U 

S S ^ ” 

140 B tad BtaTtricT 

no 38 INV5GOArii H9 
A9 k& rraeotn* m# 

91 25 INV5CO to" jT-. 

TO IS MISS «“ 

400330 *tatnO«r 


SSlSaTO, TO9 ■'? 

D4 B4 Ktorto' 1 ^ nnn 

™ 1? ts to- IT ^,^9 
SSB^d.k»Co 1«9 479 


_ 2944 


644 ** Iifoc2^ TO* - 03 - 5“ 

I4CS »n SfSSdar Sso -1-9 29 - SBS 

HOB 2Q 80 Soo -19- - «g 

MH 40 9 BdalEJtow S5**09 23 _ MD 

TW SB 451 BW* 


079 


IIEsSo- »2 

5? ™ SETb+vH J9B9 
301 334 JUS - - 

■*SB M*9 IB" 
HS DO 5*7 B49 *39 


L25 U 
_ 1.8 
■UO 04 
-19 OJ 


-L25 16 
- 06 


+100 - 
_ 06 
_ 4.9 


_ MB 
_ 7TW 
_ 095 
_ OB 
_ 3(79 

- 6585 
. 5500 
+ 6538 
_ 7230 
_ k0» 
_ 4582 
_ 300 
_ SB 

- 1465 
_ 4839 
_ 39 
_ 2785 
_ 4321 
_ 28 W 
_ 4710 

- 4382 
_ 380 
_ 4022 
_ 2*4 



lEiS- 1 '" 5S5 --i3o S =» 

—sesu-S. 

nCumaHTOS SL9* 

MCreriattSa 009 
HCwi4*5»>Co 



Stock Prim Ch*TM PTECoTO 

4BS 285 " u RI 29 

mM udM* 3009 +09 17 B# B« 

s-Sar as a g 

SSSSlBTOri 409 +19 L# 7L4 ®4 

ars «r 

*5“ mm «S - «jrs 

1400 ®* S+Ll^nSl OT9 ” u ti 3277 

"SkStyL* a-.92#1X73S26 

5 I 9a# D75 - - “ 

S2 So +09 “ M3» 

SS. SSSS*- I4Q50 -09 M 66 HD 
TO » 22£ c * Br 479 1.9 M OO 

£ - 5?^ am . 11# « 2DI 

5£k!£ri*r »S - 1-1 9# TB2 

Life Assurance 
028 778 Branric 
sn 377 UpBCra 
574 3W London* Ha 
4Q 381 NenridiLto 
n 4B PrudBKU 

ms a stjirericpd 
596 2* Suri*#to 
£20 <23 Uritare 

»»«»« 


yns 3H Pwpmrel 

toe 520 Pro. Hal 

«D 30 tattrereBroi 

£5 44 Hretori 
44630 5#LI 
OO £23 SacvraTnre 
065 LMonPIC 

Paper ft Printing 
(65 589 AikrePi***# OODIto 

755 520 API fiai . 

308 M6 AipV^aAp - _ 

24 B BKkfotoCp ** 

451 370 Baaaraa 
226 DO Bkfdmto 

0 334 BrenanhKl 

M429 BrePsOWre* TO9 

09 44 ferae G+1> **[ 

277 H8 feari TO60 

2W 9 Capkallnd 9» 

91 56 Cn*» . 

38»2S CropprelD 
674 333 DaLaRre »99 

268 208 DripktoW »9 

223 70 Jaj» ■“ 

4B 315 toGroro TO“* 

166 a tore 

OJ a towreri OJ® 

20 08 Txrre Poro 

0 305 LowBBorw J«9 

09 68 WHpMrp M 

B9 M MkdartKW TO* 

294 8} WKWtHWI 

0 TO Pb** 

33 20 fott 
)52 223 REXAM 
H 10 RPCGreio 
IK 68 Sdtorr 
279 TO SnRfcDadS 
558 40 Sckre 
0 0 TtariarUdxir 

« H «bca 
32* ZS Vltolfotfo* 


' 6.9 HO VD 
- 3J 196 0g 
_• do 4.1 m 
x+o. - X7 206 4M9 
W 5 +79 07 »D M 

“3 eitUHlTO 
Sm 4760 60 ^ MB 
4049 +ZM» 4J BO 722S 
17100 — - - ^ 

SS - « 21 12 

U«U)D -209 3J 3SJ tow 

g -aaa 

*9 +09 I* 06 M 
09 - S7 - » 

y no tm J59 IS JM JjJJ 

mB0 '“"H « M 

4(050 _ 14 Hi 90 

real 49 17 M6 tori 
JB50 -19 67 B7 OT 
QUO . U 62 46# 
(860 


0940 M*"™*" Sro 

5SSES." S 

4 » Hrarer-r 

220 S3 Rkkmi bar, 

04 762 toSao 
« K UfokAanc 
DJVI UtoHreSre 
B4 m MdCro*" 

500 448 MBC 
338 352 TOfoarEa* 
zb ss rerere 
J4 24 MoarBrid 
U3 qs TtaddawAI 
731 82 fo8 
295 20 MrfoP 
270 340 PropPrerdp 
39 21 Rafail fo<« 

• a B0ta 
173 OD Wj«TO 
71 n SpTOCkudO" 

BS M Swat 
maO SracMri 
232 DZ a ufo re nK y 


039 

MAh 

5959 

3060 

HJO 

269 

EB9 


s *ar 


_ 0 


438 O 1# 270 TOO 

_ w 

17 BO 580 
: 1# 67 35® 

2M9 - u - 

009 -89 33 307 95 

^ raass 

_ 4,9 18.9 -O0 

,89 36 01 W 
-19 2# *7 
7 1.4 340 BS5 
_ 1A - no 
^ .19 UK « 
*009 

M9 I 47 MA MO 
”m : 52M» 
2*75 f* W S 

oa +19 M 1*1 Hg 
QUIto _ 36 80 7788 
.19 4D Zl! TO* 
49 IJ 47J 6856 

inuu « 

. 17 U W4 

_ 47 Ol ® 

405 _ 2J4 TS* 
_ 17 640 3S72 
_ 45 127 » 
•19 3 I D# 387* 
.19 60 RI 
_ 37 142 229 
- - - TOO 


ma Mforaff" 
2S» KD3Ptoyl 
278 B6 WTeCro 
46 34 Orta 
823-04 Parity 
86 m PlwroWt 
.. _ P i mdtora 
575 220 PSD 


«9 

2239k 

37*9 

949 

(#9 

M25 

949 

R69 

609 

3209 

299 

0*9 


" m i££~ 


Pharmaceutkals 


TOW BD 

■329a +19 3# R4 9X7 
ELS -050 56 H4 JJ 
AS _ 33 M TOI 
«09 *560 42 U H 
049 4X9 XI HI M 
209 +M0 16 DJ B0 
aa.ro _ 49 HI J*® 

_ 11 a 1 ®» 

J9 3J 07 W 
_ 60 DO 340 
, 83 80 BS 
_ Z4 63 B46 
39 84 106 UO 
_ 17 H4 64** 
284 17 « 

1 _ HUB* 

. 53 U* 580 

_ 16 MO 200 
. 46 U!« 

_ 66 7# OD 
-19 50 #8 H26 

. 32IU» 

2789 -lallJUTO 
HUD _ 6# 07 2780 
re on _ J# #4 Mi 
2900 +39 - - 9 

DIOO *49 D W ™ 
□Sk -19 2# I>7 2*43 
060 k -3M 60 7J »« 
9(9 -19 2# B6 TUXi 
asm -29 27 6J 20* 
nm -09 - 46 3223 

J09 _ 5J U7 3224 

199 -39 46 BO 3240 


53 V Ala)" *. 

K K BrtrehSoraOi 
EH 39 Caato Amfeedy 
10 60 Careak Mitral 
02 VS CritoriiGp 


369 
039 
ennn 
09 - - 

norm -19 - 
3C9 +19- 


-99 - 
49 - 


446 IO GrianTOdp 
28**0 Gk»l«« 
mo rtretopJoBLS 
331 S Mriton 
245 «, r*. Lata 
40 88 OalWreto 

40 30 foridaTh 
» DB RforiinetPI*" 
H 9 Proa*, he 
70 138 SoodaWdp 
M 422 *Barek 
49 0 Swrimraa 

94 422 SttaadiA 
2825 W20ZB4ECA 


- no 

- SHE 
_ W73 

- ISO 
_ 044 

_ ia 

479* +19 - 646 230* 
8449 +179 H30 S 
469 _ - 66 B8 

E&80 _ 36 53J 62M 

mm +19 - 2540 600 

255-00 69 - - D» 

2879 _ — - 3387 

38L50 *19 - - 2248 

000 -19 - - 0 

inS — _ - 664* 

079 +69 IJ 442 b0 
a m -09 — - 6D4 

8379 +660 !J 442 
jguo on 17 P9 BBS 


a no 

B$t» StHrito 
JIM TO 
BV D4 ib<KB8Wi 
09 TtoCaaBK 
1)8 DO Tnfoid IV 
275 TSB WkrorefiK* 

3(| 328 ritantorri 
090 VOreQy 

RetaHers. Food .. __ 

whK •>«- - 

„ “ ZK, 409 --Mil*® 

“ * ?£f“* quo, . - ow® 

»rS ’'SS 
i“Ebv* ss^rssss 
SS, K“ ,&P 309.69“ oJw 
“SSia- S3 "Sto™ 
iSSSE— »3 *? «S5 S 

5 5 5E5?Tp 509 +19 42 3XJ TO* 
Retailers, General 
S £ M9K - <1 U.l 6BW 

XS TO MMCtoiKKt TO60 +'■» 5# 0.1 B» 

SSSS*cT sS' iSiSej™ 
99 53- M™ 

n Ml AwatoieMl £3 T 46 W OD 
257 MB Preafo K+ad ^ u M ffi 

B9 _ 66 DD H0 

DUO _ 2J H7 807 

1099 - II R6 306 

47UO *09 IJ 200 038 

□79 _ 49 D# DO 

0479a -49 M 3DJ B09 

459 +(9 2J2 266 6S72 

asgio. «. :S£ 3« 

9 S3 tori™ 309 +29 IJ B6 2*44 
SSwT ^ 9 ^9 M 2U3 <S4 

m m rtrin-^-m 3899 +250 - - .... 

722 462 DkareaGp 599* -49 27 H# TO 

53 19 EkeBouripia *9 - - 2S>9 25* 

m «a £»? ms - ii j “ 

paw BaaAnDre Ig9 - 5-0 “ 

0 BB RrodEanh 2289 -49 IJ 

+00 167 forcHCo* »« 

401 256 Gridrett* ZffiM 
798 586 GtUrir 
324 232 HiCfiKii — - -- 
SB » Haari*i MWO 

a 05 HuriFraMT H09 
#17 25 PSpora 
966 652 Rarildar 


Pri* Ck*VTd PfECreto 

75JD *09 13 U » 
3409+1409 0* 46X S® 
am -19 1 I ®s 

4X50a +09 1B a I JW 

199 - UB-»» 

8J0 _ U 22# 630 

369 - - - " 

H79 +U60 - - 

3579 *1X60 - OB'* 

-■ 9 X# JJ 6«B 

TO9 - S 2 ** “S 

2*675 OK I I 3J7 7T£ 

M|B - 49 941 “+ 

S3 «u«» 

#nu) .JQO - ^ 

XOOO *5J» l.f 24B JO 
209 _ XI 237 B* 

iaaab>+359 OJ d-J 
Ml SO — A-f ™ 
849 -400 73 79 769 
5739 .<29 07 31 5 50 
+79 06 S 7 W 
BM9 _ 07 58D 7SQ 

K&9 -mua; ® 

^■mnn +19 Ifl B 2 2 B 8 

50® - - - iS? 

cm .39 - - ® 

2399 +'9 20 M TO4 

089 . OO 9-1 WTO 

<431 +19 27 114 <731 
909 . 66 R7 3» 

earn* - *6 

aoo£ - 25 »» sw 
an -an* 
BJO *09 OB - TO 

«00 - 4# 00 D 

919 -1® I- 4 M 0 


172 M2 B**ri«(I) 
9 DO Break 
D4 86 Bcaarrara 
552 39 Stock* Lah 
B4 OO Body Sa» 

935 40 Ba«* 

446 35 Brre<0 (N) 


TOD)— 

non tohnhc 
JOB BB Rrearid&P 
HI 10 Kudo Grp 
ms 78 #74 

515 U HnbanWkan 
mm BritaBN . 

242 O RK«Sn> 

B2D 632 tore __ 

BO 90 Sri rrea n |C| 

H) 0 Sandtrton B 
(71 UO SritcR**"* 

DM BB Serna Gp 
BUMS SoraGp 

eo as to«Hd 

SB 202 Shared hri 

0 9 StaipnGarea 
«B 38 Sred+cr 
138 IB STOW 
ZB n Sre-Pta* 

nza TOtK 
2® w UDO 
2*73 UmWBlStor 

S 2J4 VAmRcyriM 

46 Wtanra»P«" 

07 68 WSPGmra 

iTeleoorwnuideations 

OTW BT SB®. *19 < I 02 

536-01 OlalWrtlaw 
ZB W C* WCorarar 
380 20 Bre**^ 

2d 78 GwCto 
435 S tonic* 

DO IB Orrere 
346 2« 5*cancre 
03 O TdaMtore 
94 2C3 VWhtana 

1 Textiles ft Appard 

140 78 AtaonrehaW 99 
206 9 AOKriTrei 
2>i 166 BtadlWp Wj® 

06 DO fotooroCr ®50 

MB CJaroma* £* 

<9 8* Core*Vl»«» »® 

3M 24S CoreoifekTtK W6® 

258 Mb O wto h n Cp 
IBM HGp 

0 ( HartnoaaGp 
1(0137 «d*«P 
#2 Ho«» 

D5 295 Rrea>5aad 
DO 0 L*aaw 
DO IB LaadiGp 
D 30 Urea RH 
39 U ParidKriCp 
ISM PHdredGp 
481) Raritan 
46 77 Sfccraaed Gp 
71 9 Sntor 
44 32 SO** 

205 47 Yioridpfo 


l P l- 

:en 

ep- 

iad 

/■ 

ce- 

his 

?P- 

wn 


in 

:k- 

in- 

Pe 

37 

>th 

ire 

■es 

ic- 

:k- 

ne 


_ 02 

99100, -20 9 XJ IBS "g 
299® -69 - JM 2BB 
399 *n® - - 

■ 9 - - - ™ 

a&OO -650 - - 

viido -mo - - 4” 

»9 *99 06 2#2 2® 
769 - - - 3*° 

50400**209 U 4X4 35/7 


_ S.9 06 667 
♦ LOO 6 # 110 B50 
• 1 ® 66 - M» 

_ 44 08 D30 
_ DP - WO 
49 OJ UJ MB5 
*39 60338# WO 
2JB9 +29 14 06 SBS 
nten . U 63 ® 
900, -67-01 

2409 +59 40 144 22*2 

Z75 +09 - - ° 

_ 44 6.1 2378 

07 6 B 2 + 0 * 

.100 74 76 2424 
- 72 22 Z+g 

_ 7J 4# 273S 

... _ - 1.9 406 «i 

38JSi> +4US U 87 ZB29 
149 . 1 ® 00203 OM 
_ 0.9 77 2B3 
4U0 86 89 30B 

_ (XI 4J 0 


3D® 

H»9 

»M 

229 

ID9k 

109 


539 

149 

90® 


□27® +79 14 157 
(489 <MU 46 » 
599 -I® 47 Ofl a® 
4359 -M9 - - 52 

7*69 -U® O XI M 
B19 +1® - *6 66* 
5KX® -59 U 307 
5909 -H® 41 U ® 


SSS^s-*** w® 
SSS^co|S '* 

SB 3Q ptoh Ail SniCo _z. . 

ra»4 Old Morel 5A IB® 



30 2*9 Pipe UKSreCo 



^ DB Adre dcTricnra 

sseS- 

S<48 tooHtodlo^_ 

WSB SSk*"" 

BS El OACkoe 
HOBO Credn 

515 SS* 

MMSEranoMT 

8D4 4B7 Rarireto 

233 » GGTaow 
SI ES GWXGiwp 


3329 *49 2J 276 
p£ - 70 RI 

(69 - ID »° 

K79 +29 - - 

an _ xi 11. • 

TOBB - M 206 

19 - - SO 

3009 - XB D.B 

019 -I® 49 IB# PD 

KAflO +7® 2# 31.9 3382 

SSSo _ 30 198 60+ 

4309 ■»« “ 2n 

jam - U 81 

aim -06 - 

men *1® •# S7J 
949 +09 - B6 

jSSk+to® Tj Z5J JW3 
VIB, - 14 *4 *" 
KD29 J9 '* 4U 
UA nftn HA u JW *5 

W&9 - 4^ to* 6480 

4869 .29 - - 

2109 - 4fl 

ntt - urn 



HJ] _ 47 DO SB 
earn _ u 2M ra 
24)9 - - 29.1 ffl 

B49 _ SJ PA MB 

809 - 72 0.9 ZOO 

OOO +19 14W® 
30050 _ U 72S 2(83 

73KS2X -09 10 «0 M 
24Q9 *1® 47 200 BU 
U4O0 _ 14 241. 680 
4449 +49 26 29# BB 
re am _ IJ 212 DE 

2719)1 - 14 200 0 

*9 +U 5 _ B# 2Mfi 
BOO -025 - XU 086 
rig, ® +29 l.l 6 IJ K» 
»9 - 2 # - TO7 

1 kid 3119 -1® - - Z2B 

R89 _ 1# 203 43H 

TOO® 

Ik9 

tow UUOa - 

awira _ 

vu 5flM - 

Sac W® - 


sa 34 k 

»» 584 4(1 

<» J#** 1 



«l HB 0 WntoraCiiy 


_ J.9 16.1 WO 

•09 - X3 0 

16 M as? 

18 162 *77 

IA SI W8 

1.1 » m 

- _ 06 M» 

PE® _ _ 602 9® 

HJJJO - XI 03 2072 

ITS 16 06 2D* 

<77® +09 U DJ V 

O4D0a - X# - Pa 

DO® - - K S 

30® -IAMJ SJ m 
w«« - 073265 2235 

n.00 _ 16 R4 STB 


+25 2*8 Uberty 

m 26 iwV* 

(71 e» Mataasp 

MOTTO* 

385 X7 MretBrot 
BO 562 Nwt 
0 73 Ttaon 

422 BO Oiri* Saras 
OB 751 tomtom 
Kl 53 5reaGp 
86 47 San 
37 27 . Sprit Grp 
405 Hi MhWH 

mow Seriato)* 

306 B4 StonhauK 
07 72 Stjto 

TJX E3 T A 5 Score 
0 06 lad Briar 
2* QS Them 
204 BB Tk to* 

340 232 Una 
5+4 325 Vandoa* Li+> 
305 03 Whkre 
J4 23B WyreriaGto 


09 22.4 SO 

. J6 8* OT 

TKOOx +X9 ID 204 037 
■mm +3JD0 17106 01 
.79 4# 0.1 BM 
_ X# - TO 

MUO +B® 0) 4BJ 330 
9589 -19 XT 211 5*08 
BSOQ - Ifl 106 BO 

a® _ - OTO B» 

52UO -39 19 216 BB* 
mm. +29 46 162 60® 
ZB® 

7509 
739 
M49 
99 
51® 

+6® 


_ Jfl *J » 

-39 17 23# DS+ 

_ 9# 0# 05? 
- 6J 7.4 — 

. U B8S2I 
_ *7 7.1 4426 
-19 0.1 166 80 

3525 +025 - Ml BBS 

rental +49 4.3 511 MB 
M79 +7® - - M» 

aub -im nuns 
7(9 +19 73 a.I m 
mm - 46 OJ 30*1 
*49 4X9 - - M4 

15550, -19 B.9 □> ® 
•49 +1 n 44 8# mb* 
2429* *19 IS 010 B20 
<789 +19 17 Ol 804 
■m m _ _ _ 996 

99 - 26 2X4 7764 


Tobacco 

04 40 BAIkato 
20 244 dtahar 
40 M taotreTtota 

iTramport 
18 M ArerehnSri 
220 247 A B tori 
04 DO An6a 
*» 250 Aaarinpc 
06 04 Aart Ea- 
st 440 BAA 
7(4 4*7 BrAtoamm 
ID 88 -CtortonaH 
MS C Ojikpora 
340 BB Dan Gp 
220 80 nre onrgotp 
B* 55 Ea roai aril 
2*B B mCnrnp 
B7 10 FOharl 
60 520 For* Poro 
S3 424 GreMreri 
554 395 GnodaDm* 
177 B MB Ufa 

04 0 porta 


5(i00 -59 6# 86 B03 
39® -09 - 8 J 7m 

<nflOx 69 U >06 DTI 


mm 


_ XI 107 43® 
2*9® 4J9 M 163 Ml 
3729 +49 41 111 
3B QM 
BO® 

5D9 


D3 02 NFC 
0140 OeeaaGro 

79 590 PflO 


Government Securities 


ss ■rfisa 

5S M Hfl 38D 

Jdtt ” 4l 04 

jnen +2UOO - M gam 
20 «| -Jg *5 a 5 W> 
TO* ■'* ii n «» 

99® - U _ KB 

“HJ -I® » « » 


52 —TO 

lodex-Unketi ^ mnuiin 

mo iom #.0 u »» 

196+1 Bto^ SSaO MS -DM ^ *? 

Q4-B0 V* zk® -<»J( UO » 

».« S& 2 c® BfcST - 0 « XB *» 


M7 * r ~-^ 

nj) D 0 l« X 5 jrR.U® 

ran 176#* Td DXX5 D 

SS i?b«« 
no w * 1 

K 6 ^ 


05.0 -044 X® J® 
aril 4M4 Xfe 3MB 

(MB -a® XB att 

HUS -O- 43 lM 125 

1 a S 5£-» - - “ * 


a— alt 

Htfh Law S««*i 
77® (1.41 Grei 36« P«P 
raid 44.0 Wtor3JSfop 
(08 es Cr»«*«V 

Shores 

H9 9998 Tijr7JSl» 

flT2 K5J7 toStott 
099 TO® TOO OX® 

tat-2 4 (JUS Tw9JXB9 
^5 0# ta*i H2SXW 
BOH tot 47 Tty 0-5X9* 

99J 9775 T^SXB* 


PriOrt Qtg YtolCpdi 

71® -#37 4® HOI 
S##| -OS 6J6 JQO 
Bja JU2 6J5 OK 

fjriqfl 09 7J7622S 

I ff 55 JI02 7X5 30* 

IBJ5 JUH 79 3DB7 
aw» JlflZ (92 30 
K&O -#9 6#63DO 
KM66 4UB 674 3H5 
59.0 4UB 6*4 0H 


AI Irtt 1 ’ > — tpiBOii*«“ 

SIS £3|« “SK 

* -- *-7«*ro ™ 5a &6J 302 1 0*64 HUtalhiTOM 


7® ■#■* - 


,99 J® 

_ 01460* 36#S T®!*"*!* 


9775 *94 4 UB wr MB 

BM( COO Con BUS* »» +“■ 

Med, “ mS JM® 006 MO 3B3 

Ht 006 662 TO 

■OB 419 69306 


Q+raak 

rt*n Law'SrtPdr 

hi. 9 CMOTor ** 0 
OT.If »® "TO TOO 
0X47 9838 TipTSOI , 
C3.I6 98.16 ~c*7X ffi 
U300 D966 Tty 975X02 
aw Cl WO tt. 1 * 78*0 

Httf 09* % 0*0 - 
n® BXS6 Tty M 5X04 
•UO fija FiredlBtM 
B#0 OOl0 Gm 99&H 
Afl «® %*7S*0» 
0J5 0X9 Ca »«*0 
QU( BAS! T*y 05X ffi 
HCk 059 TiyOSLa 
KM W.94 T^7J5*« 
(767) tt-17 TsyBXIft 
UQ.C «J9 T<776*tt 


R«d 

Prica Ox YMCodP 

09® jOO* 6S4JW 
n.K -001 7.6 385 
DJ4 ■#.□ 6 « SW 
row 46 630 401 
ia» -ft* 3D» 

KJ77S 4LB 637 6407 
H7OT -a B 692 3094 
nu jub 694 3EI 

«.B -ao 5 .K SMB 

asn -0.79 625 l*W 
10297 4J.B *70 6479 
08.44 4L2S «? *479 
00 OB 631 3H9 
M#9 -US ttt 332S 
0.8 42® 62 26® 
063 4LK 640 326 
08.97 413 


6 .M 4552 


51 week 

|H6gh Law Sttdc 
BX0 l»J» TbU35*0 
aa 0535 Tiy#69tn7 
09.0 9672 Tflr7J»0 

04. □ Wfl9Ti»9*(0 

HtTB 0L3B TS*r«i» 

iLongs 

MM B672 T*f 63S* 0 
0® 093 Coo 9* II 

rirtW 10.0 Tiy » 0 
969 B894 Tj||5J*a 
03 03 T*r»D 
at 41 *894 Tty 775X8 
m.0 0 X 6 TqrKB 
B47 0871 TiyBJS* 0 
06.7? O" T^fIKII 


Wort <H WCada 
BUi -as 637 381 
06® 423 68 385 
OBJ* 4134 60 220 
B28 4LM 606644 
(J® UO in IM 


8097 4)J4 6B E7I 
OS® 42® 66 tot# 
1269 42® 6.17 SKI 
M.B-M UHM 
IB. 9 413 617 <771 

SCO 42® 822 IS 
QQJ4 413 6n 3*9 
0993 4L34 60 5735 
17X78 -8® 607 5U0 


Support Servtees 

620 386 AEAlbdam 

W 71 AfcfaArni 
®» ArttoiGp 
44 2S4 AAkaWS 

9049 BPP 
an BSMGrp 
718 40 we ^ ^ 

404 BB OpB Gp 

«S99S Ott 
a S Cod* Grp 
W » Cn-Pd , 

1® 03 CreprerirtTO 
325 236 Dm Sara 
30 » DCS Grp 
M> 640 Ddphl • 
BQSODhgHd 
US Drttaon Grp 

09405 Bdnc 
180 00 HGitara 
3905 FtampNah 
9*56 Haya 
277 ffi HaBtofata 
0 ® 660 BAM4p 
28S7SJ) NwGpOnn 
«« kUneraoCap 
SS52S KawP Sr- 
HO 671 Lops 
545 S LoaBt*%a5w 
H 77 lyncTOdD 
EN M-ECtp 
9®« mTCnT 
40 3D M«n>« 

a® ms 

MB htomre AITO7 
1 2HB023 nen Fp— 


0) S4J TmntB 
407 27S T ntorewre 
20 ID Trwnpnrt Dre 
S4« LU Canton 


_ _ -896 

-29 II U no 

540® *6® 36 9-7 C2SB 
7X50 -29 64 86 TO4 
HX50 _ 44 S26 B8S 
yy>wn _ 15 Dl 440* 
2)09 *150 13 m 440* 

oinn _ _ _ 48*4 

225 DO, 3® I' **7 „ 

mm _ 18 B5 ZDS 

entan _ x# 66 59 

OUB - 1.9 160 «9 

SSUSa +2® 24 D.9 22M 

OX® *7® 10 D< 38S2 

77® +0® 12 22 J 2656 

ram _ 32 152 0*8 

QUO *1® XT »- «™ 

W30M *100 +0 3230 0» 

597® - 3J 211 «6 

n® _ . - i»5 

«sn 4uo 56 >7-1 no 

9zxoo»-4aoo 31 a» « 

2+407 _ 27 BJ OT 

79790* +160 16 a.1 (» 

SMOO . It U » 
I® - - 6*3 

. 6.1 01 KM 

recn -IDO 11 11 H 


7S2® 49 04 649 
rantlrt *230 IB 400 

7L00 - 31 73 “ 

569 - - - MJ 

fil® - - SI ffi 
HB® -I® 5* 81 166+ 
SET® +2® JD 3SJ JSO 
1*0® - 50 06 MM 

20® -500 - - -027 

7059 +21® 20 136 3B2 
30® 49116 7U QO 
M® _ IJ 43 *21 . 
0UO +000 04 6AA «H I 
a® +12® - - HB2 I 

29100 +TD9 17 23# Z95 
309 +3® 29 3 1 2910 
TWti _ 4.1 17.1 100 
36*9 +M® 06 587 2C5) 
aw no +7® io X5 600 \ 
me +7000 - - CEB 

3600 +1® - - *73 

ratlin +409 - BB TOP 
OK®. +59 07 754 45B 
3889 - - - 2®2 

907® +7® L3 361 600+ 
Sa® +3® <7 SB an 
N5® 17® 06 07 2B 

20® +49 58 05 T3M 
y 9 *1® - M 2387 
£7500*+ 269 1.9 W » 
BS7® -09 M H9 OB 
PA+n _ - - 

MOW +050 '-B 23 2£ 
IM® *4® 41 &j 3®B 
■MB -WBIBJMOT 
Ytonn _ 95 90 
44 ® +850 — - 895 

S5®k +0® M 302) -777 
007® *209 - - SP7 


™ w _ 52 06 +on 
B*7®. -1® ‘0 98 

i3 U So 

1 44 m 5725 

rat U wa ‘ 9S®» -7® 68 BJ 409 

ran 51 MtoiLr«Mkl VSIO +7® 57 »-5 Stt 
S0 5S Manenj 5S +wi n m 4» 

ssuss’ir ^ “ s 

454M -BM 52 ao +W 

mmiHiLai caOta+KM 5# B5 <* 

® IWW"" 1 re. ++. . 1 OR 4 fl *4 400 

» » ^ - gST W « W 

i^a, .ft® 50 K16 TOB 


355 320 TorV Wttervio 
545 J15 lariahn 


Stack 

Recent Issues 
Im 




D4® 

25*® 


-#25 

a® 


source; BlOOHrtMSTfl 

WWV i7j3too mber 9.com/aft 




Jl'. 


the independent 

THURSDAY 5 FEBRUARY t998 


24 


24/BUSINESS 


How long before the jobs market 
pulls the inflation trigger? 


PEOPLE & 
BUSINESS 



DIANE 
COYLE 
ON SIGNALS 
THAT ARE 
FLASHING RED 


One of the thorniest questions 
facing the Bank of England’s 
Monetary Policy Committee as 
it decides what to do about in- 
terest rates this morning is just 
how tight the labour market has 
become, lo put it in p lain Eng- 
lish, arc there so few people avail- 
able for jobs which employers 
want to fill that wages are going 
to start climbing faster? If so, it 
will be a pretty good sign that the 
monetary brakes need to be ap- 
plied to the economy again. 

This always seems insanely 
hawkish to anybody who looks 
around them and sees that 
there are still many unem- 
ployed people and so much 
poverty, but the real problem in 
economic policy is not how to 
expand demand for employees 
- that’s easy. The trouble is that 
expanding the economy when 
the people without work cannot 
do the jobs on offer - because 
they do not have the skills or 
they live in the wrong part of the 
country - will trigger inflation. 
As we know from bitter expe- 
rience in Britain, this harms 
long-term growth and produc- 
tivity and penalises low earners 
and small savers. Matching the 
people to the jobs is a pre- 
condition for running the econ- 
omy at lower interest rates. 

Even though unemployment 
is still higher than in 1979, there 
are real fears that the five-plus 


years of growth since the depths 
of tire recession have soaked up 
the supply of labour that is 
both available and suitable. 

Start with the anecdotal ev- 
idence. One JobCentre in M3- 
ton Keynes has acquired fame 
by announcing that It has three 
jobs for every person on its reg- 
ister seeking work. Throughout 
the South-east - which is, un- 
fortunately, where the jobs are 
being created for the most part 
- it is plain that employers are 
having to fin low-paid jobs for 
cleaners and staff in fast-food 
joints with foreign students and 
immigrants. 

Earlier this week a new sur- 
vey of the construction indus- 
try by the Chartered Institute of 
Purchasing and Supply reported 
shortages of almost every type 
of budding worker imagina ble, 
from brickies to the most skilled 
electricians. Other surveys have 
reported skill shortages - that 
is. worker shortages - in other 
industries from information 
technology to retailing. 

Anecdotal evidence is not 
enough, however. What about 
the statistics? They have shown 
a modest pick-up in earnings 
growth as unemployment has 
declined. But most economists 
have been surprised and 
cheered by the fact that the fall 
in unemployment has been so 
great for so little acceleration in 
pay. In the 12 months to De- 
cember the number of unem- 
ployment benefit claimants 
declined by about 470.000 - a 
jobless rate of just 5 per cent, 
or below what many experts 
would have considered to be 
“full" employment. Meanwhile, 
underlying average earnings 
growth climbed from 4.5 per 
cent in November 1996 to 4.75 
per cent a year later. 

Unfortunately both indica- 
tors are very flawed as measures 
of the tightness of the labour 
market, as the Office for Na- 
tional Statistics (ONS) has in- 
dicated by its announcement 
earlier this week of improve- 
ments to the published statistics 
starting in ApriL The claimant 


Private verses public pay 




count measure of unemploy- 
ment has been distorted - or fid- 
dled. if you prefer - by at least 
10 changes to the benefit rules 
since 1979, all except one tend- 
ing to reduce the headline job- 
less total. An alternative 
measure of unemployment is 
available, based on the Labour 
Force Survey rather than figures 
collected from benefit offices, 
which conforms to the Interna- 
tiona] definition of unemploy- 
ment as the number of people 
seeking work and available to 
work within the next two weeks. 

The two measures - the 
claimant count and the LFS 
measure -generally move in the 
same direction. When unem- 
ployment is high they are dose 
together. When it falls they 
move apart, reflecting the fact 
that the drop in the LFS total 
is limited by the number of dis- 
couraged or marginal workers 
who start looking for work 
again during good times. The 
gap is now 500,000, about as 
high as it has ever been since the 
survey began. 

Although a less distorted 
measure has been available, 
commentators have always 
focused on the claimant count 
It is monthly, while the survey 
is published quarterly, and it is 
more np to date. In future the 
ONS wfll publish a rolling three- 
month average of unemploy- 


ment as measured by the 
survey, so although it will still 
lag behind it will provide new 
and more reliable information 
about how many people are 
finding work - or joining or 
withdrawing from the work- 
force - each month. 

The statisticians are also 
improving their presentation 
of the earnings figures. In the 
past they have based each 
month's “underlying average 
earnings" on a three-month 
average of the past two actual 
figures and an estimate for 
next month. This bizarre 
method is to be replaced by a 
rolling three -month average, 
which will simply smooth out 
volatile fluctuations in actual 
pay growth. This will mean 
fewer revisions, so each new 
figure gives a better guide to 
inflationary pressure in the jobs 
market 

The latest figures showed 
underlying earnings growth 
picking up to 4.75 per cent dri- 
ven by both the booming service 
sector and the subdued manu- 
facturing sector. This rate is at 
the border of what the Bank of 
England has said it thinks to be 
consistent with meeting the 
inflation target 

The Monetary Policy Com- 
mittee has, therefore, probably 
spent some time discussing 
whether the increase in earnings 


growth reported last month 
will be sustained or even ac- 
celerate further. A worrying 
fight is shed on this question if 
private and public sector pay axe 
distinguished. The pay bill 
freeze in the public sector 
means growth in earnings is 
holding down the overall aver- 
age. Private sector pay growth 
has climbed well past 5 per cent 
according to City economists 
who calculate them separately. 
From ApriL the ONS will itself 
publish rates for private and 
public sectors separately. 

What this means is that the 
mini -miracle that some spy in 
the recent performance of the 
UK jobs market - falling un- 
employment for almost no cost 
in terms of higher wage 
inflation - is at least partly a 
sleight of the statistical hand. 
The figures that have been put 
under the monthly spotlight in 
the past have exaggerated the 
favourable split between jobs 
and pay. More important, they 
have hidden the fact that the 
good news is the result of a pub- 
lic sector incomes policy. That 
affects some 6 million out of 22 
million employees in Britain. 

Little wonder that Gordon 
Brown, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, and other ministers 
have been exhorting us all to 
restrain ourselves in demanding 
pay rises for the sake of the 
long-term health of the eco- 
nomy. The silent incomes policy 
will not be sustainable if private 
sector pay pulls ever further 
ahead of public sector wages. 
The improved ONS figures will 
make the chasm plain to see 
from ApriL 

As for the Bank’s derision 
today, burrowing into the 
labour market figures suggests 
that out of ail the available 
inflation indicators they are 
flashing the most insistently 
red. Upgrading the skills and 
aptitudes of the 1.9 million 
unemployed in order to move 
the metaphorical traffic fights 
much further back is a bigger 
task which does not impinge on 
today's interest rate decision. 


JOHN 

WILLCOCK 



W illiam Hague, the august leader of the 
Opposition, works out regularly at a gym in 
Dolphin Square in Pimlico, so I am informed 
by a local resident 

Originally, Mr Hague was to be seen first 
rhmg in the morning wearing a grey singlet, 
revealing his “puny shoulders”, with his then- 
gxiifriend Ffion “trailing two steps behind 
him ", according to my spy. 

Now that he’s spliced, Mr Hague has taken 
to wearing a T-shirt which covers up his mus- 
culature in the gym rather more effectively. 
And Ffion walks two steps in front 

Whatever can it ail mean? 


Mr Sbarman, international chairman of 
accountants KPMG, revealed the secret of his 
shrinkage yesterday at a press conference to 
discuss KPMG's snail-like progress past the 
European competition authorities, as it seeks 
permission to merge with fellow bean- 
counting leviathan Ernst & Young. 

Mr Sbarman said he had lost one and, a 
half stones since the merger plans were an- 
noonced last May. The meiger means bemust 
commute weekly to the US and elsewhere to . 
co-ordinate talks with the rest of the firm 
around the globe. 

He sai d the only way he could handle all 
the transatlantic flying and resultant jet lag 
was by ab staining from all artificial stimulants, 
tpui i as alcohol and coffee. He now practically 
lives on camomile tea, he said. 

Doesn't complete abstinence seem a harsh 
price to pay, even for a merger? “It’s for a 
limited period only," Mr S harm an replied, 
saying he would be aide to quaff ales and slurp 
coffee to his heart’s content once the merger 
went through. 

This is pretty important, bearing in mind 
Mr Shannan owns his own vineyard, at his 
farm in Sussex. “As I said, it's a temporary 
gesture," the newiy-sveJte auditor concluded. 


Even the most lucrative of mega-mergers can 
have their inconvenient side effects, as Brian 
Cahill has found to his cost. 

Mr CahiU is director of group legal services 
at Glaxo Wellcome, and as such was due to 
address a high-powered conference for the 
drugs industry in Brussels this Friday. 

He was to have used the occasion, 
organised by City law firm Beachcroft 
Stanleys, to enlighten the audience as to the 
benefits of a single market for European phar- 
maceuticals. 

Now the proposed £100bn merger with 
SmithfClim- Beecham has given Mr Cahill 
something rather more immediate to worry 
about. So he’s pulled out 

The opening thus created has been filled 
by arch-rivals Zeneca, who have parachuted 
their director of government and economic 
affairs, Dr Jim Attridge, in to give the 
Brussels speech in Mr Cahill’s place. It’s an 
HI wind ... 


Tb the Savoy on Tuesday night, for an evening 
of gambling on the gee-gees in aid of the 
charity Action on Addiction. 

The sparkling event, attended by the 
great and the good, was organised by the wife 
of Ian Stradum, boss of BTR. 

Most of the evening was spent betting on 
old horse races shown on a large screen, while 
at the end there was an auction for various 
items like an afternoon in a box at Ascot-The 
evening raised £66,000 in total. 

Spotted amongst the throng was David 
Telling, chairman of Mrtie Group, the sup- 
port services company. 

Also spotted was Gerry Robinson of 
Granada, who did not stick his hand up at any 
point in the auction. 

This was probably pretty smart of him, 
considering Mr Robinson was due to attend 
Granada's agm yesterday, where he faced stiff 
questioning from institutional shareholders 
about the pay-off he and other directors 
pocketed in return for reducing their sever- 
ance pay entitlements. 


You’ve all heard of the Nigel Lawson diet, 
which enabled our former Chancdlor to shrink 
from a blimp to a greyhound, albeit a rather 
wrinkly one; now welcome the Colin S bar- 
man dieL 


ICN Pharmaceuticals, a giant American 
drugs group with five businesses in Russia, has 
just elected Andrei V Kozyrev, former min- 
ister for foreign affairs of Russia in 1990-96, 
to its board of directors. Mr Kozyrev played 
a key role in the new foreign policy following 
perestroika, and he opposed the coup of 1991. 
At that point Boris Yeltsin sent him to Paris 
to set up a democratic Russian government 
in exile in case the coup succeeded. 

At least ICN will know who to send in to 
deal with any recalcitrant shareholders ... 
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RA CING 

Jockey Club fails to explain itself 

Sa y “L™ e ' &dns wcre ™ e ^“ k ^ <wn,uaI - re ^ ,orid “ tCh f-“ hara ' 1 and,t,sund 

. Uo'flr • T. - -I 



1USCU- 

‘ « ..«=nces wrrecuy Danned. W emeraed and expertly pierced neeo 10 uc . TnAev Club will continue to do 

‘ as the It is the confidence in racing’s a cnsccnl of (division cam- Anything 

Wpf^on strengthened ^ awxne J 1 > however, that has been eramen, snappers and hades, re- our Ucences b 30 * „ . . . . L -:_#~^n I nfhnreerBana. 

that the Jockey Club 1 called into question. “I’ve spent laiiina Ilf tlf* mfirt* ihflll their KSV. 

_• _*_z ■ .« 10 years workinp with the Jndc- 

nw reacting to, rather 

thaifi controlling, events. 

Ridrard Edmondson 


lawmen, however, that has been eramen, snappers and hades, re- our licences baotsma ta ^ the mtegdiyoThorseraang.^ 

called into question. “I*ve spent laying little more than their joy. rival is still my wwam- The Jockeys themselves will 

10 years woiidng with the Jock- Gallagher said: “I’m delighted. The ndeis were note ^continue to do what theydo 

ey Club but the last seven days I will not ride tomorrow or Fri- tered.howwer.ano besL Caulfield added: “TJe 

have been difficult 1 felt we may day because Pve missed a few there had h^ en itwa * mos t natural environment for 

have received a better response,” days but by Saturday I will be plea bargaining, , ^ These jockeys is on a horse and 

Michael Caulfield, secretatyLo lOOper cent fit.” ,he J ock^ Club who had ten environ- 

the Jockeys’ Association, said Aspell is likely to be the first rescued RatnCT ntcnl is sitting in highly P 055 " 

^ , „ . yesterday. “Their behaviour has in action as be w01 partner side from a hatdeship^iney r^ - 

Ono^of the mart humiliating been curious to say the least,but 

weeks m the history of the the jockeys can now return to RICHARD EDMONDSON 
JockQf Club (formed 1752) their working environment" NAP: Classic Find 

ended at 1 3.09 yesterday when There is little doubt the Jock- (UngfieW 3-50) 

t#mte Oshnrni* Dean Gal- **■■ ’• - ’ , ■ — . “*■ " — w — 1 — 


reports. 


NB: New Yorker 
(LingfieW 4.20) 


LLH.UI 'O — — - - 

saoe num a u«uw™. K ' — J — . H meetiDES at Ftirtman 

reived a dap on the bottom with “fSg-thtein- 

a rowing boat crar. but natural, media inter- 

Tbe Jockey Club produced jockeys 

no evidence against the ndere actually handle is the pres- 
yesterday. notex^ain racehorses, be it 

whytheyembarkedonto^- ^ peopfe or 50,000 at the 
paignof“soundmp gjwfii Festival Ttefn 

racing industry that ultimately t-nw“““ 

i.i ■ _ -I tluni Hid 
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the men questioned, but not press horde was shooed out and National Hunt s greatest meet- ^ . dose0ne floated into the cold air. 

charged, by police investigating Eold to wait on the pavement mg. He said: “If Pm gprng to be horseraong >s a very close one. 

Ramsden denies trainer-gambler combination ‘lethal claim JQ ^imoN 

ten she had no idea which the racing public ^ ^iSden'SddfhertoS torniTTger 4 . 1 

horse her husband, who man- not trying to vnnthe_S^2ham ^ her 


The trainer Lynda Ramsden 
yesterday denied there was “a 
conflict” between her husband's 
gambling success and her side 
of their business. Mrs Ramsden, 
her husband Jack and champi- 
on Flat jockey Kieran Fallon, 

- •n r 


ages the racing side while she 
concentrated on the horses’ 
welfare, had a bet on. 

The Ramsdeos, who train at 
Thirek and Fallon were the 


U1C — __ - 

not trying to win the Swaffham 
Handicap at Newmarket three 
weeks earlier. Publishers MGN 
Ltd - part-owners of The Inde- 
pendent — deny libel. They say 
the article is true in substance 
i or fair comment on a 


combination was icunu , 

Mrs Ramsden said all her hors- 
es were trying to win and her 
husband did not back them all. 

Mr Hartley asked whether it 
was due to her husband s “bet- 
ting wiles” that they had been 
able to build up the yard. Mrs 

_ . - j . l_ .. Ku.in.cc 


: amcie IS uuc m >hwk»»< —-a - . W •LEAUINU itt"" ^ - wam K.yT FofW 

1 fact or fair comment on a able to build up the yard. Mrs OW" SSmES 

are suing Ihe Sponmg uje lor suojea or a savage ‘ f nilbUc mteresL Ramsden said the business " A F8rB ““ W imi 

libel for saying they were cheats, in The Life after raa J,°d Hartley QC cross- would stfll have developed ifhe Amour two twwdi &•*»«* 

Mrs Ramsden told Mr Jus- Cees won the 1995 Chester had not been a gambler. The 

tice Moriand and a jury at the Cup.77iff U f e ®? d ^ 5^* sled t | e trainer-gambler case continues today. ^ caNONS ASHBY SELLING HANDICAP 

High Court in London that of- and Fallon conspired to deceive g — . fTSOl SfiRDL£ (CLASS G) £2^)00 added 2m5t 

- — — — " Bie«fe UCTTPICK’S WEDDING HAND1CAPJ I l i nia rmAAM flfl u Pi* S C Dj— ,-J v", < Bu!!ta?l71 

KELSO 


SAILING . 

Mistakes put 
Heiner under 
black cloud 

holding off ChM® 
th= ^ tbr f d Suedu. 

ter S r ‘ fifth fee. whidi started 

J3®SSS5 

“w«nLi“S? 

55:JS®S 

Dutch ba<± m"ker, 
SUD ^fback to the catch-up 

-Sd, “and I hate it. 

having his Bcence restored ^ T H ' of Lfa other fawn ftonti to back 

andlOnuleswesttoea^ 

The all-female EF Educa 

Uo^eddtefetg^cd 

Of the morning wth 112** 

ESS" 

™““SSs 

record. Yesterday mommg^ 

were 80 mfles south 

of Cape Fmisteire m the Bay ot 

: ^^sessbSSBSX 


Is: 

d. ‘ 

e. 
■e. 
r- * 
r- : 
■e 

n 

n 

IT 

0 

It 

» 

« 

e 

is 

i. 

□ 

s 

y. 


[^notce B Sase D IOA^ a E4 ’°°° 

' — added 2m 6f .^mihihiah 

■saeo o **5*5 


tjECaUae^ 

.WUamoo 

.BJ HHM 
4 £Cumn 


^ SmS^ilBoad - | 

INSPECTION: 7.30. >■>»« 

•^^ , *^ w 5y2£ , 9| , iS^ SsMultaSSn NortWI^W 


7-1 Blue 


HYPERION 

1 30 Aohawsdda Gold 3-30 Buabhall Mor 
?"oo River Challenge 4.00 Fiscal Policy 

4J0 Charming Admiral 

3.00 TQM BROD1E (nap) 

GOWQ: Good to Soft iSoltnpi^^ 

AUKtoUnTfl cone, ftivtorttwofurto 

OH B6461 AM«S»OI 

nnwyl undsr-lSs ffwV CAR RARKr RM- 

sggS!BMaggS.»**e3 — 



„ j give two aiono to 

■ twra Iasi tbna tn ba- 

ftwifcflutWetiwr- 

r has a chance oi 


■3Q|mSss d) (D tv o ^ -mirta srss 


he w» over twdla* but PfffJP* dtHiait tor PoWcal Ibiwr rt b tSHsre 

4 “SfiSSSSKSjSra's-— 3 ? sa ?Z5£, 5S?SSSrKriB«AtwsM.-™ wl, “ 0 " 


Of 2B«i Witn S guner Sandy be posnoa to 

be unwfce to nto out Nathertiy Sajbut ^ ^ gramd on 

beatinQ Q< ^ rtf* Stf«H4on; POUTCAL TOWER 

,„^SS ^561 It) £3,750 Bddect*! 

5 =5“ rSisS 1 " 7 - 

-BSbwy 
Glee 


°1 (CLASS D) (Dlv Q E3,7W auiwu *•»» 

MMBB gS 

i J sssssafe^ssscr".- 

* L.BBBB aBftp wc= 



. iflKini«bOIW*n),t 


i n 3 - 


--Glee 

.. II Foster 

BHentoB 

CUdConack^B 
.RSapple 

-A Dobbin 

B Stony 


LAMPORT HALL HANUiww- wt 
1^»W| (CLASS C) E7.000 added 3m If 

\l SB fwTwViofl — y*— 

s JJZP2P o Bad G»Y lRW» 

i ? jss Mh . v> o— « 

i — — ■r‘Tr^5 5ag "‘''*** 

gssssffsssSssntm^^^ 

Mortocd. 33-t BaSydonB*' 


U (CLASS D) £5,000 added m 1 
1 30® jUfASw anw 

; js 

“ mm ' Daniel brazier 'NpRJf^iATE 

[open NH FLAT RACE (CLASS H) 

£ 1^00 added 2m 

1 HUSSB ^S?^^ 

* assg^asj--- ^pp 

o CQUIiB.H00KtMS>«l.0p^ ,efl4 ifcp umphr P) 


1 _ Ur C Stony 

^ClfcConwekW 
...JBtfte 

_ASan» 

..-iwyw 



o BS5SS^i?;v 

NTawwafl * — “ 

a HUSSAR BEAR K tosan 7 1H 

3 . WZAL W P ZZ-J 

'•■BSSBaSsfej 

HOBTOtrsjaiJi HjinKip s " 

— IB (Mcnrafl** 


...Wl 

CUBHOyn 

.jMtUgbmrO) 

Edto^wn 

S Wynne 

- P) 
m 

.QKylym 

JIShenB 

jlTbornW 


BFanoil 

jcnwy 

.JUohwon 
_□ Suppl* P) 

.JUfcta* 


“fillcQidhp) 

PC**** 

UrSDaacktq 



(PTfcrry Casey yesterday warned ante TP°J i ^ 
tors that Splendid^ Thyuewai only nmm the Tfote 
Bookmakers Sandown Handicap i Hurdle rf 
there is rain before Saturday. The Tote report- 
ed support for Big Strand from 9-2 to 4-1. 
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Ebdon’s skills 
ebb away 

peter Ebdon found it imposi- 

ble to comtat Kigpl Bond in the 
Benson and Hedge Maffltrt ul 

Wembley Conference Centre 

^Ldd No 5, who has 
been in bed for almost a week 

with flu, lost 6-2 as Bond set up 

a quarter-final against Su^hen 

Lee or the six-times Masters 
champion Stephen Hendry. 

Bond swiftly established a 
2-0 advantage with breaks of 72 
and 112 before Ebdon fought 
badr to level at 2-2. Ebdon won 
the third frame on the blue and 

the fourth with an 80 clearance 

after Bond had missed a 
straightforward black off its 

spot when up 45-0. But when 
play resumed following the in- 
terval Ebdon faded badly. 

Ebdon, who has not win a 
tournament since beating Bond 
in the final of the Thailand 
Open last March, beca me in- 
cJasingJy frustrated. In a hizarre 

end to frame seven, Ebdon was 

trailing 52-1, but with five reds 
and therefore 67 points left on 
the table, he missed an elemen- 
tary black to a middle pockety 
Ebdon could not disguise his 
a — ».mw(i>r{ tKp frame 


rticgiig ana cuikcwu - 

_ even though Bond needed to 
pot three more balls to leave 
him requiring snookers. In the 
eighth frame, Ebdon, who had 
aggregated only 12 points in the 
previous three, missed four 
open pots to complete a de- 
pressing performance. 
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Ambrose casts shadow as Atherton ponders tactics 


The pitch again presents 
Michael Atherton with a 
conundrum as the 
England captain prepares 
for the second Test 
against West Indies, 
which starts today. 

Derek Pringle reports 
from Port of Spain, 
Trinidad. 


Calypso is the singing journalism 
of Trinidad and as topical as any 
newspaper. With the nest two 
Tests about to be played back to 
back on Brian Lara’s home turf, 
the lyrics all predict defeat for 
England. Carnival may be the 
spectacle Port of Spain is famous 
for, but for the moment cricket 
is the hot topic and in the music 
shops that line Prince and Fred- 
erick Street, the rhymes were 
about Michael Atherton’s team 
“getting a good lickm” on a pitch 
“that will be kickm*.” 

They may not be far wrong, 
either. Alter the fiasco at Sabi- 
na Park, the 22-yard strip where 
the essential business of the 
game is conducted, has been un- 
der the kind of scrutiny normal- 
ly reserved for flesh-eating bugs. 
But if Sabina, with its cracks and 
corrugations was obviously sub- 
standard, this one, well covered 
with lush green grass, is also rais- 
ing a few eyebrows. 

When grass is left on Test 
pitches it is usually dead and 
rolled well into the surface. Here 
it is live and although the pitch 
will receive another mowing be- 
fore play starts this morning, it 
will still do more than a passable 
imitation of the verdant Ttent 
Bridge carpet that Richard 
Hadlee and Clive Rice reigned 
supreme on in 1981, when Not- 
tinghamshire won the County 
Championship. 



Running men: England’s Jack Russell (left) and Alec Stewart prepare for the start of today’s Test match with a class of Trinidadian schoolchildren in Port of Spain yesterday 
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Normally, the captain winning 
the toss would not hesitate to 
bowl first However, that decision 
will be compounded by the 
groundsman's action of covering 
the pitch during the day, a prac- 
tice normally used to keep mois- 
ture in the surface. England did 
the same thing last summer in or- 
der to try to negate Shane 
Watne. But although England 
have no one of his calibre, lack 
of recent rain has clearly made 
the authorities nervous of the 
pitch’s durability. 

All of which suggests that both 
the amount of grass as well as the 
covering to keep the sun off, are 
designed to bind it together. If 


the game goes the distance, the 
side batting Last will not want to 
chase more than ISO. 

For that reason, winning the 
toss could be a poison chalice. If 
you insert the opposition and do 
not bowl them out for under 180, 
any advantage will be turned on 
its head if the pitch starts to break 
up, which is what mostly tends to 
happen in the Caribbean. 

It is this uncertainty that is 
preventing the England captain 
from replacing Phil Tufnell with 
Ashley Cowan immediately. 
However, the Essex paceman trill 
surely play alongside Caddfck, 
Fraser and Headley should 
Atherton decide that England's 


best chances lie in bowling first 
- which, if the pitch is not given 
a dose shave this morning, they 
ought to do. 

If the surface presents a 
tricky dilemma, there must be 
concerns too about England’s 
lack of preparation. Amazingly, 
the tourists are into their second 
month on tour, and so far only 
13 players have been to the mid- 
dle. Fbr cricketers used to play- 
ing almost every day at home, 
such inactivity is disorientating 
and frustrating, and many are 
dearly still feeling their way. 

“It’s true that we’ve been 
here without playing much 
meaningful cricket," said Ather- 


ton, at yesterday’s press confer- 
ence. With one fake start already, 
the mam problem has been to 
keep focused and Atherton ad- 
mitted: “Everyone was itching to 
get the series started'' 

The same could be said of 
Lara, hs opposite number, cap- 
taining the West Indies fbr the 
first time in front of his home 
crowd “fiis very special and sig- 
nificant to play with your home 
crowd behind you, especially 
with the series stiUlevel,’’ he said 
*TU definitely be looking to pro- 
duce something special with my 
bat and with the captaincy.” 

With Jack Russell, barring any 
last-minute stomach upsets, set 


to win his 50th Test cap and bol- 
ster the middle order, John 
Crawley will return to the No 3 
role briefly occupied by Mark 
Butcher in Kingston. On current 
form. Crawley has yet to look set- 
tled It is the one obvious weak- 
ness England have, and one that 
may expose them should they 
have to bat first 

England have not won here 
cthq-. Tony Greig’s off-spinners 
bowled them to victory 24 years 
ago. Since then, batsmen have al- 
ways bad to work bard fbr their 
runs at the Queen's Park Oval 
and the effectiveness of Eng- 
land’s top order will surely be 
com pr omised by the fact that this 


is one of Curtly Ambrose's 
favourites grounds. 

Four years ago, England be- 
gan the final innings of the game 
needing 194, and were slight 
favourites to win. At the end of 
the day’s play 15 ovens later, Eng- 
land were 40 fbr 8, laid to waste 
by the beanpole Antiguan, who 
bowled one of the heroic spells 
of all time, as England eventu- 
ally all out for 46, succeeded in 
avoiding their lowest Tfest score 
of all time by just two runs. 

It was a spell that began with 
the removal of Atherton first ball 
He may not be a street poet like 
the great calypsonians down- 
town, but in the sounding-off that 


often accompanies Test match- 
es, Ambrose, usually a secretive 
man, is being ominously chatty 
about his duels with the E qgiand 

ria pfam 

“England need a foundation 
and that often comes from 
Albers. If you can knock the chief 
down, it might make the job alxt 
tougher for those to come.” 

When asked why he tended 

to bowl well at the Queen ’s Park 

Oval, he lapsed back into reti- 
cence, saying: *1 won't be taking 
anything for granted You have f r 
to prove yourself day in and day 
out" On this grassy pitch, Eng- 
land will not be unhappy if he de- 
cides to delay it a few days. 


RUGBY UNION: FIVE NATIONS’ CHAMPIONSHIP 


Frozen France go for pace and verve 


The French are having 
trouble with a frozen 
pitch, but not with team 
selection. The radical 
changes made to their 
side for Saturday’s Five 
Nations’ opener look 
certain to make things 
hot for England. 

Oirfs Hewett and 

John Lichfield report from 

Paris. 


You might call it a multi-miH ion 
franc coq-up. The Stade de 
France was under cover yester- 
day as daret-cheeked Parisians 
armed with 12 British industrial 
blowers worked around the dock 
to thaw its frozen surface in time 
for Saturday’s Five Nations con- 
frontation with the English. 

By dusk, the pitch was still 
more suited to the triple salkow 
and double lutz than the eight- 
man shove, but hope springs 
eternal among the harassed 
Tricolores. 

Stadium officials insisted that 
the kindly weather forecast for 
the next 36 hours or so made an 
embarrassing postponement in- 
creasingly unlikely, but their 
optimism did not stop Bernard 
LapasseL the president of the 
French rugby federation, stamp- 
ing his house couture footwear in 
fury at the lack of precautions 
taken against a cold snap every- 
one knew was coming. 


Tm divided between anger 
and derision," he said, adding 
that the French coaches might 
consider putting an ice-skater 
on the bench, just in case. 

“We’re not looking to mi- 
crowave the pitch... We’ll be 
coolring it really slowly over the 
next 24 to 28 hours,” said Nigel 
Felton of Sportstadia Services, 
the British firm brought in to 
rescue the game. 

Success, however, may not 
mean that the French can rest 
easy. Stadium officials have ad- 
mitted that there is a risk that 
the wanning of the pitch, fol- 
lowed by 80 minutes of in- 
ternational rugby, will force the 
delicare turf to be replaced, at 
a cost of £lm. 

Since the relaying could not 
begin until the spring, there 
would be a risk that Lhe playing 
surface would not be in peak 
condition for the opening match 
of football’s World Cup between 
Scotland and Brazil on 10 June. 

If England are anticipating a 
frosty reception from 80,000 
Frenchmen on Saturday, it will 
be nowhere near as chilly as the 
one awaiting David McHugh. 
The Irish referee was called to 
duty yesterday when Derek Be- 
van of Wiles, the original choice, 
failed a fitness test on an injured 
ankle. 

Given that McHugh was the 
touchjudge who controversially 
flagged Yvan Manhes, the Brive 
second row, for obstruction in the 
dying seconds of last weekend's 


Heineken Cup final and thus pre- 
sented Bath with the trophy, he 
can expect to have his parentage 
questioned from the moment he 
touches down in Paris. 

Not that Jean-Gaude Skrela 
and his fcDow Rendi coaches are 
wasting too much thought on 
whatever foibles and peculiari- 
ties McHugh may bring to the 
equation. They believe their new 
team -newer even than the Stade 
de France, which is precisely one 
football international old - has 
the pace, verve and Gallic brio 
to register a fourth successive vic- 
tory over Lear Rosbifs. 

Skrela bas made eight 
changes to the side thoroughly 
humiliated by a pie-bot Spring- 
bok outfit at the Parc des 
Princes in November and even 
though only Chrislophe Do- 
minici, the Stade Francis left 
wing whose spectacular progress 
has made him the talk of the 
French domestic campaign, will 
be winning a first cap, there is 
a freshness to the line-up that 
has set a few alarm bells ring- 
ing on this side of the ChaaneL 

“In a sense, Lhe nature of the 
South African victory has re- 
bounded on us,” Clive Wood- 
ward, the England coach, said 
yesterday. “They have tom 
everything up, started again 
and picked a side that is bound 
to be a handful for us. It has 
youth, it has pace. In many ways, 
it is my kind of team.” 

Three tortured and tor- 
mented members of the de- 


feated Brive side have been se- 
lected, although Philippe Car- 
bonneau very nearly lost out to 
Fabien GalLhie at scrum-half 
and Cbristophe Lamaison, 
whose goal-kicking nerve crum- 
bled so spectacularly during 
injury time in Bordeaux, need- 
ed to pass the sporting equiva- 
lent of a psychiatric test before 
convincing the selectors of bis 
emotional well-being. 

But the most striking aspect 
of the side is to be found in the 
back five of the scrum, where 
both locks and the entire 
breakaway combination have 
played serious rugby at No 8, 
the thinking player’s position. 
Thomas Lievremont of Per- 
pignan has been given the 
rover’s role, even though his 
single cap as a replacement 
against Wales two years ago 
makes him the least experi- 
enced internationalist of the 


Signs of mellowing as Telfer tries 
to turn round Scottish fortunes 


Scottish rugby is on its 
knees and the Irish are 
waiting to push their 
faces further in the mud 
in Dublin on Saturday. 
Jim Telfer has had a 
week to rally his 
bravehearts and, as 
George O'SuHimn reports, if 
anyone can reverse the 
decline, the new-styie 
’Great Man’ can. 



quintet 

However, the emphasis is on 
intelligence, mobility and qual- 
ity handling and if England fail 
to match the French in the 
wide areas of the field, they may 
find themselves in a whole lot 
of trouble. 
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Ski Hotline 


Latest snow and weather reports 
from 2D0+ resort* in Europe and 
North America. 
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Brittle fuels 
elite feud 


Cliff Brittle, the chairman of the 
Rugby Football Union, has es- 
calated the feud between Twick- 
enham and the leading dubs by 
outlawing the proposed An- 
glo-French competition. 

England's elite dubs have re- 
jected the European Cup in a 
dispute over the scheduling of 
fixtures and want to set up their 
own Anglo-French tournament. 

Brittle, in a joint statement 
with Bernard Lapasset, the 
French federation presi dent, 
said: “The RFU and the FFR 
have agreed that they will not 
support any Anglo-French com- 
petition which is outside the or- 
ganisation of European Rugby 
Cup Ltd.” 

Peter Wheeler, spokesman 
for England’s top 12 clubs, 
said: “Our decision remains 
unchanged. The dubs have no 
confidence in ERG" 


Tim Telfer, that devoted rugby en- 
thusiast and veteran of Lions 
tours (one as a player, two as 
coach) sat pondering the way 
ahead for Scotland. 

“IVe pointed out to the play- 
ere,”said the 57-year-old Telfer, 
who took over as coach from 
Richie Dixon last Friday, “that 
they have to relax and not think 
about rugby all the time. If they 
do, nervous exhaustion creeps in." 

Experienced Tfelfer watchers 
reeled in astonishment. For 
this was perhaps the closest that 
the Great Man - rugby’s equiv- 
alent of the guru of Scottish 
football, Jock Stein - has come 
in some time to publicly hint- 
ing that rugby is only a game. 

A moment of truth came mo- 
ments later when Arthur Hastie, 
the Scotland team manager sit- 
ting alongside Telfer. said: “We 
might well go for a pint of 
Guinness on Thursday night.” 

Telfer muttered inaudibly, 
but the fact his utterance came 
accompanied by a smile con- 
firmed the mellowness of which 
he had spoken earlier on his re- 
turn to a job which saw him help 
Scotland to Grand Slams in 
1984 and 1990. 

Inevitably the new-style 
Tfelfer, who bas also found time 
to make Melrose the premier 


TeHfen ‘It is the standard of 
performance that matters’ 


dub in Scotland, will be a par- 
ticularly vital factor in the out- 
come of Saturday's game which 
will see Scotland seek what 
would be only their third win in 
13 internationals. 

As John Roxburgh, who, 
until his retirement this season 
as the Scottish Rugby Union’s 
technical director was effec- 
tively Telfer’s No 2, said this 
week: “The Scottish team have 
lost the ability to win. It’s noth- 
ing new - the same thing hap- 
pened in the 70’s - and Scotland 
came out of the tunnel then. If 
anybody can turn things around 
this time it is Jim Tfelfer.” 

“But I really hope the man- 
agement get the balance right 
because in addition to losing the 
winning habit some of the play- 
ers are looking tired. 

“Jim will be the first to ad- 
mit that in his early coaching ca- 
reer he was not good at 
knowing when to stop. There is 
a balance between flogging the 
players and having them up 
mentally. The guys have got to 
have a spark left in them.” 

The point will not have been 
lost on Tfelfer. However, his 
players were still late for the 
launch of television commercial 
having been delayed putting fin- 


ishing touches to their prepa- 
rations at Muirayfield. 

The new coach knows he has 
taken on a tremendous respon- 
sibility and a team on Its knees. 
“Fve done nothing else than 
think about it,” be said. “It’s a 
strange situation. Tm not look- 
ing forward to it greatly at alL 

“I do look forward to the 
challenge, but there is an abyss 
in front of us at the moment, 
something similar to the situa- 
tions that the Lions have been 
in I suppose. You don’t expect 
to do welL Then things happen 
and you wait and see. Thai's the 
challenge of top-class rugby.” 

Telfer, the son of a shepherd 
who as a youngster learned to 
play using pig's bladdets as 
rugby balls and went on to win 
25 Scotland caps, wanned to his 
theme. 

“rve reminded the players 
that every match they play is a 
piece of histojy. It’s recorded in 
a book,” he said. “If they play 
a club match nobody bothers 
with the result really. If they play 
a district match it’s the same. 

“The fact that internationals 
are remembered is the chal- 
lenge. You are judged on the 
day. You can look back and 
they’ll never erase whatever 
the result was against South 
Africa or Australia...” 

As for Scotland’s tactics 
against the Irish, Tfelfer, often por- 
trayed as dour in his approach, 
again showed a refreshing will- 
ingness to embrace the new era 
where rugby is entertainment. 

“The players must be posi- 
tive,” he said. “To a coach, 
winning is important. But it is 
the standard of performance 
that is important. 

“If you put in a good stan- 
dard you give yourself a chance 
of a win. If you just go for vic- 
tory, you can drop short.*' 


TENNIS 


Rampant 
Rusedski 
on march 


Greg Rusedski the Not seed in 
the Croatian Indoor Champi- 
onship in Split, pounded his way 
into the second round yesterd^r. 

After defeating the Italian 
Gianluca Pond 6-3, 6-4 in 58 
minutes, Rusedski, who bas 
dropped from sixth to eighth in£ .< 
the world rankings, said: “The 
court here is a bit quicker than 
in Zagreb where the tourna- 
ment was held last year but that 
will suit my game and gives my 
serve that little extra zip.” 

Certainly Rusedski, despite 
five double-faults, served with 
great zest and allowed Pozzi, a 
32-year-old fellow left bander, 
only one break point in the 
match. Pozzi, the oldest man in 
the tournament, was meeting 
ttie 24-year-old Rusedski for the 
first time and could little 

of his opponent’s first or second 
service which he repeatedly re-r<V 
turned into the net when he ^ 
could get his racket to the ball 

Rusedski, in contrast, broke 
Pozzi in the sixth game of the 
first set for a 4-2 lead, takingit 

6- 3 in 26 minutes. Then, after 
missing four break points in the 
third game of the second set, 
Rusedski broke through agam. 
in the seventh game to go tip 
4-3. Rusedski then held his 
next two service games for vic- 
tory, winning the final game with 
a flourish, hitting two service 
winners and two aces to give 
Pozzi no chance of recovery. 

Rusedski, who reached the 
final of this event last year.: will 
now meet Jan Kroslak, of Slo- 
vakia, in the second round. They 
have only met once before wben_^ 
Rusedski beat his opponent 6-3, ^ 

7- 6 in the second round of the 
Japan Open in Tokyo in 1995. _ 


t 


sf : 


Struggling Moseley go into administration 


Moseley, seventh in Allied Dun- 
bar Premiership “IWo, have be- 
come the most prominent 
victims of the new professional 
era by going into financial ad- 
ministration. The Birmingham- 
based dub, one of the oldest in 
England may also lake the step 
of letting ihcir players go semi- 
professional in order to sur- 
vive. 

“We’re doing the only thing 
possible to make sure we have 
a long-term future at Moseley,” 
Moseley’s commercial manag- 


er, Mike Staeasby, said. “The 
bottom line is our income is 
nowhere near where our ex- 
penditure is. I don’t think there 
is any doubt we will Iasi the sea- 
son and there’s no doubt cred- 
itors will be paid. 

“But it may mean wc must 
go into a semi-professional sit- 
uation by finding jobs for our 
players to suit their qualifica- 
tions either inside the club or 
in outside business.” 

Leicester’s director of coach- 
ing, Bob Dwyer, yesrerday 


denied he is about to leave the 
club, but hinted he may go if he 
is unable to bring success. 

Speculation mounted that 
Dwyer and the Tigers would part 

company after he admitted he 
was “disillusioned" following 
Leicester’s defeat at Gloucester 
on Sunday which effectively 
ended then* hopes of winning the 
Allied Dunbar Premiership. 

“I get disappointed like 
everyone else. But time en- 
ables you to concentrate on the 
more positive aspects," he said. 


TODAYS 

NUMBER 


750 


The ntamber of pounds that ; 
Leicester Otyfc Gany Parte-, 
er was fined bythef* yes- 
terday for foul and abusive 
language to a referee - an- 
onence committed while 
TO **nier Nottingham For-:. 
J 81 and Aston Via rrvd- * 
fielder was running the line 
rforfog the Morrefe Gxfonf'. 
Sunday Uague game be- " 
Jwen CherweH Lions and ; 
Cowley Cosmos. 


X. 


Col, 


i‘5 over 




\ ■■ 

%■, 

X . 




27/SPORT 


I Mi Jui-'i- * 1 
THURSDAY 5 FEBRUARY 


77 





ln ^ ox ‘ n S Wou| d like to, it is far too early to be writing off Don King 

network Home ^ lhe game - ■ - - ■ In- around borings 


Am . w iasi year the 

;^^.“ ble “W* Home 
put om a fihn th 

wrs racketeer and jailbird to a 

DGSrtinnr.f.,1 . “ U a 




regaining w ltLKiKC m 

time to meet Holyfield later this 
year might be difficult without 
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KEN JONES 

including King’s claim on half the 
$2.2m (£2 34m) fee (o act as refer- 
ee in a wrestling extravaganza, that 
have led Tyson into discussions 
with music entrepreneurs Jeff YV&ld 
and Irving Azoff who helped pro- 


mote George Foreman’s last fights. 

During the time Tyson served for 
a rape coPvkdoD there were ru mour s 

that King was not working in his bea 

interests. Soon after Tyson’s release 
it became dear that he was no 
longer in King’s pocket 

One thing for lysoQ to consider, 

though vanity may blind him to it, 
is that he remains the most mar- 
ketable figure in sport only through 
images formed from the first phase 
of his career in the ring and ongo- 
ing scandal The fighter who lost 
twice to Holyfield bore no compar- 
iso n rathe gne who once Spread fear 
throughout the heavyweight tfivision. 

Many critics think him to he shot, 
and a certainty to be knocked out 
again in a third contest against the 


World Boxing Association and In- 
ternational Boxing Federation 
champion. “If the fight comes you 

can bet that it will be the richest in 

history," Michael Katz of the New 
YorkPOst said yesterday, “but Tyson 
now is no more than a small heavy- 
weight with short anus who is no 
longer intimidating- Holyfield 

would flatten him. So woidd Lewis- 
King tried to cahn the waters yes- 
terday referring to Tyson’s frustra- 
tion and the need to get him rack 

into training. Nevetthdess we can be 

sure that he has lawyers looking at 

. i i-^i v^rtotwctair- 


anxmaoemug 

bite the dust," somebody said yc*- 
today, “and losing Tyson would be 
a big Mow to him. Bntyou just cant 
write this guy off.” Accord mg to Dr 
Bias Ghauem, who is cbamaw of 
the Nevada Suite Athletic Com- 
mission and sympathetic to i Kmg. 
Tyson has already signed ™tb Wild 
and Azof. “King, Holloway and 

Home are in uproar about, hesaid. 

-They are going to stop it or sue. 

»car>ras_Si 


vived enough crises in h» tone for 
* -*« •'-no 


froniaiion. “A lot of people m and 


]y as some of them sound - 
eration" has long been one of his 
favourites - they have helped spare 
King from taking the falls in boxing 

many wished for. He neetfc than ah 

now because nobody’s heart bleeds 
for him. 


Newcastle 
increase bid 
fbr Speed 


Newcastle United made a 
£5-5 m bid for Everton’s trans- 
fer-seeking captain Gary Speed 
yesterday and hope to complete 
the deal in the next 24 hours. 

Kenny- Dalglish is keen to 
take his spending spree be- 
yond £10m in a matter of days 
by captaring the Welsh in- 
ternational midfielder Speed 
with a new improved offer. 

Speed is in the mood to 
move after refusing to play for 
Evertoa at West Ham last week 
and his gesture has been 
! matched by Newcastle, who 
have added £1 m to their previ- 
ous bid for him. 

The Football Association 
will investigate the trouble 
which marred Reading’s FA 
Cup replay against Cardiff City 
at Elm Park on Tuesday. A fe- 
male steward was hit in the face 
and a ball girl was shoved in sep- 
arate incidents during the tie, 
which Reading won oa penalties. 

An FA spokesman, Steve 
Double, who was at Elm Park. 
said the*- would be looking into 
the last night’s incidents. “We’re 
awaiting the reports from the 
referee and the police before de- 
ciding what action, if any, to 
take,” be said. “Bui there is no 
comparison with the Ports- 
mouth modem because nothing 
. as serious as that happened.” 

Manchester United claim 
they are still in the race to sign 
Carlisle United’s Matt Jansen. 
The Old Trafford club and 
Crystal Palace have made offers 
for the 20-year-old striker. 
Palace feel they have the edge 
over United because they are 
ready to offer Jansen first-team 
football, whereas he would have 
to serve his apprenticeship in 
the reserves at Old Trafford. 

The Old Trafford chairman, 
Martin Edwards, said: “We 
have shown an interest and we 
made an offer to Carlisle for 
Man Jansen last week. We’re 
| stOl waiting to hear back from 
Carlisle." _* - 

Wimbledon have lodged a 


complaint with the European 


the Football Association for 
refusing to allow them to move 
to a new stadium in Dublin. 

The London club want to 
take up an offer they say has 
been received from an Irish syn- 
dicate, headed by a property de- 
veloper, Eoin O’Callaghan, and 
Paul McGuinness. the manag- 
er of the rock group U2, to 
move to a purpose-built 60,000 
seat stadium on the outskirts of 
Dublin. 

Arsenal look set to offer ‘ 
new one-year contracts to Steve 
Bould and Nigel Winteiburn to 
ensure the Premiership’s oldest 
yet most admired defence stays 
together fbr at least another sea- 
son. Bould, 35, and Winter- 
burn, 34, reach the end of their 
current Highbuiy deals this 
summer and. unless offered im- 
proved tenns. would be entitled 
to leave the club on free trans- 
fers under the Bosnian ruling. 

Chelsea’s Ed de Goey and 
Arsenal’s Man: Overmars have 
been cleared to play in the sec- 
ond leg of the Coca-Cola Cup 
semi final at Stamford Bridge on 
18 February. They have been 
given permission to arrive late 
for the Netherlands' World Cup 
warm-up matches in the Unit- 
ed States later this month. Like- 
wise, Nottingham Forest’s 
Pierre van Hooijdonk can play 
in a First Division fixture against 
Huddersfield the previous day. 

The Leicester Gty manager, 
Martin O’Neill, was fined 
£2-500 by the FA yesterday af- 
ter being found guOly of in- 
sulting and improper language 
towards the referee Jeff Winter 
after the game against Evertoa 
on 28 December. 

The Liverpool manager, Roy 
Evans, has recalled the mid- 
fielder David Thompson from 
his loan spell at Swindon after 
Jason McAteer suffered a bro- 
ken leg against Blackburn 
Rovers last Saturday. 

— Atari Nixon 



Brazil’s Junior (left) pushes Linval Dixon, of Jamaica, out of the way during their 0-0 draw in Tuesday’s Gold Cup tie in Miami 


Photograph: Colin Braley/Reuters 


Brown learns how to baffle Brazil 


Craig Brown looked on as Bra- 
zil were held to a draw by Ja- 
maica last night - but he is still 
convinced the South Americans 
are out of this world. 

The Scotland manager flew 
to Florida to see at first hand 
the South American supers- 
tars, bis team’s first World Cup 
opponents in France this sum- 
mer. Scotland face Brazil in 
their opening match of the fi- 
nals on 10 June at the new Stade 
de France in St Denis. 

The world champions had to 
settle for a 0-0 draw against the 


Jamaicans in Miami’s Orange 
Bowl in their opening match of 
the Concacaf Gold Cup. Their 
frustration boiled over when Ju- 
nior Baiano was dismissed in the 
final minute for a forearm 
smash on Theodore Whitmore. 

The game only helped to en- 
hance the Brazilians' reputation 
as being slow starters in major 
competitions. Brown said: 
“Brazil are stiD an outstanding 
side and could have had three 
or four goals against Jamaica. 
They are a very good team, no 
doubt about that As far as I am 


concerned there were do sur- 
prises about their play. 

“The plus points from my 
point of view was that Jamaica 
have the same shape as our- 
selves and I saw how they op- 
erated in that framework 
tonight," Brown added. 

The addition of several Eng- 
lish-based players has given the 
Caribbean side a definite edge 
and made them difficult oppo- 
nents to break down. The 
Portsmouth pair, Fitzroy Simp- 
son and Paul Hall, were in- 
cluded in the starting line-up 


against Brazil, as was Derby’s 
Deon Burton. Frank Sinclair of 
Chelsea made his internation- 
al debut, while Wimbledon’s 
Marcus Gayle came on for the 
last 23 minutes. 

Hall almost broke the dead- 
lock in the 15th minute after a 
fine crossfield pass from Simp- 
son only to see Brazil's goal- 
keeper Oaudio Taffarel beat 
away his shot. Hall was also un- 
lucky not to win a penalty in the 
82nd minute when be appeared 
to be fouled by Goncaives. 

— Ken Gaunt, Miami 


Six Argentinian recruits make 
the long march to Maine Road 


Manchester City are to give a 
trial to six yoong Argentinians 
after a putative deal with Celtic 
fell through. 

They arrived at Maine Road 
on Tuesday and will make their 
debuts in the A team on Sat- 
urday against Burnley. They 
have all played for their coun- 
try at youth leveL 

Pablo dos Reis, at 20 the se- 
nior player in the group, is 
with the champions River Plate 
and would cost around 
£500,000. The winger Miguel 


Manzoni, 17, is rated in the 
same price range. 

The defender Martin Figue- 
roa and the striker Gaston Pia- 
quadio are in the Newells Old 
Boys squad, the winger Pablo 
Modica is at Rosario Central, 
while the Independence mid- 
fielder, Martin Gomez, may be 
the pick of the bunch at 18. 

All six have dual nationali- 
ty and either Italian or Spanish 
passports, so there will be no 
problem with work permits. 

— A/an Nixon 


SPORTING DIGEST 


DR UGS IN SPORT 

Warning over 
cold cure 

The drietdrug tester at the Win- 
ter Obmpies in Nagano, Japan, 
has warned National Hockey 
League players competing in the 
games io'stjhr off Sudafed. 

The oyer-lhe -mourner cold 
remedy is tine of-ihe Interna- 
tional VOfympic Committee’s 
banned substances and Dr 
Mafcoto Ueld believes some 
hockey players will run into 
trouble bectuise of it. 

’‘Sudafedxsoot an accepted 
substance,", said Ueki the di- 
rector of the IOC- drug testing 

laborattuy. “It is prohibited, 

even for colds. It cannot be 
used.” Jft was reported last week 
that 20 per cent of NHL play- 
ers routinely use Sudafed. 
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CRICKETLINE 
WEST INDIES 
V ENGLAND 


■ VIRYUTESM 
HEWS & SCORE* 


0930*161-567 


American football 

The novefet Tom Clancy reached 

agreement on Tuesday to purchase the 

SmescteVJ^Ctencvv^hradiX) 

a group payirg in excess of 52001 % 
a recorafbr an NFL team Three- 
quarters of the 30 fFL owners, who 
are scheduled to meet in Orlando, 
Florida next month, trust approve 
Clancy acquisition at the Viangs. 

Basketball 

rffiA: Phoenix HO Toronto 105; CtaWtetO 
imih 89: Houston 110 V&ncouw 97, Or- 
lando 91 Atlanta 90; Mteflujtnffi £j»J*** 
78; Portend 98 Naw JetW fSr: Sa nA"5: 
no tJSQttBn State Be LAOppers Tfl Utah 
ta : indtena 115 Sacramento 93. 

Boxing _ 

Lam Lewie wffl head a Transsflanac, 
Brtfchv America World title nM ion 

MMar^ The WbrW Bo^Goung 
heavyweight champion defends ns 
{ffifagatost the New Vhrkar Shannon 


matohesdncetheirreadrnissiontoln- 

temafional play in B9L announced hs 
retirement from international cricket 
yesterday. He wil retire from the 

game completely at the end of the do- 
mestic season. Richardson, 38. said 
that an arthritic condtion of his hto 
helped dm make up Hs mhd He hots 
the South African Tbst record for 152 
dismissals (150 catches, two stamp- 
ings) and he scored t3S8 runs, at an 

average of 2*27, scorbg one century 
and eSghtSQs. 

Worcestershire's left-arm spinner 
Richard ifogworth received a county 
record sum of £271275 from his 
benefit last year. 

FIRST QNBONf MTERNOTTOKAL (Has*- 
^NzTESZaatard 2£fcr7£ZHar- 
rfc S2rav N J Aste 4S); Zto*ab»e 206 (A 
Rower Btt D L VfettOri 4-49; 482 were) New 
Zealand won ter « nnt 


Sry afcourte VUnte tor9 
v TO D M Janes 1*}: Vfctem AugraltaTO 
forSi' 

2021 


I. DM Jones nBfcWgtetnAug mteTte 

fggSl^SSSSSSS 


of fourt: Queeitttand 
South Auarata 


25 tort 


!^fSu5dS«BrtfishandCan- 
rtomoiat wffl fight Tim 



Football 

CHIUS SQUAD 
England. Wren 

R^Sraz* (c2o*CoioV Dwton tera: B qja* 

vaSfad (japI caLqtar rt {Auto nafeno)- 


MwKfly v 
r . Gosrf- 

i): 



tamwaight crown anc iw any ^ 
qow far the vacant European flde on 

l4Rabn»y. 

Cricket 

A shoAler iniury has forced Shwie 
Vtorw ait of AustraBris 
Zsaiana The teg 

New Ztealand w compife^fcxr 

SSSs 4 BR« 

Sffisasaaas aaKws=w= 


runmrstiad cteUW), 

atowt do CMs). rtraguB* (Uriwrapao oa 

MaRteBDratef Steae Ratei Aig) Cter- 

(Ltonwaitted ® Nslra (Ccto (^1 

BSS®S5SSSs 

BamayflJab* OP Sty moral 

HMlOMWPefqOfBftIUEM ggg w 

dniMK sin 2B Bis; Wm V Fortsandh 

gBsssssses 

Art- 


1 1 wa ooo pnyv wm i iwn 

iStefano Berio and Francesco 

Baiana Orlando, 27, made 17 ap- 
pearances in Sene A last season but 
he has been unable to hold down a 
regular first-team ptace this season. 
Queer* Parte Rangers have aimed 
Hackbumfc reserve goakeeper Tbny 
Wlfiams on loan for one month. The 
20-year-old comes in as cover for Lee 
Harper because Tony Roberts is out 
far the season with a hand injiiy and 
Jurgen Sommer has returned to the 
United States 

The former athlete Pietro Memea 
has taken over as cfirector-general of 
the Itafian Serie B side Salernitana. 
Memea, who held the world 200 
metresrecordforl7years,wabere- 
spmsfote far the dubfc metSa relattons. 

Ice hockey 

NHL: Ftorida 1 Dotroit 1 (or): Los Angeles 
6 Calgary 3; Chicaeo 4 Phoenoe 2. 

Motor radng 

Karel van Mfert, the European Com- 
petition commissioner, yesterday 
accused F1A, mcfcwportfc nteig body 
ofdxsngitsposilion and warned lhaf 
hb organsafion would not surrender 
to bijying. The commissioner re- 
ferred to moves to uainwnt the Bel- 
gian law forfcfckfing tobacco 

advertising *om 1 January 1999. F1A 

has sad lhat if Bib is erturced it wfl 
remove the Belgian Grand Prtx from 
the Farmrfa One calendar. 

Craig Wfeon has joined lha WBams 
FormJa One team from Tyrra* to be- 
come Hera-HaraJd RentzBnS race 
engineer far the 1998 season. 

Pools dividends 

®SE^raS?a!lS!HSSS 

remrt BgM homes: £3035 Hw awyy 
£W5U 

uniBWOOOS: Ttebte Chance; 2«ptc 
EIS7MS; 23 £2a75; 22: £S25 Four draws: 

£235. Mpa heroes (paidon dpht convcQ: 
ggaat Rue te w a y s : E12MQ. 

ZETTERS: Thibto Chaw* aiptc 

23£QJ5TiwdMdBndKFoty»ra^£BOQ 

E k « homes CTA^QFwg draws ( homa fl 

rt.vi aadmn treble tits * 


Rugby League 
FeaherstoneUons.oneoffourama- 
teu- sides sd in the Sir Cut Chafenge 
Cup have been banned from aH 
amateur knock-out c omp etitio ns fbr 
fte years. Vie dub, who pby their lie 
against Hull Kingston Rovers at Post 
Office Road next Frkteyi were rwolved 
in a brawl at the end of their 'Ybrkshire 
Cup final against SlddaL 

Rugby Union 

Harlequins have appointed Huw Mor- 
gan to the post of chief executive to 
take over (torn OonaJd Kar, whowi 
c on c en tr a te on his rote as chairman 
of Engfish ftjgfcy Partnership Ud. 

Kferr, acting chief ooecutiva since last 
ApriL wi remain a drector of the cUb. 

Sailing 

AUSTRALIA CUP (Perth, WA) TWW day: 
1 D Barter (NZ) 12 wins, 2 tosses; 2= P 
Qfenour (Aus) 71-4; 2= M HoMserg (See) 
n-Ar, 4= T Basic (OroJ IW: 4= S DesSamau 


FOOTBALL RESULTS 


1 1tK6; 6 N WStay (Aus) 7^; 7 J SpttO 
7-ft 8- S Lucas fausy SO; 8 - 1 r*x 
J; 10 D Ctark (Alb) 5-8; 11 NCeton 
(ttj'4-n: 12 G ShakUco (Ru^ 1-14 

Snooker 

BENSON AND HEDGES MASTERS 


T Johansson 
tiffabtA 
Stomaitak 
7-6 6-1; J 


i) 7-6 6-4; D Sanoiteot- 
cu (Ger) 1-64-4 rat; J 
tft P FwHaaon (Syw) 

*' "WJAMarinfC 


Speedway 

Stoke have signed one of Sweden^ 
best teenage prospects, the 17-year- 
old Redrik PrtterssOT who had aflne 
frst year with the SweOsh EBte 
League chi) Indanema last season. 
Stoke have also signed the experi- 
enced Danish international Rcnard 
JlrjJ who rode for Berwick and New- 


Ffca) 7-6 6-3; R Vast* fCz Rep) t 
Ftascarii (Ramj M64: M Ctefmffal 
bt J Sancftez ffipj M 7-6; A MMnov f 
hr I MOkJown pirn) w 6-4; B Becter | 
btFBar^ifSwe) 6-37-6; M Rosa® | 
bt R Furtan (It) 3-6 6-2 6-3. 
round: K Cartsan pen) bt A Medvedev 
(Uto) 63 6-7 8-1 

TORAY MN mCfiRC OPEN (Uno) First 
round: S names (US) M C YOon-Jeong 


Nhvbitr (B1 bt M Lee (GB) 2-66-3 6-Z R 
WWfcrtafd (feri « H lfa« (Non 6-2 7-5; M 
Vtaarfcortt [Nadi) bt J Layns (G8) 7-6 7-S . M 
Marry fNetti) bt G Gatto (It) 6-4 6-7 6-2; R 
Mathascn (GB) M N Beta (te) 6-3 6-2, V 


vuger ®A) M N 2Verave (Beta) 6-4 7- 
Second round: M ttogis (Swfi) U E 


bt U Fang 
IIEirS SATELLITE 


UukhoJRij btL MBgan(ffl) 6-3 6-3; N 
GcxjU (GB) bt E GtOSSt (H) 6-4 6-4; F Loven 
(Swe) bt T Sprte (GB) 6-3 3-6 7-6. F 
Browne (Aig) bt 1 Bates (IS) 4-6 6-3 B-L 
WOMEN'S SATELLITE TOURNAMENT 
{The Wkrai) Second round: J OtacwSaay 
(GEf) bt AZapcnshanova (Uo) 6-4 4-6 62 , 
A Janes (GB) bt K Kamer (Ger) 4-6 S3 6- 1 : 
J Ward (GB) bt L Cartwright (QB) 6-26-0, 
G Cason! (ft) bt H Vtan Aaldren (ttethj 7-5 
6-4; M Kowstaai (Nath) tx H Reeshy iGE) 
M 1-66-3; P Manduto (JAm) tft G Am [Ger) 
63 6-3; O tanma (Fte) bt M Bereson (Swat 
4-6 6-2 6-1; N Vktonerova (Cz Pep) bt K 
Cross (GB) 60 7-6 


TOURNAMENT 


Tennis 

CROATIAN ATP INDOOR TOURNA- 
MSrr (SpW Fkat rauid: G RuaadeM (G^ 
bt G Pozzlpt) 6-3 6 - 4 ; M Stoner (Ger) bt 


bt B Cowan ((S) 6-3 6-4; T Latsan I 
£ D Robarte jS/g 6-2 6-4; M Belgravta 
(Nathlw J Schors (Ger) 63 7-6; a Par- 
mar (GBlbt M Neteen (NZ) 63 6^; J DM- 
gado (GB) bt T Susrjt* (NZ) 61 62; M 


Yesterday 

AVON INSURANCE COMMOTION: Owl- 
ion Uttaoc 2 tiffin 0; Wtottadon 2 Crystal 
Pataca t 

INTERNATIONAL FRtOflXY (Anrfctonrt): 

Nan ZMtand 0 CNto 0- 
Tu^day’s late results. 

PA CUP Fourth-round realm: Resting 1 
(Matey 56) Carffl (Date4C| ^tfaracm 8m; 
AaacSng vrin 4-3 on penaAtaa end are Buoy 
as Sbetotid IM); Shetfteto Ufa i (Hitohlsai 
pan t3) fcawtefi 0; Wolves 3 (Cute pen 29. 
Na^or 4E ftBBtaiim 65) Chariton 0 (HUtes 
BweyiDlWnUadon;. 

NOTtoMMOE FOOTBALL LEAGUE Second 
DMiiwr Btopool 2 IPrwca 54. Bant 88) 
Bnatol Cay 2 (htewtatt 6$ 76LTRM Dhfatore 
OonastarO Mansfiete 3 (Eustace 20, WT«®- 
hal 49, Harper 64 

AUTO WHDSCRBNS SHBU Nonham 
quNtarANfeBfTtey4 (Payton 9, Vtonknrtn 
fit Coofta 7^ Henderson gQ Cartsta 1 
(PTCtea 5^ (Bimbyal Aqim to Preston). 
TetfBftSSCOTnSH CUPTMihandre- 
ptay. floss County 1 (Adams pen 89) AWr» 

0 (wn (fainiy at ftcims to DundasL 
BSJ.’S SCOTTISH LEAGUE HratPMston: 
Raflh 2 (imton pan 29, Dargo 7U Faklrk a 
Soeond DtvMon: BreeNn 1 (BteOt 45) 
Ouean ct the South 1 “ ' — " 

hoiHBmuva 


t South 1 fTwnstay 87); StBn- 
(Annstrong pan 44 Cmie 73) 


Fbrtar 2 pWm Bt Mciachtan TWW Di- 

vision: Aloe 3 (kvtoe A 31 SfenpKn 50) Ar- 
broath 1 (Thomson 68). 
H«E»iyiHTCH:Mer1h)4-7)dS3 Sww- 

btayfcwnl 

REPRESENTATIVE MATCH FA X1 1 British 
Studsns n 2 (ftr Durham Ct^. 

FA UMBRO TBOPHT Secend-romd nt- 


tra "ama and are my to Stowage). 
UWBOND LEAGUE FMDMakmStDCte- 
trt6eFartS©rij2Bf*jeraPre»ktataaQip 
aocond round: QJ»tay0 Leigh f3« a Pree- 
ktejfs Cib second-raand rsptay: Byttt 
Spartans 4 Boston Lttd 2 (aaQ. 

DR UARTB1S LEAGIE CUP Third round: 
RaddUi 1 stoubrfetoe a Fourth round: 
OotriBstorl BastaByl;Mageta2CannbrktoB 
Ctty 1; Moor Green 3 loeton a 
RYMAH LEAGUE RrstDMalon: Thame 0B- 
Wcay 4 Abtogdon Town t Boater Reds 2. 
Second DMshnLaUncnO&Brares 4 fitad 
DMstorc*8lay3HertfcrtO;Eaon&E«rel 
1 Ftadnwl Heath 3 VbmtanN Ttraihy tUd 
rauid: Norifwood 3 Canny tetendl 
WMSTONLEAD KENT LEAGUE Rret DM- 
•ion: Folcsenw Me»3 Backartom u 
SCHEWFK DIRECT LEAGUE Premier DM- 
Non: Bacfcwel 2Ctipponham 2: Metahem 0 
TtamtanE 


INTBU6C EXPRESS MSAAN0 ALLIANCE: 
Btdgnorth 2 OUbuy 3 IndutorW Rmriads 
Ug^eOyteeooarfreMnd ai%iMW 

NpHfT jBUI COUNT IES EAST LEAGUE Pre- 
"teDMffareljtfneio Main 0 Itonh Forty 2; 

ftaJnM 0 Oaseit Alton 0; Uveaeoga i tI 3*- 
leyi 

UMgTSUSSEXCOUMTrLEAfiUEHwtDt. 
rigaroftegw *2 Pcnfiett 0; UtMuneffin 
z snorRnvn 0 . 

PRESS* JOURNAL HJQHLAM) LEAGUE: 
Comnaatotin 4 Brcra Tta n^ ra 1 
WISH COCA-COLA FLOODLIT CUP Hit 
«m*AAtaOCBanv*i:Gtattonw i Nntry 

1 ^*'^ l * 3 -2»perai:0irerfj2Cru- 

felSSSS?» Ran5 " l,a!n “ 

P OWnHS LE AGUE Prouder Dhrfafan: Leeds 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION Ftat K- 
Nstorc ArsanaM Ouserta Park Rangera 1 
THET MK FA YOUTH CUP Fourth lOumt Ar- 
■anN 3 ftteiol CBy 1 ; Ctate Atacgnara i Tbi- 
tanham Hotapw 0; Vntard 2 Eranon 3 
FRENCH LEAGUE: Baste 0 Ramcs 0; Stras- 
boug Q kknaco a 

SRAMSH CUP auartar4iN flat tarn AttM- 
to BRao 2 Uaeorca i 

CONCACAF Goto Cte Flira round: Group One 
(Mbret): JvntacaO Brad a 
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Angry Tyson 'down to last few millions’ as King attempts to heal the rift 






Whatever happens in the 
end, the falling-out 
between Mike Tyson and 
Don King is consuming 
the world of boxing. 

John Carlin and Ken Jones 
report on a day of claim 
and counter-claim. 


Tyson: Feels betrayed by 
King and is seeking to 
break his co n t ra ct s with 
the promoter 


Mike Tyson, once the richest 
sportsman in history, is strug- 
gling to pay his bills, according 
to a report in yesterday's New 
York Post. 

The former heavyweight 
boxing champion owes $7cn 
f£4.3m) in unpaid taxes and is 
down to only $4m in ready 
cash, the Post said, adding that 
one source who has been in 
close contact with Tyson over 


the past week claims his liquid 
assets actually amount to no 
more than $150,000. 

Tyson, who has earned about 
SllOm in the zing since his re- 
lease from prison three years 
ago, is reported to blame his 
financial embarrassments on 
his boxing promoter of the last 
10 years, Don King, and his co- 
managers, John Horae and 
Rory Holloway. 

According to numerous re- 
ports Tyson, feeling cruelly be- 
trayed, wants to break his 
contracts with King and his co- 
managers and is seeking to 
switch his allegiance to the Los 
Angeles music entrepreneurs 
Irvine Azof and Jeny Wfcld, who 
have links with Michael Jackson. 
King having apparently failed 
him in the role of protector and 
surrogate father, Tyson is said 


to be seeking to form a part- 
nership with Magic Johnson, the 
retired basketball star. 

Oinfirming that tensions do 
indeed exist in Tyson's rela- 
tionships with his associates, 
Horae and HoDoway issued a 
joint statement saying, “there is 
sometimes a frustration and 
misunderstanding that can oc- 
cur in the best of friendships and 
business relationships, and 
that's how we categorise this." 

In a separate statement, Don 
King said “1 love Mike and he 
knows it, but there are often out- 
side forces and individuals that 
will try to capitalise on Mike's 
frustration that comes from his 
lay-off as a result of the sus- 
pension.” 

King’s enduring love seems 
generous in the light of the 
widely reported beating he re- 


ceived from Tyson outside the 
Bel Afr Hotel in Los Angeles on 
Saturday rrigbt According to var- 
ious sources dose to Tyson be is 
more frustrated with King than 
he is with the decision of the 
Nevada State Athletic Com- 
mission to ban him from boxing 
for a year for biting a chunk out 
of Evander HbfyfiekTs ear in the 
ring last summer. People who 
have spent time with Tyson over 
the past few days say the fight- 
ers moods have range from an- 
gry to near inconsolable. 

The matter of dumping King 
is a bit more complicated. 
Sources say Tyson, while en- 
raged at King, is reluctant tore- 
lease any information that 
might jeopardise the promoter's 
chance at an acquittal when he 
is retried by the government for 
mail fraud starting on 17 March. 


Instead, Tyson is expected to 
use the documentation of King’s 
alleged ripofis as leverage to ob- 
tain a release from his prqmo- 


to fight four more times. Sir 
Kmg “Mike’s totally embar- 
rassed by what Don did to him,” 
a sonrce is quoted as saying. “But 
he doesn't want to do anything 
that could make him responsible 
for Don going to jafl." 

T^son b said to have been ap- 
palled to discover that King and 
his co-managers bad been 
creaming off a far larger share of 

his w innings fhan k m 

a relationship between a pro- 
fessional boxer and his handlers. 
A lawyer for a rival boxing pro- 
moter, called by Tyson for out- 
side advice, told the Post it was 
“embarrassing” to learn how lit- 
tle the boxer knew about his fi- 


nancial affairs. The lawyer said 
he was shocked to learn from 
Tyson that he . took home only 
Slim before tax from the S30m 
purse for his re-match against 
Evander Holyfield in June. 
King, the lawyer said, took 30 
per cent, Horae and Holloway 
took 20 pear cem and then Tyson 
coughed up the $3.5m fine 
imposed on him for his bad eat- 
ing habits by the Nevada Com- 
missi on. 

Tyson’s suspension, depriv- 
ing him as it did of six months’ 
work, cost him his place at the 
top of Ivrbes magazine’s 1997 
list of the world's highest paid 
athletes. It may be that Tyson 
fears a repeat of what happened 
in his “first” career, when he saw 
a $75m fortune depleted to the 
point that, while he was still in 
prison, his managers were forced 


to cash in a $2m trust to pay 
Dershowitz, Tyson's appellate 
lawyer. 

The Nevada commissjcmwifi 

bf. Hfririjjng this summerw hrffr ^ 

to reinstate Tyson's boxing - ft. 
cence, but be is now. seeking fo. : . 
make his money in the field of " 
entertainment Tyson is expect- 
ed to announce today that he wifl 
be appearing next month at a 
professional wrestling bout ia 
Boston. He is due to receive 
$3-5m for playing the role of 
“guest referee” at Wrestlemania 
XZV a pay-per-viewevem, on 29 ; 
March. 

However, even ifTyscmisbw ’ 
in cash he does own three lav. " 
ish homes, including a 7 0-acre 
estate in Ohio, the sale ofwhirfrj 
wouldgo some way to restoring ; 
his bank balance to health. - . 

Ken Jones, page 27 
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FOOTBALL 


Positive news 
after bad year 
for Rozental 


Rangers' Chilean striker Sebas- 
tian Rozental pronounced him- 
self well satisfied after coming 
through his first competitive 90 
minutes for a year. 

Rozental had been ruled 
out for the past 12 months with 
a persistent knee problem but 
returned for Rangers reserves 
at Ibrox in a 3-0 win over their 
St Johnstone counterparts on 
TUesday. He said: “I felt very 
comfortable although my body 
was sore at the end. My knee 
felt fine and it will get better. 1 
just have to be patient. 

“J want to start playing for 
Rangers regularly as I aim to be 
in France for this World Cup 
this summer - I'm hoping for a 
much better year than last." 

The Rangers manager, Wal- 
ter Smith, added: “The main 
thing is he got through un- 
scathed and now he must keep 
building his sharpness and con- 
fidence.” 

Rozental is part of the Chi- 
lean squad which will face Eng- 
land in the Wembley friendly 
next Wednesday. Also in the 
squad is the River Plate strik- 
er Marcelo Salas, a recent trans- 
fer target for Manchester 
United, who is negotiating a 
move to Lazio of Italy. How- 
ever, the Internazionale forward 
[van Zamorano is unlikely to 
play, even though he has been 
named in the squad. He suf- 
fered a muscle injury in a Serie 


A fixture against Brescia last 
Sunday and may be out for at 
least a fortnight 

Hibernian's director of de- 
velopment, Billy McNeill, yes- 
terday warned the players who 
cost Jim Duffy his job as man- 
ager that time is running out to 
prove their value. 

McNeill, the former Celtic 
captain and manager, has tak- 
en temporary charge at Easter 
Road and is ready to select the 
side for Saturday's trip to Ab- 
erdeen if required. That will de- 
pend on whether the chairman. 
Lex Gold, can attract one of his 
targets to the dub this week, but 
the newcomer faces an unenvi- 
able challenge. 

McNeill is firmly out of die 
running and whether he remains 
in the position he took up just 
last month after seven years out 
of the game will be decided by 
Duffy’s successor. 

McNeill hopes the vacancy 
can be filled swiftly as be knows, 
with Hibernian four points 
adrift at the bottom of the 
Scottish Premier Division table 
and a mere 13 games remain- 
ing, there is a need for a mood 
of greater urgency. 

Gold's shortlist is under- 
stood to include the Newcastle 
coach Ibmmy Burns, another 
former Celtic manager, and 
the St Johnstone manager, Paul 
Sturrock. 

- Simon Buddand 



Blanket coverage: British field technician Nigel Felton takes a brush to the covered pitch at the Stade de France in Paris yesterday. The frozen turf threatens Saturday's 
opening Five Nations’ Championship match between France and England Report, page 26; Photograph: Laurent Rebours/AP 
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Wednesday's solution 


All eyes on Trinidad pitch 
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ACROSS 

7 Catch fish on river - the 
kind to evoke cheer (S) 

9 Cold area, not Southern 
part of Europe (6) 

10 Bet on race one lost (4) 

11 West despaired, played 
badly in international 
( 10 ) 

12 Melt and submit (6) 

14 Sally’s packing Henry’s 
clothes (S) 

15 Approach Seychelles 
and stay (6) 

17 Sensitivity in female 
judge (6) 

20 Horses for courses? (8) 

22 Gross state, undisguised 

( 6 ) 


23 Softly softly (10) 

24 Trap King in game (4) 

25 So crowds arrive, mostly 
tipsy (4,2) 

26 Pins loose ratlines (8) 



With the second Test against 
England due to start here la 
Trinidad today, the pilch debate 
in the Caribbean refuses to die 
down. Pal Rousseau, the pres- 
ident of the West Indies Crick- 
et Board, has called for a 
change in the rules to prevent 
the premature abandonment 
of Test matches in the future. 

Following the swift curtail- 
ment of the first Test because of 
the dangerous pitch in Kingston, 
Rousseau, a Jamaican lawyer, is 
insistent that such decisions 
should not tie made by Lhe um- 
pires alone. “We have to go to 
the ICC [International Cricket 
Council] and set up proce- 
dures.” he said, no doubt fear- 
ing for the pitch in Antigua, 
which is currently being relaid 
despite the feet that the final Test 
is less than seven weeks away. 

“We need some kind of con- 


sultation process that allows in- 
put from others involved in 
lhe game. After all. the effects 
of an abandoned game are far- 
reaching.” 

It is a valid point, but if Lhe 
WICB were hoping for the 
whole episode to die down, the 
well-grassed pitch scheduled 
for the second Test here has 
merely refocused the cricket 
media's attention. 

However, while pundits 
were pontificating and predict- 
ing another shortened Test 
match, the opposing captains. 
Brian Lara and Michael Ather- 
ton, were playing a game of wait 
and see. With the pitch due to 
be cut again this morning, 
neither would commit them- 
selves to naming an XI. 

“It looks fairly well grassed 
and an even surface,” Atherton 
said. “Sabina Park was a one- 


off. rve played in the Caribbean 
before and the pitches have 
been absolutely fine. Of course 
I'm considering putting them in 
if I do win the toss, but much 
will depend on what the pitch 
looks like in the morning." 

Lara, perhaps mindful of 
the dreadful pitch Australia 
had to play on here three years 
ago, was rather more forthright 
about his home ground's pitch. 

“1 don't think it will be a good 
idea to bat on it,” he said after 
yesterday’s team practice. “Both 
teams will have to be very cau- 
tious for the first session or two. 
There has been less time to pre- 
pare than normal, but I know the 
groundstaff will have done Lheir 
best to produce a good wicket." 

Just how good will be re- 
vealed over the next few days. 

- Derek Pringle, Port of Spain 
Shadow of Ambrose, page 26 
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DOWN 

Rubbishy (unlike 
Kent?) around East (8) 
Pale - some vitamin 
lacking (4) 

Blast the telephone! (6) 
Adipose carbon recycled 
to make viewing projec- 
tor (8) 

Hat brother gets crum- 
pled in crush (5-5) 
Stretch or time, the Eu- 
ropean's inside (6) 


S Girls cutting wild root 

( 6 ) 

13 Stung, riled badly, and 
put out (10) 

16 Service, say, including 
meat I ignored (8) 

18 Note open safe (8) 

19 Support from dummy, 
with Spades in it (6) 

21 Compositions quietly 
written in examinations 
( 6 ) 

22 Fast? Search for food 
with Edward (6) 

24 Speculator's yield (4) 
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How green is my wicket: A groundsman at the Queen's Park Oval prepares the strip 
for the today's start of second Test in Trinidad Photograph: David Ashdown 


To find out the facts about network 
computing you need to see it in action 

You can examine and use the latest 
technology at our Enterprise Computing 
Centra Our consultants will explain 
why, and how, network computing can 
benefit you. 


CaB us on 0800 22 88 88 or visit us at 
wwwmorsacoidc 
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